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ES. indeed, Black Care was enthroned at Adyar when I got back

from Rangoon : the very moral atmosphere was dark and heavy : 

H . P. B. was straggling for life and as vehement as an enmeshed lioness, 

and certain of the European new-comers were displaying a special talent 

for meddling with the headquarter's business, plotting to have me re* 

duced to subjection to a faddish Central Committee, in which I should 

not have the least influence, and keeping my quasi-dying “ Cham " in 

a perpetual state of nervous explosion. Brief mention was made of this 

matter in Chapter X V ,  but it is important enough for extension. 

The wonder is she did not die before I could get there and fight for 

the statu quo ante. One ostensible revolt was against my autocracy, 

demand being made— to quote from one of the documents before me—

“ The Presideot-Founder should be asked to seleot out of the General 

Committee an Executive Committee, consisting of five persons, including Mr. 

T . Snbba Row nnd four European gentlemen residing at headquarters, and 

to transfer upon them all the supervisory, financial and executive affairs of 

the Society, to distribute and direct the work of the Society, to appoint all 

officers— the President*Founder excepted—and to ratify all documents con

cerning the Society.”

If this was not modesty, what would be ? I was to step aside, 

after conveying all my powers to a group of five persons, self-picked 

for me ont of the whole Council— four of them Europeans, recently 

arrived from Europe and America, having but the briefest experience 

in thc executive management of the movement, next to no personal 

intimacy with the majority of our members, no association whatever with 

the Ceylon Buddhists, whose educational programme was then getting 

into full swing, no recognized hold on the affections and confidence of 

the Hindus and Parsis, nor— with one exception, any private means to 

contribute towards the up-keep of the headquarters and of tbe movement

* Two fall series of thirty chapters each, one tracing the history of the Theoso
phical Society up to the time of the departure of the Founders from New York to 
India, the other subsequently, have appeared. The present series is the third.

that :



generally. This last difficulty, however, they wonld get over by forcing 

H . P. B. and myself to convey oar Theosophist and its book business to 

the Society, withont compensation, and without reserving ont of tbe 

property we had onrsel ves created withont a rupee’s help from the Society, 

even the pittances needed for our modest support: they thought it. 

highly detrimental to the Society’s interests that the magazine should be 

private property ! A  fine scheme, worthy of the Red Republicans of 

Ninety Three. Damodar, Bawaji and A  nanda, oar three devoted * 

Hinda fellow-officers, denied the validity of each of the complaints, and 

protested vehemently against the plan in all its details; while Mr. 

Leadbeater coincided with them in a very tempeirate yet firm paper, 

which is before me. But on tbe 5th February, 1885, when poor 

H . P. B. was thought to be dying, they got her to scrawl the following:

“ Believing that this new arrangement is necessary for the welfare of 

the Society, I approve of it, so far as I ara concerned. H. P. Blavatsky.”

Mr. Leadbeater says, in his paper : “ Mme. Blavatsky withdraws 

her endorsement of the writing hs having been given withont a clear 

perception of the construction it bears upon its face.” The imminence of 

death being past, her mind worked again, and she repudiated her 

endorsement and— as remarked in the last Chapter— begged me 

tear the jiapfcr, whioh I refused. This is but one of a num

ber of proofs ofr ingratitude that I have had since the Society was 

founded. If  I mention it at all it is not by way of protest, but 

as a striking corrbbora tion ofthe old truth, that he who sets him

self to work for his fellow-men should expect no thanks, bnt much 

unkindiless. H . P. B. and I had given Rs. 9,000 ont of the Theo
sophist fund towards the Society’s necessities within the preceding 

twelve months and, of the nett profits of the magazine to that date, viz. , 

Rs. 15,600, had paid the Society Rs. 14,994*4-6, as I find noted ia my 

Diary. If tlie charge of “ autocracy” lay against me it was becanse, 

nhtil then, I had had to shoulder all the responsibility alone and push on 

all the movement. Our present helpers had not yet' stepped into the 

ranks, and it was not until two years later that Mr. Judge began to 

work in America

The Europeans being leagued against us, I naturally turned for 

counsel and sympathy to my most trusted Hindu advisers, and long 

consultations ensued between them and myself, at the residence of 

Dewan Bahadur R. Raghoonath Row. The result was the adoption of 

a policy which shortly after I carried out. Mr. Hodgson, of the S. P. R. 

was still at Madras, and hearing that at an Anglo-Indian dinner 

table he had expressed his belief that H . P. B. was a*Russian spy, I 

called on him with Mr. Cooper-Oakley to discuss the matter. Both of us 

gave onr views so clearly that we came away with the impression that 

Mr. Hodgson thought the charge as puerile and unfounded as we did. 

Yet he stack to it, and put the cruel slander into his report to his em

ployers of the S. P. R. Since then I have had no respect for hind, for it 

was a stab in the back to a helpless old woman, who had never done



him tl̂ e least harm. He made me suffer intensely in mind for a couple 

of days by declaring that Hurryqhand Chintamon, of Bombay, had 

shown him a letter of H . P. B ’s to him, from New  York, in which she 

said I was so under her hypnotic spell that she could make me believe 

what she liked by j ast looking mein the face. I saw tjmt such an 

assertion, however transparently childish and absurd, would be taken 

up  by our opponents to do us harm. While I did not mind what they 

- might do, if even ten times worse than ibis, it went to my heart 

that H . P. £., whose loyal friend 1 had been through everything, 

should have done this act of treachery to me ; and merely to grati

fy .her vanity, as it would seem. But that is the inconsistent crea

ture she was, in  her physical self , and it was these traits wtych made 

it then so very hard for anybody to live and work with her for any length 

of time. 1  have always said that the trouble of getting on with her, 

a s Helena Petrovna, was infinitely more difficult than to overcome all 

the outside obstacles, impediments and opposition thut stood in the 

way of the Society's progress. In my whole experience in the movement, 

nothing ever affected me so much as this. It made me desperate and 

for twenty-four hours almost ready to go down to the beach and drown 

myself in tbe sea. But when I put tfye question to myself wfc&t I was 

working for, whether for the praise of men, or the gratitude of H . P. B., 

or that of any other living person, all this despondency 4riftedpwsy 

and my mind has never gone back to it. The sense of the paramount 

obligation,of doing my duty, of serving the Masteis in the oavrying on 

of their lofty plans— unthanked, unappreciated, misunderstood, calum

niated— it mattered not what— came in to me like the flash of a great 

light, and there was peace.

March 25th, I wrote to Mr. Sinnett and suggested the formation of a 

Central Committee or T. S. Board of Control, with headquarters at 

London, to have charge of our interests in Europe ; thus anticipating 

the idea of a Section, which was adopted later. He, however, did not 

like it for, in fact, this would commit him to the policy of a popular 

propaganda, which H . P. B. and I, under superior encouragement, had 

always followed out, but which to him was always repugnant; as it had 

been to Mr. Massey and Dr. Wyld before him.

March 28th was a tempestuous day at Adyar, it seems, for I have 

written: “ A  day of disagreeable experiences: H . P . B. wild and violent; 

news of a further step in the plot of the Missionaries against us ; 

threatened suit against General Morgan by the Coulombs. A  

bazaar rumour, and improbable.” But it was true, as the sequel 

proved. All this excitement told almost fatally upon my dear Chum’s 

health. It was awful to nee her, with her face empurpled by 

the blood that rushed to her head, her eyes standing out from 

their orbits.and dead-looking, as she tramped up and down the 

floor, ‘denouncing everybody and saying wild things. Her physioians 

Sfrid this could not last, she must have rest and quiet or she must 

drop.iipjlrn dead some day, without giving us a moment’s warning.



So she listened to them and on tbe 29th March resigned her office and 

gave Babula orders to pack her tranks. Dr. Hartmann and I went the 

next day to town and took passage tickets for her, Miss Flynn, of 

Bombay, the Doctor, who consented to my request to go and look after 

H . P. B., and “ Bawaji,” then a devoted follower of hers. The party 

sailed for Naples on the Tuesday, in the Messageries Co.’s steamer 

“ Tibre'\ She was so helpless that Dr. Mary Scharlieb’s husband, one 

of the Presidency Magistrates, procured the use of a hospital chair, and 

she, sitting in it, was lifted from the boat on board by a hoisting tackle. 

That night, by her request, I moved over into her room and slept in 

it for the first time. She particularly asked me not to give it to any 

other occupant.

The following passages are copied from the official report that 

appeared in the Theosophist (Supplement) for May 1885 :

“ At about this time Madame Blavatsky was having severe attacks 

of palpitation of the heart, and all at headquarters were kept in a state 

of alarm, as the physicians had expressed the opinion that under any 

sudden excitement death might be instantaneous.

“ Following is the certificate of her medical attendant:—

“ * I hereby certify that Madame Blavatsky is quite unfit for the constant 

excitement and worry to which she is exposed in Madras. The condition 

of her heart renders perfect quiet and a suitable climate essential. I there* 

fore recommend that she should at once proceed to Europe, and remain in a 

temperate climate— in some quiet spot.

(Signed) M ary S c h a r l ie b ,
M. B. and 8 . L. London: ”

(i The local members of the General Council, meeting at head

quarters as an Executive Committee, on tbe 12th instant, adopted 

unanimously the following:

Resolution.
“  4 Resolved that Madame Blavatsky’s resignation be accepted, and 

that the President be requested in the name of the Council to inform 

her of the great regret with which they have learnt tbat she is compelled, 

on account of her extreme ill-healtb, to relinquish her duties as 

Corresponding Secretary of the Theosophical Society. The Council 

further record their high sense of the valuable services she bas 

rendered to the cause of science and philosophy.

(Signed) R. R a g o o n a t h  Row,

Chairm an .’ ”

“ To mark our respect for Madame Blavatsky’s exceptional abili* 

ties, the vacancy caused by her retirement will not be filled, and the 

office of Corresponding Secretary is hereby abolished. Official corres

pondence upon philosophical and scientific subjects will, however, be 

conducted as heretofore by other members of the Executive Staff, and 

enquiries may be addressed to the Recording Secretaiy, at Adyar.”



Her resignation, as acted on by the Executive Committee, read as

w To the General Council of the Theosophical Society.

Gentlemen, #

“ The resignation of office, which 1 handed in on September the 

27th, 1884, and which I withdrew at the urgent request and solicitation 

of Society friends, I must now unconditionally renew. M y present 

illness is pronounced by my medical attendants mortal ; I am not 

promised even one certain year of life. Under these circumstances it 

wonld be an irony to profess to perform the duty of Corresponding 

Secretary ; and I must insist upon your allowing me to retire. I wish 

to devote my remaining few days to other thoughts, and to be free to 

seek changes of climate, should such be thought likely to do me good.

“ I leave with you, one and all, and to every one of my friends and 

sympathizers, my loving farewell. Should this be my last word, I 

wonld implore you all, as you have regard for tbe welfare of mankind 

and your own karma, to be true to the Society and not to permit it to be 

overthrown by the enemy.

“ Fraternally and ever yours— in life or death.

(Signed) H . P. B lavatsky .”

I believe that by taking this wise step she saved her life, 

for it was to the last degree unlikely that she could have borne 

the strain much longer, and her colleagues are, in a way, indebted 

to Dr . Mary Scharlieb for the subsequent appearance of the “ Secret 

Doctrine,” the “ Key to Theosophy/’ the “ Voice of the Silence” and all 

the other valuable writing she was spared to do after getting out of the 

psychic maelstrom that had been created about her at Adyar. Apart 

from the motive of her ill-health and incapacity for work, she was in- 

fluenoed by the wish to relieve the Society from the responsibility which 

her continuance in office wonld lay upon it. Later, at one of the Annual 

Conventions, she was unanimously and enthusiastically invited to return 

if her physician should consent, and although she could never do that, 

she resumed her old official status-

“ The headquarters,” I wrote on April 1st, in my Diary, “ is deso~ 

late yet peaceful as it has not been before. W e  can now face the situa

tion calmly. General Morgan writes that he has received a letter from 

Mme. Coulomb’s counsel, demanding an apology for calling her a ‘ for

ger,’ and a * purloiner of letters. ’ ” On this, a Counoil meeting was called, 

and we telegraphed the loyal old veteran to ask a week’s delay to give 

him time to prepare his answer. At an adjourned meeting, the next 

day, “ the whole Morgan case was discussed and the unanimous opinion was 

that the General had better defend the case, as he wonld most probably 

win it and expose the worthless characters of the Coulombs. ” He did so, 

but— as noted in a previous Chapter— the Missionaries withdrew the 

suit, as they could get no benefit from it, now that H . P. B. was out of 

their reach !

follows : Adyab, March 2 Irt, 1885.



At a Council meeting on the Sunday following (5 th April^, I 

brought forward a plan for the creation of a real Executive Committee, 

as a tentative measure, which should share with me the management of 

the Society, and it was adopted. M y  circular was worded as follows:

“ Adyar, April 7th, 1885.

“ With a view to improving the administration of the Theosophical 

Society, and relieving the President of a portion of the responsibility which 

now devolves upon him, I have determined to form, as an experimental 

measure and subject to ratification by the next Convention, an Executive 

Committee, of which I invite you to become a member.

“ My wish is that this Committee should assume, in cpnnection with my

self the entire management of the Society’s affairs during the recess—each 

member and myself to have an equal vote, the President to have a casting 

vote in case of a tie : all questions to be decided by the majority present* 

t h e  Secretary to the Society to act as Secretary to the Committee : the en

tire proceedings to be kept strictly confidential, save with the consent pf tbe 

majority present; and the Committee to meet at least once a week for busi

ness.

“ The design being merely to form a convenient working Committee of 

Councillors most accessible from the headquarters, I propose that a circular 

be sent to each and every one of the members of the General Council notify

ing him of the appointment of this Executive Committee, and inviting him 

to attend the sessions when in Madras, and at all times to communicate 

t h r o u g h  a n y  one of his colleagues among your number any matter he may 

think it advisable to have acted upon. Thus practically the entire General 

Council would have a share in the management of the Society throughout 

the year.

“ It is to be understood, of course, that the present measure is adopted 

tentatively, and that the right is reserved of rescinding this special Rule in 

case difficulties should arise (as in the late Board of Control) of so serious a 

nature as to prove its inexpediency.*’

Jn pursuance of the invitation appended to the above qircuJar, t{ie 

Executive Committee met and iu obedience to a Resolution unaninionsly 

adopted, the following gentlemen signed an acceptance of seats “ under 

the conditions mentioned in the President-Fou^er’s circular letter : ” 

R. Raghoonath ̂ ttow ; P. Sreenevas Row ; S. Subramanier; C. R^miah; 

P. Parthasarathy Chetty ; T. Subba Row ; A. J. Cooper-Oakley, and 

C. W .  Leadbeater.

The Committee as thus organized, went on harmoniously lor sqjne 

months, bnt was ultimately abandoned, for the practical reason that 

nobody save myself had all the details in his head, nor the personal 

acquaintance with individual colleagues and their local environments, 

which were needed for acting with judgment in specific cases. The 

meetings resolved, finally, into mere sittings to agree to all my 

recommendations, one member after another absented himself, and it 

was the general wish that I should go on as previously, doing what 

seemed best without further obstruction. The marplots, Messrs. 

Lane-Fox and Hartmann, had left the country, and no one else was



disposed to make trouble. Yet autocracy waa my abhorrence, and I aAked 

nothing1 better than that somebody shonld come forward and take a 

share of the great responsibility for the administration rif our difficult 

business. I looked on the Society as a free and open re pd biio of 

altmism, in whioh there should be no sect, or caste, or privileged class, 

nor any strife or emulation save as to who should best work for the 

godd Of the world. I pnt my views into a leader in the Theosophist 
for June 1885, entitled “ Infallibility.” It was a propos of a recent 

move of Keshub Chunder Sen towards the assumption of quasi divine 

honors from his following. I said :

“  A  Brahmo organ* charges us with the purpose of buildiug up ‘ a 

new order of priesthood.’ Perhaps the theory is based upon the fact that 

certain phenomena have been shown in conneotion with our movement, 

and tbat the authors of two or three Theosophical books, possibly to 

give them more weight, have affirmed their personal relationship with 

mahatmas. But whatever the phenomena, their exhibition has always 

had for its object to prove .the existence in all mankind of certain psy

chic potentialities, which, nnder favouring conditions, develop. W as 

it ever pretended that only certain chosen ‘ vessels of election’ could 

have these powers; or that their exercise proved their possessors to be 

infallible teachers ? Is it not, on the contrary, absolutely true that, 

from the first page of ‘ Isis Unveiled’ to the last line printed about 

Theosophy, the uniform burden of Theosophical teaching has been 

that man, as man, possess to-day exactly the same psychic and 

Other capabilities as his remotest ancestor possessed; that in successive 

cycles these have been alternatively developed and latent; and that re

ligions knowledge results from psychic development ? Where is the room 

for a priesthood among us in the exoteric sense of the word ? or the 

necessity, in a Society like ours, for leaders ? The writer, for his part, 

is convinced that, whatever mental sufferings and whatever injury to 

personal reputations may result from recent events, the price is not too 

high to pay if the last chance be destroyed of ever building up a sect 

and ‘ priesthood’ in the Theosophical Society. Bather than see that 

calamity befall the movement, he would prefer that the respect now 

felt by any friend for any one concerned in its inception or direction, 

shonld be lost; for then the field would be cleared of obstructive person* 

alities for the consideration of first principles. In neither his official nor 

private capacity, has he evinced any sympathy with the yearning after 

inspired teachers or infallible teachings. Quite the reverse : for he has 

never let slip an opportunity to affirm the dignity of private judgment; 

the necessity of individual research and interior development for the 

comprehension of truth ; the absolute independence of Theosophy of all 

special teachers or groups of teachers,— all sects j dogmas, confessions of 

faith, forms, ceremonies, and national or geographical limitations. If 

this is not broad enough ; if, in any other language besides English, 

there be any stronger words to express an absolute repugnance to the 

idea of any thinking person blindly giving up his sovereign right of in



quiry io any other person, high or low, adept or non-adept, and of 

giving any value to a teaching beyond its own intrinsic weight by 

appealing to an authoritative authorship— then those are the words the 

writer would wish to employ. There never was an adept or mahatma 

in the world who could have developed himself ap to that degree if he 

had recognised any other principle. Gautama Buddha is held to have 

been one of the greatest in this august fraternity, and in his Kaldma 
Sutta he enforced at great length this rule, that one shonld accept 

nothing, whether written, spoken or taught by sage, revelator, priest 

or book, unless it reconciled itself with one’s reason and common sense.

“ This is the ground upon which we stand ; and it is our earnest 

hope that, when the founders of the Theosophical Society ai*e dead and 

gone, it may be remembered as their ‘ profession of faith.’ With stout 

old John Hales, the preacher of the 16th century, we maintain that 

‘ to mistrust and relinquish our own faculties, and commend ourselves 

to others, this is nothing bnt poverty of spirit and indiscretion.* ”

For my part, as one of the co-founders of the Society, I had persist

ently adhered to that policy of personal freedom and personal respon

sibility of the member from the beginning, and have stood for it and 

fought for it down to the present day. W hen I can no longer have 

such freedom within it I shall leave the Society, and grieve over 

it as a lost cause. If I needed a Pope I should go to Rome, where 

a so-called Vicegerent of God is enthroned and a brazen toe of a 

statne is always waiting to be kissed. Docile obedience to a 

T e a c h  ek , who ha* mastered the secrets of life and death, of man and 

nature, is natural and proper, but servile obedience to a bald creed, or 

to a person no better nor spiritually wiser than oneself, is the worst of 

serfdoms— undignified, unmanly, a spiritual suicide. This, Irepeat, is my 

own feeling about the matter, and nobody save myself is responsible for 

it. It does not bind another member of the Society and, free-thinker 

as I am, I am ever ready to stand by my neighbor and defend his right 

of private judgment, howsoever orthodox he may be to whatsoever form 

of religions faith. If he is unable to reciprocate I shonld ask, or com

pel him to resign his membership, for he has no natural place within 

our ranks, and “ an empty house is better than bad company.”

Two consoling things happened at this time, two rifts of clear sky 

amid the gloom : the Berhampur (Bengal) T. S. sent us a letter of sweet 

sympathy, and the Ceylon Buddhists reported that the Bnddhist Na

tional Holiday which I had asked Lord Derby to grant them had, with 

their Governor, Sir Arthur Gordon’s consent, been gazetted.

Under tbe circumstances of the situation we had the choice of two 

policies, the passive and the active : we might keep quiet, carry on our 

current business withont attracting public attention, or we might adopt 

the bolder course of challenging public opinion, by giving lectures in the 

principal centres of Indian influence and thought. I declared for tbe 

latter and, ray colleagues of the Executive Committee concurring, a lec-



tore at Paqheappa’s Hall, Madras, was arranged lor the 27tb A<pi£l—  

the 117th day of the year hence, to onr notions, one of good qmen. The 

result exceeded onr highest expectations : the Hall was packed in spite 

of the fact that, to prevent a rush, the Managing Committee ma4e a 

small charge for admission. The snm of Rs. 150 was taken at the doorB, 

and given away in charity. Five professors of the Christian College 

attended, but their presence did not dampen the ardor of their students, 

who almost cheered themselves hoarse.

I see that the lectnre was very fairly reported, the next day, in the 

local papers, an encouraging circnmstance in itself. T. Subba |tyw 

brought back, on the same day. our copy of lyiohini’s and Mrs. IJoHo- 

way’s “ Man, or Fragments of Forgotten History’’ and made a vsry 

severe criticism on it. “ He condemned it utterly” — I wijite— “ fayipg 

that its mistakes are calculated to throw discredit uppn the 2̂ ^ atmas ; 

while its dogmatic tone is insufferable.” When the book was announ

ced in London, w^h the intimation that it embodied authoritative track

ing from the Masters of Wisdom, I at once wrote to the Pall M all Qatette 
to deny the claim in  toto, and warned the public that the anthors of tbe 

book were alone responsible for its contents. Moreover, I had pasted 

inside the cover of every copy sold by the Theosophist Manager the same 

notification.

The European Mail of that week brought dispiriting accounts oft the 

feeling among onr people ; the result, no donbt, of H . P. B .’s not having 

been allowed to prosecute her slanderers in Court, Mr. Sinnett, among 

others, seemed mnch discouraged : still, it could not be helped ; to bave 

done otherwise than we did would have been most unwise.

If the Missionaries did not let Mme- Coulomb loose against General 

Morgan, it certainly was not for lack of provocation, for the M adras M ail 
of April 29, contained his reply to her plaint, in which he renewed his 

former insults and defied her to do her worst. The Editor, at the same 

time, giving notice that the discussion should not be carried further in 

his columns.

As a mental recreation, on the principle of offsetting one disagree

able thing by another even more lugubrious, I read a .good deal just then 

about the Witchcraft and Witch trials of the 17th Century, It strikes a 

Theosophist, in particular, most forcibly what revolting proofs tho^e 

tragedies afford of human bigotry, stupid prejudice and densest igno

rance of the l^ws of life, mind and soul. It is .enough to make one weep 

to recall the pictures of ignorant, and innocent, hysteriacs and mediums 

persecuted, imprisoned, even judicially murdered, because phenomena, 

which t̂ hey could not help, occurred in their presence, spreading panic 

and horror among the eye-witnesses, who were equally ignorant. a^d 

powerless as the neurotic patients themselves. D ’Assier has made good 

ase of some of the thousands of recorded facts, and Prof. Charcot and 

his colleagues have drawn upou th« judicial archives for a basis of 

argument ; but we have only to turn over the pages of Des Monsseaux

2



and the host of writers upou these psychical nnd mediumistie myste

ries, to see that there exists an inexhaustible fund of proof of the occa

sional interplay of occult forces and the mutual interference of the 

planes of the living and the dead.

H . S. 0f/C O TT.

MISS EDGER*S INDIAN TOUR LECTURES.
IV. T h e  T h e o s o p h ic  L i k e .

WE  have now traced out briefly the course of evolution, and have 

seen that the two most important facts that underlie the whole are 

the essential divinity of man, and, as an inevitable result of this, the 

unity of all men. The same facte apply also to the whole of natnre, 

but, for our present purpose, it is sufficient to consider them simply 

with reference to man. The purpose of evolution is the conscious reali

sation of these two facts, and, ss all realisation can be gained only 

through experience, and as it is impossible fully to know anything with

out the experience also of its opposite, evolution must consist of two 

parts, the first tending to the separation of the whole into individual units, 

and the second to the reunion of these, together with all the added experi

ence and developed consciousness. The first part, as we have seen, is 

connected with the lower kingdoms of life, from the elemental upwards to 

what we may call “ animal-man the second begins with the development 

of intelligence, when the animal forms were endowed with Manas, thns 

becoming strictly human. As this took place thousands, or perhaps 

millions, of years ago, we are no longer concerned with the first part, 

except in so far as the knowledge of past development helps us better 

to understand the present and future, and to form more accurate judg

ments as to right and wrong. For, taking the definition of right and 

wrong given in the last lecture, viz., harmony or disharmony with the 

law of evolution, it is clear that, what is right at one stage will be 

wrong at another. During the first part, when everything tends to 

separation, all that will accentuate the separateness of individuals is 

good, for it is helping forward their evolution : but, when the second 

part is reached, when the individualisation has been completed, then 

the very thing whioh was good before, becomes evil, for it n o w  

hinders the return to unity which is the purpose of the latter 

half of evolution. If we clearly understood this, we should not be so 

harsh in our judgment of others ; for we should know that those whose 

energies are all going outwards, seeking sensation, moved by desire, 

who find their chief satisfaction in the transitory plensures of material 

existence, have not yet experienced separateness sufficiently to realise 

that, being based on illusion, it gives no lasting happiness ; they are not 

yet able to understand what the reality is, and to recognise that the 

only lasting joy lies in the inner unity. Knowing this, we should be 

better able to help them, and lead them step by step to realise how low 

their ideal is, and how deceptive.



lt is only when this is realised, when we learn that separateness 

belongs to a comparatively elementary stage, and is purely illusory, 

that we are ready to begin living the Theosophic Life. W e  then see 

tbe two facts underlying all evolution, and begin to consider how our 

daily life may be brought into closer harmony with them ; we take 

these asthe principles to guide our conduct, and thus our life assumes 

a greater importance, we feel more fully our responsibility with regard 

to it. It would be impossible to describe iu any detail what a Theoso

phic Life would be, for the circumstances of all individuals are different, 

and require different treatment ; but we can see in general how these 

principles may be applied to life, leaving the detailed application to 

be worked out independently by each individual.

First, then, recognising that we are in essence divine, we shall try 

to make ourselves, our surroundings, and our lives worthy of that 

divinity. W e  shall recognise that actions which before seemed harm

less, now become sinful, as being unworthy of what we really are ; 

while those which before we felt to be wrong, will now be a hundred 

times more so. W e  shall feel that every act, nay every word and 

thought, must be judged by the answer we shall give to the simple ques

tion, “ Is this worthy of the divinity within ?” As was said many cen* 

turies ago by tbe Roman Stoic Epictetus :— “ You, O  man, are God’s 

chief work— aye, a very offshoot of God : you have some part of Him in 

yourself. W hy , therefore, do you not recognise ycftir high birth ? 

W hy  do you not know whence you have come ? When you eat, will 

you not remember who it is that you nourish with food ? In society, in 

eiercise, in debate, do you not know that it is God you keep, exert, and 

bear about with you, although, unhappy man, you are unconscious of 

it r* Do you imagine that I mean some God of silver or‘gold outside 

you? Nay, it is within yourself you bear Him, and you do not feel 

that you are polluting Him  with impure thoughts and filthy deeds. 

Now, were it an image of a God that was before you, you would not 

dare to do any of these things ; but, though God Himself is present 

withiu you, and overlooks and overhears everything, you are not 

ashamed to think and do such things!”

In our endeavour to become more worthy of our divine origin and 

nature, we shall do wisely to begin with our life on the physical plane; 

for that is the easiest to purify and remodel, and, if neglected, it will 

be a serious hindrance to us in our endeavour to purify ourselves 011 
higher planes. W e  shall strive to make our physical body pure, and 

shall recognise that a matter apparently so insignificant as the food and 

drink with which we build it. up, now becomes of great and serious 

importance. W e  shall train ourselves to reject t.he coarser kiuds of 

food and drink, in order that our body, in its greater purity and refine

ment, may better respond to the impulses from the divinity within. 

There are no articles, perhaps, that cause so great a deterioration and 

coarsening of the body as animal food and alcoholic drinks. In this 

matter you of the East have a great advantage ove* your Western



brothers; for your ancestors, back infco a remote antiquity, have recog

nised this fact, arid acted up to it; so that you have a heredity free 

froth this tteint. In the Western nations, on the other hand, the taking 

bf anittial food and alcoholic drink reaches back through generations 

updn generations, so that their heredity renders this kind of purification 

modt difficult; and ih sOme cases the automatic action of the body has 

beconie so strong it) the wrong direction, that it refuses the puret* kinds 

6f food, and it seems almost impossible to force it to change its habits 

in a single iri car nation. And yet some of you so little appreciate tbe 

fed vantage yon have, that you are wilfully throwing it away, and culti

vating the very habit that is so injurious ! Some of you, happily but 

few, think, forsooth, that it is a sign of greater respectability to takfe 

animal food and alcoholic drink at your dinner, and you rather pride 

^ourselves dn thus imitating the habits of the “ ruling class’*! Such of 

you do uot realise that in thus doing you are throwing away a treasure 

which it has taken many Centuries, nay, thousands of years, to acquire ; 

and by thus throwing it recklessly from you, you are injuring not only 

yourselves, but your descendants, and your nation. W h y  is it that 

ybh are SO apt to choose our vices as the objects of your imitation, instead 

of our virtues ?

frbxt to the purification of our bodies, or side by side with it, should 

come the refinement Of our surroundings. An atmosphere of beauty and 

refinement in otTr homes is a help to progress that should not be neglect

ed; for it strengthens the artistic side of onr nature, teaches us to appre

ciate the beautiful, and an appreciation of the truly beautiful will always 

accomp&ny a thorough appreciation of the truly good, and may even help 

to develop it. Moreover, perfection requires the cultivation of all tbe 

higher qualities, and therefore the artistic should not be neglected. It 

is a help also to others to come into an atmosphere of refinement and 

elegance. But refinement mnst not be confounded With luxury. There 

are many who seeta to think tliat they will make thdir homes more 

elegant, by crowding into them as much furniture as they will hotd, 

too often regardless of its quality and beauty. They surround them

selves with all manner of things they do not want and have no use for, 

thus wasting thought and time on things that belong only to the lowest, 

most ti*ansitory plane; devoting to these things energies that might he 

directed higher, and too often in this way depriving themselves of 

much of their means that might otherwise have been used for the 

helping of others. This is another of the Western vices that some of 

'you m  the East have begun to imitate, substituting for your anCwmt 

Simplicity, a luxury and extravagance of life which sits ill on you, sod 

at times degenerates into tawdriness and lack of good taste. True art 

and refinement are always associated with simplicity ; and the homes that 

best develop the artistic side of the nature are those where there is ao 

excess of furniture, but what there is, is good, useful, suitable and 

elegant. Then there is no frittering away of either energy, time, or 

means ; plenty of opportunity is left for helping otbfers, and the attention



is ndt unduly distracted from tbe higher pursuits. The refinement ol 

tbe home, like the purification of the body, becomes, uot an end in 

itself, bat a means to a higher end ; and the merely physical and mate- 

rial is recognised as subsidiary to the intellectual and spiritual.

Passing from this lower phase of development and purification, we 

shall next endeavour to develop and educate the intellect, again re- 

cognising that, as it is an instrument to be used by the real self, it also 

must be made as perfect and responsive as possible. But here we 

mnst distinguish between education and mere instruction. The latter 

is too Often the only result of what passes under the name of education. 

The  mind is stored with facts, a mass of information is gathered 

together, which will no doubt train the memory, or possibly over-train 

it ; btit there is little or no development of the faculty of thought. 

Subh an individual is lost when he goes outside of the range of 

subjects he has studied ; he is no better fitted to cope with the difficul

ties of life, te correlate all the problems he is obliged to solve, 

aud to draw right, conclusions "from the various circumstances with 

which he is surrounded, than one whose intellectual development has 

been neglected. Snch a mind is something like a brick-field, ou which 

all the materials required for making the bricks have been thrown down, 

and allowed to remain in a confused heap, instead of being moulded 

hlto bricks ; the material is there, but it is useless, for lack of the la- 

bourthat should have been spent in preparing it for use. A  well-train

ed aud educated mind, on the other hand, is like a storehouse of bricks 

«d1 well-formed, aod thoroughly hardened, ready for use to build up 

-some permanent structure. For mere information lasts for but one in- 

oarnation; the only thingthat can be built into tbe causal body, which 

-aleee persists from life to life, is the result of experience in the form 

of faculties, knowledge of right and wrong, and tendencies of character. 

Tims-true education consists in the using of the information gained, for 

*he development of tbe reasoning power; the buildingof mental faculty 

by oeustant systematizing and correlating of facts, and deductions 

therefrom of general principles.

Among Western nations there is to-day much importance attached 

to'intellectual culture. ^Western thought has followed especially the 

line of investigation and discovery on the physical plane; the facts thus 

gathered have been treated as a basis from which to deduce principles, 

•and'the result of this process has been twofold. First, it has led to a de

velopment of the logical power, the pnre reason, or Lower Manas ; se

condly, it has in some cases led to a mistaken idea that the intellect is 

tlie highest power of man, and the only one by which it is safe to test 

opinions. Hence metaphysical questions are by many avoided as

• being incapable of solution and therefore not worth any expenditure 

of thought or energy. This is unfortunate, for it has led to a one-sided 

dO'Tatoptttent' that must hinder progress. But at the same time the me- 

thorf hauits advantages, if carefully used ; for it is a reaction against 

the tendency to accept metaphysical teachings merely on authority; and



it must eventually lead to a careful testing of the foundations of our 

religious beliefs. Since I have been in this country. I have again and 

again heard regret expressed that the Western methods of education 

and thought have been introduced here, and many have said to tne:—

“ It is the Western education that has spoiled ns; it is making our 

young men agnostics and atheists, and is shaking the very foundations 

of our religion ; it is the canse of the low ebb of spirituality iu India 

to-day.” Bnt are you so sure of this ¥ Do you think that, if a bouse 

is built strongly and on firm foundations, it will be shaken and over

thrown by the first blasts that blow against it ? Were it so, wonld you 

not at once say that the foundations had not been well laid, or that the 

superstructure had been badly put together ? May it not be that yon 

had already forgotten the spirit of yonr religion before the Western 

education was brought to you ; that it was only the shell that you 

were clinging to P May you not have been depending too much on 

mere authority, and have accepted certain thoughts simply because 

you believed them to be in your sacred books, without first, ascer

taining for yourselves by careful study that such actually is the 

teaching of scriptures, and then studying, comparing, reasoning, so 

that you might satisfy yourselves as to why such teaching is true ** 

Believe me, Western education is a two-edged weapon; wrongly 

used, it is worse than useless ; but if rightly used, it will, on the one 

side, undermine everything in religion of which the foundation is not 

sure, while, ou the other, it will reinforce and build up all that is based 

on reason and knowledge, and not on mere authority. Religion based 

only on authority will degenerate iuto superstition, and then it is 

well that there should quickly come some resisting force that 

will show wherein it is weak, and teach us to make our founda

tions stronger at once, before we raise our building to snob a 

height that its fall will involve us in ruin. Better even such 

ruin, than to continue building on an uusure basis ; for sooner or later 

the fall must come, and though it may bring with it pain and suffering, 

we shall at length by the very suffering be led to rise from under the 

ruins and begin to build afresh. Those of you who understand the 

inner meaning of your religion, and who know why you believe as you 

do, can never be moved from your position by any other system of 

thought; you will be able to sift out from all, what is true, to reject 

what is false, and to show exactly why you accept the one aud reject 

the other. You will thus find that the results of study along one line, 

if carefully tested, will never interfere with those along another line, 

for truth is one, and the different lines of thought are but the comple

mentary aspects of the one whole. And may it uot also be that oue 

reason for the harm that appears to have beeu done by the Western 

education, is that it has sometimes been songht with an unworthy 

motive ? Has it not by some been looked on merely as a means of getting 

offices, and making their way in the world, instead of as a means of 

better developing the instrument of the divinity within r' Surely wc



Rbould rather look npon education in all directions as one of our most 

sacred duties, as one that mast never be degraded by making it merely 

an instrument for worldly advancement! Take the Western education 

then, and use it so as to gain a still more complete development of your 

intellectual powers, and also to reinforce your religious beliefs by the 

light it throws on those troths which, as I have tried to indicate, are 

the reflection on the lower plane of the spiritual truths on the higher.

But it is not good if in any country the education is confined to the 

men. For women have a very important part to play in the life of a 

nation. They have first to make the home* refined and cultured. Other

wise there will be something lacking in the Jives of the men. They 

will find that they must seek congenial, intellectual companionship out

side their own homes ; there will be one side of their lives in which their 

wives have no share ; and this will lead to a breaking of the unity of the 

home. Such a condition of things saps the very foundation of home life, 

and, as the home is perhaps the most important and most sacred institu

tion in the nation, anything which injures the home life mast also 

interfere with the life of the nation. Then, too, we must remember that 

it is the women who are the mothers of future generations, and unless 

the mothers are themselves well-educated, tbey will be unable to give 

their children the training that they need. Looking at this matter 

from the point of view of individual development, we realise still more 

fully the importance of the education of women. For in the soul, the 

real self, there is no sex ; that belongs only to the personality, the 

temporary outer covering worn by the soul, and the individual entity 

that to-day is embodied in the form of a woman, may in the next life 

use tbe form of a man. Hence, whatever be the outer form, it is equal- 

ly essential that the faculties of the self be fully developed.

But the intellectual development must be accompanied with the 

moral and devotional. On the former of these two it is unnecessary to 

dwell at any length. The necessity for it is inculcated in the ethics of 

every religion; and it has been shown by many Theosophical writers that 

the farther we advance in our study of Theosophical teachings, the more 

do we realise the supreme importance of moral development. It has 

two aspects; the restraint of the lower tendencies, that is, of those 

which may have been right in the earlier stages of evolution, but 

which we ought now to have outgrown, and which, have therefore 

become distinctly and positively evil ; and the building up of the 

active virtues, which, as has been seen, must ultimately take the 

place of the mere negative avoidance of wrong. This is to be done 

by control of thought, and the persistent steady meditation on our ideal 

of character, combined with tbe constant effort to realise it in daily 

life.* W e  may notice in passing that the surest way of purifying the 

thoughts is to associate with each wrong thought that is a temptation 

to us, some purd and holy one on which the mind can easily rest; the

* Cf. In the Outer Court,” A. Besant, pp. 77 et seq.



power of association is so strong that thk effort, continued for only a 

abort time, will cause the pore thonght always to follow in ihe train 

of tbe wrong one, until at length the latter finds no reetingtplaoe in onr 

mind, and ceases to trouble na. Similarly with those tendencies of 

character that we recognise to be wrong; we need to (divert t-he. energy 

that is beneath them, and is being nsed for a wrong purpose, ao that 

we may lose nothing of it, but turn it all to a good use ; * and m e  shall 

find it far easier to do this, if we strive at the same time to buildup the 

virtue which is the exact opposite of the fault we want to cure. In thiR 

w^y the latter will be starved out, for it will find no room to grow? It 

seems as if our faults had almost become actual entities that were Qghting 

against us; a violent, active resistance to them may tend to wtoosify 

them by arousing a stronger opposition to us in their struggle tocontigue 

their own existence; but the quiet, steady ignoring of them, accompani

ed by the building up of the opposite virtues, will gradually weaken 

them, as they fiud that their attacks produce no responsive action in ns, 

while it will at the same time arm ns with the strong weapon of active 

virtue that must in time destroy the vice. It is as if we had a plot pf 

ground in which some useless or noxious plant was growing, aud to get 

rid of it, we planted iu our plot a stronger and useful plant, which, as 

it gradually spread, wonld kill ont the other by leaving it no nourish

ment and no room in which to grow.

Thus may we work on steadily, developing and purifying our

selves physically, mentally, and morally, onr motive throughout 

being that we may become more worthy of that divinity which isonr real 

self. But we may often feel as if some still stronger foree were needed'to 

buoy us np amid the countless difficulties and discouragements we mast 

expect to meet at every turn. For the prooess of growth bene out

lined is not an easy one; there is nothing in it that .attracts the personal 

self; no outward reward will be gained ; it will ncrt bring to us any 

glory amongst our fellow-men. lt is a work that must go on within 

ourselves* nnseen, unknown to others, unrecognized, and often appa

rently unrewarded. And, more than this, it means the doing tof that 

which is the hardest and most painful work we could undertake. For 

we have learned so to identify ourselves with our personalities, our 

lower selves, that the overcoming of them means the gradual destruc

tion of that which we feel to be a very part of ourselves. Far easier 

would it be to send all our energies outwards, and confine ourselves 

to doing some work for. humanity which would perhaps demand great 

ontward sacrifice on our part, bnt which would richly compensate ns 

by the applause aud fame it would win for us ! Bat too often in such 

wonk there is the canker of selfishness eating out its very heart, and, 

perhaps almost, unconsciously to ourselves, the good we try to do is 

minimised by the want of purity in our motive. Bettor than this, is it 

to work on patiently, unseen and unpraised, with the purification of

* Cf. “ In the Onter Court,” A. Besant, pp. 26



the self, that, when we are fit to be trusted with some wider work, we 
may do it with purity of motive and entire absence of self-seeking. 
The force that will enable us to carry out this process of self-purifi
cation and development is found in our religious and devotional life, 
bat the detailed consideration of that must be postponed to the next 
lecture.

It must not, however, be argued from the preceding, that our 
endeavours to help humanity may rightly be postponed until our self- 
purification is completed. The two processes must go on together; for 
we have seen that the two principles by which our lives should begnided, 
are onr own inherent divinity, and our unity with others. And thus the 
other side of a Theosophic Life will be the endeavour to realise this unity 
in all onr actions ; in other words, to realise the brotherhood of humanity. 
This principle is recognised in all religions systems; everywhere we are 
taught that men are brothers, and that their relations to one another 
should be guided by the recognition of their brotherhood. And many 
are the organisations, both religious and secular, that are formed in 
order to try to bring about a fuller realisation of the brotherhood of 
man. But too often it has been a limited ideal of brotherhood that 
they have tried to reach ; a brotherhood among the members of the parti
cular organisation, perhaps ; a brotherhood with some particular class of 
society to which they are trying to give help; or, in some cases, it is 
considered to apply more closely to those who hold the same or similar 
religious opinions; it is a brotherhood to which all Christians, perhaps, 
would be readily admitted, but non-Christians, though admitted, 
wonld not be looked on as quite snch near brothers, and efforts 
would be made to convert them as soon as possible from the 
error of their ways. There are some, fortunately for humanity, 
who can rise above all these distinctions; who recognise that differ
ences of opinioif need not separate men from one another any 
more than differences in their clothes. They can feel that all these 
matters are comparatively external, aud therefore unimportant, that 
differences of colour, class or caste, wealth, belong to the outer personal
ities ; that even differences of religious belief belong more to the in
tellectual than to the spiritual ; for underneath all creeds we find the 
same spiritual principles, and so long as we have the spiritual truth it 
matters little in what dress we clothe it. Far be it from me to imply 
that it matters little what we believe. It is all-important that we 
should believe only what is true, for ou what we believe will depend 
what we do and what we are. But we must be careful not to confound 
spiritual belief with a mere intellectual acceptance of certain forms or 
dogmas. Recognising that the basis of all religion is the divinity 
and the unity of man, our couception of brotherhood will become 
wider and more real ; it will comprehend every human being, 
and it will no longer be a mere lip-acknowledgement of the fact; 
it will become an actual force in our lives. It is easy to say, “ all 
men are brothers and should therefore help one another;” this is an

3



abstraction, a vague generality, that is easily put on one side, when 
we are called on to put it in practice, and to recognise our own indivi
dual responsibility towards our brothers. We are apt then to plead, 
“ I am not my brother’s keeper ; this is not a matter in which I 
have any responsibility.” Bnt if we teach ourselves always to think, 
k‘ This brother of mine may have sunk low, he may have gone astray, 
yet he is bonnd to me by a bond that cannot be broken ; the same 
divine life which animates me is also in him : we are parts of one whole, 
and, as such, must suffer together, must fall or rise together ; no sin or 
suffering can touch him without also affecting me” ; if we always 
think thus, then we shall never sit idly b\, so long as there is even 
the least .thing that we can do to help.

Perhaps nothing will be a greater help to us in this than a belief 
in Karma and Reincarnation. For in the light of these teachings there 
are bonds between us, that belong not to this life only, but to many 
lives ; bonds that we have formed in the past, and that have brought 
us together again in the present. We need to remember that there 
are two kinds of such bonds. We all admit the strength of th© 
bonds of friendship and affection ; we must all feel that to oar 
friends and relatives we are drawn all the more closely when we 
realise that we have known and loved them before, and are to-day- 
only continuing the soul-union that was begun before. Bnt some
times we forget that, as surely as our love and friendship is a bond 
that will pass on»with us, so too is our hatred and enmity. All evolu
tion is tending to unity, and just as a chain is no stronger than ita 
weakest link, so the unity of the whole will be rendered impossible by 
the disunion between any of its parts. Now, when we cultivate any 
fealings of ill-will or dislike to another, it is as though we were build- 
ing np a wall which must be demolished before we all can become as 
one. Were it but a physical wall or barrier, another 'might, come and 
break it down for n s; but it is a barrier that has its foundation in onr 
thoughts, and those can be changed by none bnt ourselves. Hence those 
between whom such a barrier exists must be brought together time 
after time till they break it down This explains why we so often feel 
an instinctive antipathy to some individual; we may see much to res
pect and admire, but still there is an inexplicable something that makes 
us dislike. Then we shonld remember that it is a barrier brought over 
from the past; it may be of our own building, it may have been bnilt by 
the other. In the latter case, it is all-important that we shonld in no 
way yield to our dislike now ; for if we do so, we are putting i n onr brickn 
also to make the barrier yet stronger and harder to destroy. If it is of our 
own building, it is, if possible, of even greater importance that we should 
do our utmost to break it down, for sooner or later it must, go, and the 
longer it is put off, the harder it will be. So, in any case, we need to cnfti * 
vate, especially towards those we dislike, feelings of patience, considera
tion, kindliness, charity; we should train ourselves to ignore or excuse 
tbeir faults, and to dwell in thought on their good points, for everyone has



some good qualities if we will but sec them ; and thus to begin forging a 
chain of sympathy which will iu time break through and overthrow the 
barrier of the past. As the Lord Buddha has said, “ Hatred ceases not 
by hatred, hatred ceases by love;” or, to quote the words of the great 
Christian Teacher, “ Overcome evil with good”, whether this evil be of 
our own doing or of another’s.

It is not necessary here to do more than refer in passing to the 
way in which the belief in Reincarnation strengthens our sense of duty 
towards our own fam ily; it has already been so often emphasised 
by others, and I have myself dwelt on it at some length else
where.* Nor need I here enter iuto any discussion of the reasons why 
the belief in Reincarnation makes us feel mere keenly than anything 
else our responsibility to society, and to the particular class or caste, 
a n d  nation, in which we find ourselves to-day ; for all who hold tbat 
belief will recognise that they are where they are, because they have 
helped to make their present surroundings, and because it is therefore 
their especial duty to try to undo some of the harm they have done iu 
the past, by helping to reform the social evils of the present. The way 
in which this is to be done must be decided by each individual. There 
are many schemes for social reform, some good, some the reverse, au{l 
each must choose whichever he considers the best, to give it his sup
port or help. Some may help society by practical work on the physical 
plane, relieving the needs and helping to improve the surroundings of 
those who are in distress; others may be able to help better by intel
lectual work, by spreading truer and nobler ideals amongst men and 
using all their intellectual force to indue® them to try to reach suqli 
ideals. Some can do the best work by joining their forces with those 
of others in some far-reaching scheme; others can work best alone and 
among individuals. The particular method of work matters little; what 
does matter is that each should contribute some share to the great work, 
and that the motive should be no desire for reward or glory, but the 
recognition of onr individual responsibility, and the duty incumbent ou 
us to work for unity. And we can scarcely consider any life a truly 
Theosophic one, in which something is not done for the uplifting of human- 
tty.

But there is one aspect of our responsibility to society which has a 
very importaut bearing on the present, and which we do not always 
fully realise. I have already spoken of the influence of thought as it 
affects the atmosphere with which we surround ourselves, and therefore 
the general tone of society ; for we can at once see that society will be 
what it is made by the collective thought of the individuals composing 
it. But there is a more definite and particular way in which thought 
acts than this. It is a similar action on the thought-plane to what is 
known on the physical plane as sympathy of vibration. It is a well- 
known scientific fact that the vibration of one body will awaken a eor-

-* Se« “ T h e o s o p h y  A p p lie d ,” p p . 4 8 — 62.



responding vibration in auother body which is ‘‘ tuned” to vibrate at tbe 
same rate as the first. This has often been illastrated by two tuning- 
forks of the same pitch. If these are placed free to vibrate and then one of 
them is struck, the characteristic note will of coarse be heard ; if this is  
stopped after a few seconds, the note will still be heard, proceeding from 
thesecond tuning-fork which has not been touched. It is said that i f  
several lutes are tuned to the same pitch, aud one is then played upon, the 
others will echo the music, thongh they have not been tonched ; and I be
lieve this is a fact generally recognised amongst you in the case of violins 
tuned to the same pitch. Now we may regard our minds as being like 
so many lutes, tnned some to one pitch, sotoe to another, according to  
the qaality of the thoughts that predominate. When, therefore, we think 
a certain quality of thought, that will go out from us as a vibration, 
which, following the laws of vibration, will spread oatwards in all direc
tions ; when this comes into the neighbourhood of a mind that is of a  
similar quality to the thought, a sympathetic vibration will be 
awakened in it, and thus our thonght will reflect itself, so to speak, in  
the mind of another, or possibly of many others. So that from the point 
of view of occnlt teaching, we may regard as a probable fact, what 
Professor Crookes admits as a possibility when he suggests as an objec
tion to the transference of thought from one brain to one other, that “ i t  
can be urged that if brain waves diffuse in all directions, they should 
affect all sensitives within their radius of action instead of impressing 
only one brain.”* % To take a concrete illustration, suppose we think a 
thought of anger for some injury that has been done. If it be strongly 
directed against the person Who has done the injury, it will produce an 
artificial elemental that will seek an opportunity to work some ill on 
the person against whom it is directed. But very often onr thoughts of 
anger are not directed with such precision and definiteness as to 
produce that result; they are often somewhat vague, general feel
ings of anger against others, not necessarily against one other ; and 
then their effect is more general and wide-spread. It is not impossi
ble, indeed, that even a strongly directed thought may have a general 
effect in addition to the special one on the person against whom it 
is sent. There will be, then, waves of angry vibrations going out
wards from us. If these come into the neighbourhood of minds that 
are naturally inclined towards angry thoughts, or who are at that 
time tempted to feel anger, it is probable that the vibrations we 
have sent out may awaken corresponding ones in these other minds. 
The presence and influence of our thought-vibrations will at least 
make it more difficult for others to resist the temptation to be angry. 
It may be that we have been restrained by various conditions from 
allowing our anger to find expression in either word or thought; 
bnt those whom toe help to be angry may not be thus restrained, and hence 
they may possibly be led on by their passions into some deed of violence. 
We shall then not be free of blame with reference to that deed ; for

* See Borderland, Vol. IV ., p. 139.



thongh we have had no apparent connection with it, and though we 
may be totally unacquainted with the persons concerned, yet we have 
helped to produce in them the conditions that rendered it possible. It 
would be well, both for ourselves and for others, if, whenever we hear 
of some act of injustice, cruelty, violence, we were to pause and consi
der whether we have been in the habit of cherishing thoughts and feel
ings that would prompt to such deeds ; for, if so, then it is more than 
possible that we have helped to bring about that act, by sending out 
vibrations that made it easier. This thought should make us realise 
more than ever the importance of carefully guarding our thoughts and 
feelings that we may at least be free from the guilt of helping our 
brothers to sin. The reverse of this is, of course, true. By our good 
thoughts we are sending out vibrations that will tend to awaken corres
ponding good thoughts in the minds of others, similarly inclined. 
There is no deed of heroism, no act of beuevolence and charity that it 
is impossible for us to have some little share in, by our thonght-force. 
For if we systematically cultivate thoughts of love and helpfulness 
to humanity, these will surely reach all those who are trying to 
work for humanity, and will strengthen and encourage them in 
their work. Sometimes we are* over-burdened with a desire to help 
others, and at the same time a consciousness, of our inability ; it may 
be that we have neither the health and strength to work ourselves, 
nor the means to supply to those who have both health and strength. 
Then we can think, and, if the sincerity of our thoughts be shown 
by the little acts of helpfulness that will from time to time be pos
sible for us, then the thoughts will go out from us as a powerful 
foroe in the great work going on around us. It may be that we 
have formed some plan which we believe would help others, and 
yet we ourselves canuot carry it out; then by thought we may be able 
to impress it on the mind of another who is in a position to put it into 
actual practice. The example of the great philanthropist, George 
Miiller, is familiar to us all. He had but little means himself to do his 
great work among neglected orphans, but he had the will, and he felt 
that it was a good, nay, a divine work. By his prayers, or, as occultists 
would say, by the force of his strong, pure, unselfish thoughts, he so 
influenced others that they sent him everything he needed for his 
work, and thus were helped by him to share in it themselves. Thus 
we need none of us despair of being able to make our lives truly 
helpful to humanity; for there are none of us so poor, so weak, so de
prived of opportunity, that we cannot think good and loving thoughts. 
Let us all, then, who recognise our responsibility, at least resolve to watoh 
over our thoughts, carefully shutting out all that may hinder, and cul
tivating the definite habit of sending out every day strong thoughts of 
love and help to all onr snffering or sinning brothers.

Strong as such a force wonld be, we must not, however, suppose 
that even it will reform society in the course of a few years, no, nor 
probably in the course of many centuries, Evolutiou works slowly aud



surely, and she cannot be overmuch hastened in her work. Society will 
improve only as the character of humanity is raised ; and so, both in 
our practical schemes and in our thoughts, we should try to work main
ly ou the character of others, and not merely on the external conditions. 
The latter must not be neglected, for they are a serious hindrance to 
the internal reform, but their improvement is not an end in itself, but 
only a means to an end, and will be permanent only when the end 
has been reached. Gut, because we have a long journey before us, 
is that any reason why we should sit down in despair, and re
fuse to set out ? Bather should we set out at onoe, that the goal 
may be the sooner reached. But it is well that we should recognise 
the difficulty and greatness of tlie task we are undertaking, else we 
shall soon be discouraged when we come face to face with difficulty 
and disappointment. Being prepared for it, nothing sha.ll daunt us, 
and we Ahall continue our work, full of hope and courage, knowing tbat 
at last the separatenees will be broken down, and all men will recog
nise not only that they are brothers, but that they are in very tratfi 
one in essence, and that all are travelling, though by different ways, to 
one common goal.

L il ia n  E d g er .

FRAGMENTARY THOUGHTS.
N o .  I I I .

[ Continued from page 3 0 8 . ]

REALISING the value of meditation, the F.T.S* (not of the E.S.T.) 
sets apart a oertain time each day for that purpose. When tbe 

appointed hour comes he shuts himself in a room, sits in an (urotio, and 
then—? Why then he may well ask, “ how to bogin the beginning!” 
He had promised himself ecstasy, had resolved upon devoting to it an 
hour at least, and here tbe first few minutes find him foundering and 
floundering. This stumbling block in the way of all beginners is easily 
removed if the beginner is not above accepting advice from the sastras. 
Of course we take it for granted that the friend to whom is yiveu this 
unsolicited advice is an4 average* person. We presuppose that high apd 
abstract thinking, so much recommended, is above him. Let such pin 
one learn from analogy. Nothing is done well if one plunges into it all 
of a sudden. Some sort of preparation is absolutely necessary. Tbe 
epicure gloats in anticipation over the dainties he is to eonsame. The 
lover at a rendezvous pictures to himself beforehand all that fond love has 
in store for him. Meditation, similarly, to be effectual must be preceded 
by some sort of preparation. Meditation itself is a preparation for the 
work that lies before you during a day. And that preparation itself 
requires preparation. The sdstras prescribe a bath, an invaluable pre
liminary, from the point of vantage gained. $fow, there are baths and 
bptbs, and the ablutions of a devout Hindu bear not tlie least resem
blance to the European splashing among the water-jars. The refresh



ment of the body has a corresponding effect on the mind. The buoyancy 
of the one reflects exhilaration on the other, and tbat is very helpful, 
since meditation and despond eucy do not go together. Mantras, too are 
given for recitation at bathing-time, and these, if their meaning is un
derstood, serve to provide food for reflection, give point to the mind 
and pnt it into a serious mood, if the beginner, however, has 
due respect for his own century, the nineteenth, he will scorn to use 
these archaic methods. The best thing for him to do, then, is to pave 
the way by reading a solid book which deals with the higher problems of 
life, a book which to be understood and appreciated requires some amount 
of pleasurable intellectual effort. Thus prepared, let him enter his 
shrine and he will be successful in pouring out aspirations towards 
the Infinite. A preliminary and frequent recitation of ‘ Om’ fixes 
tbe attention and (pray do not laugh) a rosary of beads is a helper of 
no mean import, especially if the beads be real rudrdksha. One cannot 
be always retuling or actively thinking. Hence, the despised rosary is 
Irom its handiness and snggestiveness, a real help in the vacant hours of 
the twenty-four, when the mind, from habit that bus become a 
second nature, entertains thoughts which you would not care to preserve 
in your note-book. Don’t I bear the reader muttering ‘ simpleton ?’

I shall be impertinent enoagh to offer further advice to oar would- 
be beginner in meditation. It is by no means an unusual practice 
&itfong us to mistake meditation for visualising the Master’s portrait. 
T bisv  a mistake to be avoided. The beginner, after many an effort may 
s o o n  find out that it is of no nse. He can recall many a face he has seen 
but once or twice, bnt the face of the Blessed One will not rise up before 
his mental vision though he daily feasts his eyes on the photograph. 
Write it down then as an axiom, that unless you have acquired a certain 
amount of purity you will not be able to recall the face. Even if 
the attempt succeeds it is best to desist. I will tell you why presently. 
The act of recalling His face is very often accompanied by the intrusion 
in yonr mind of an uninvited, undesirable thought. While attempting 
to visualize the Guru’s portrait you are necessarily reminded of His 
extreme g r e a t n e s s  and goodness. And these thoughts, it would seem, 
immediately suggest their very opposite. It is not then desirable that 
yon should construct a mental image of the Master in order to reflect 
apon it the shadow of your ugly thought. A prominent Theosophist 
once said to me, in answer to a question, that in such a contingency ifc 
was often found helpfnl to utter the Master’s name. But after all, 
it i s  best to avoid visualizing until you have in a measure purged away 
your droiBs,

* * #

We are simply living in the world of effects. The folly of the age 
lies in ‘ t a k i n g  facts as they are’, in completely ignoring the cause. 
All that we see is bufc a rapidly passing phase of some reality. 
That phase we seize upon and label as ‘real,’ while it is ‘ unreal’ in the



s e n s e  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  w h a t  i t  i s  t a k e n  fo r .  T h e  v a r io u s  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  

w e  s e e  i n  t h i s  w o r ld  h i n g e  u p o n  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  s w a r m  r o u n d  tb e  

‘ l i f e  o f  a  h u m a n  b e in g * . W e  m a y  w id e n  t h e  c i r c l e ,  e x p a n d i n g  i t  in t o  

t h e  l i f e  o f  a  f a m i l y ,  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  n a t io n ,  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  r a c e .  I t  i s  th e  

g l o r y  o f  T h e o s o p h y  t o  g i v e  t h e  r i g h t  c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h a t  l i f e .  M o d e r n  

t h o u g h t  f i x e s  i t s e l f  o n  b n t  o n e  f a c e t  l e a v i n g  t h e  o t h e r  t w o ,  t h e  b e h in d  

a n d  t h e  in - f r o n t ,  u n e x p lo r e d .  I t  b e i n g  w h o l l y  l o s t  i n  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  

t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  w h a t - i6- t o - b e  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  v e r y  d i m  t o  i t .  T h e  T h e o s o 

p h i s t  k n o w s  b e t t e r .  H e  a l w a y s  p o s i t s  t h e  c a u s e .  H e  k n o w s  t h a t  t h e  

c a u s e  i s  t h e r e ,  m u s t  b e  s o m e w h e r e ,  a n d  t h a t  w h a t  h e  e n c o u n t e r s  i s  b u t  

i t s  n a t u r a l  s e q u e n c e ,  n o t  t o  b e  d i s r e g a r d e d ,  b u t  a l s o  n o t  t o  b e  u n d u ly  

m a g n i f ie d .  A n d  s o  h e  a l w a y s  lo o k s  f o r  t h e  r o o t  a n d  i s  t h u s  a  b e t t e r  

f a t h e r ,  a  b e t t e r  s o c ia l  r e f o r m e r ,  a  b e t t e r  p o l i t i c i a n ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  i s  a  b e t 

t e r  a n d  a  m o r e  h o p e f u l  a s p ir a n t .  W h e n  o n c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  t h a t  w h ic h  

g a v e  r i s e  to  i t  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  g r a s p e d ,  o n r  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  r e s t s  o n  

a  f ir m  g r o u n d — in d e e d  i t  a l m o s t  a m o u n t s  t o  c e r t i t u d e .  H e n c e ,  T h e o e o  

p h i s t s  a r e  n o t  a f r a id  o f  t a l k i n g  c o n f i d e n t l y  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  a w a i t s  u s .  

T h e  g r e a t e s t  l e s s o n  t o  h e  d e r iv e d  f r o m  ‘ t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  a r e , ' i s  t h e  l e s s o n  

o f  s u g g e s t i o n .  I n d e e d , ( t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  a r e ’ c a n  s e r v e  n o  o t h e r  p u r p o s e .  

T h i n g s  are b e c a u s e  t h e y  w a n t  tt) s u g g e s t  s o m e t h i n g  t o  y o n .  I n  t h e  l i g h t  

o f  t h i s  r u l e  a n  u n e x p e c t e d ,  s t a r t l i n g  p h e n o m e n o n  i s  n o t  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  

m e r e l y  a s  a  f r e a k  o f  n a t u r e .  A  ‘ f r e a k  o f  n a t u r e *  i s  a  m e a n i n g l e s s  p b r a s e ; 

a n d  t h o s e  o n l y  t a k e  r e f u g e  in  i t  w h o  a r e  a f r a i d  to  lo o k  b e f o r e  o r  b e h in d *  

l e s t  t h e i r  p r e c o n c e iv e d  t h e o r i e s  m i g h t  b e  d e s t r o y e d .  A n d  s o  t h e  T h e o s o 

p h i s t  w h o  ia  a l w a y s  w id e  a w a k e  a n d  o p e n  t o  s u g g e s t i o n s  s e i z e s  c lu e s  

w h i c h  ( t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  a r e ’ a f f o r d ,  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e m  n p  r e s o l v e s  a  

m i r a c l e  i n t o  a  n o - m ir a c l e .  H i s  m o t t o  b e i n g ,  “  T h e r e  i s  n o  r e l i g i o n  h i g h e r  

t h a n  t r u t h , ”  i t  n e v e r  o c c u r s  t o  h im  t o  b u r k e  f a c t s ,  t o  d e n y  t h a t  t h i n g s  

a r e  a s  t h e y  a r e . C o n s e q u e n t l y  a n d  n a t u r a l l y  h e  i s  n o t  in  t h e  g o o d  g r a c e s  

o f  t h e  m a n  in  t h e  la b o r a t o r y  a n d  t h e  m a n  in  t b e  p u l p i t .

H .  S e a k a v .

THEOSOPHICAL AXIOMS ILLUSTRATED.

D
U R I N G  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  b o d y  

o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  W is d o m  

R e l i g i o n  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c o n c i s e l y  

f r a m e d  f o r m u la s ,  e m b o d y i n g  a  w id e  r a n g e  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c  t h o u g h t  r e 

g a r d i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a n d  m a n ,  t h e i r  o r i g i n  a n d  d e s t i n y .  T h e  p u r p o s e  

o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i s  n o t  in  a n y  w a y  t o  a t t e m p t  a  t h e o r e t i c  

e x p o s i t i o n  o f  a n y  p o r t io n  o f  t h i s  w id e  f i e ld  o f  t r u t h  ; b u t  r a t h e r  t o  

e x c e p t  a s  axioms, t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  w h i c h  o t h e r s  h a v e  d e d u c e d  ; a n d  t o  

i l l u s t r a t e  a n d  a p p l y  t h e m  t o m a n  in  h i s  v a r i e d  r e l a t i o n s  t o ,  a n d  in ,  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  w o r ld s .  O n r  p u r p o s e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p r a c t i c a l  

o n e .  W e  a c c e p t  c e r t a i n  b r o a d ly  d e f in e d  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  axiomatic truth*, 
a n d  p r o c e e d  to  t r a n s l a t e  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  a c t u a l i t i e s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  

l i f e — o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  w h ic h  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  in



t h e  s a c r e d  a r c a n u m  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l ; a n d  i s  f r o m  t h e n c e  t r a n s f e r r e d  

i n t o  t h e  v a r i e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  l i f e — in  t h e  h o m e ,  t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  

s o c ia l  a n d  b u s in e s s  r e l a t i o n s  ; in  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  ; in  

p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p u r s u i t s .

T h e  a x i o m s  w e  a c c e p t ,  m a y  b e  b r i e f ly  s t a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s  :— T h a t  t h e  

u l t i m a t e  D e i t y  i s  i m p e r s o n a l  a n d  in c o m p r e h e n s ib l e *  T h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  

D i v i n e  n a t u r e  o f  m a n .  T h e  U n i t y  o f  a l l  m a n i f e s t e d  n a t u r e ,  f r o m  t h e  

h i g h e s t  G -od s a n d  w o r ld s ,  t o  t h e  m i c r o s c o p i c  d u s t  a n d  i u f u s o r ia .  T h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  D i v i n e  o r d e r s  o f  I n t e l l i g e n c e s ,  h i e r a r c h i e s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  B e i n g s  

h i g h e r  t h a n  m a n .  T h e  s p i r i t u a l  b a s i s  o f  p h y s i c a l  l i f e ,  a n d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  

n n i t y  o f  a l l  n a t u r e  o n  e v e r y  p l a n e  o f  l i f e .  T h a t  s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  p h e n o 

m e n a  o f  w h a t e v e r  k in d  o r  c h a r a c t e r ,  a r e  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  f a c t s  in  n a t u r e .  

T h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a n  e x t e n d e d  s e r i e s  o f  r e i n c a r n a t io n ,  o r ,  c y c l e s  o f  r e b ir t h ,  

w h i c h  a p p l y  t o  m a n  a n d  a l l  b e lo w  h im .  T h e  L a w  o f  c a u s a t i o n ,  w i t h  

i t s  i n f i n i t e  c o n c a t e n a t io n  o f  e f f e c t s ,  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  

m a n  a s  a  m o r a l  a g e n t .  A n d  l a s t l y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  o f  c o n -  

s c i o n s n e s s s  t h a n  t h o s e  w h ic h  a r e  m a n i f e s t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  o r g a n s  

o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  s e n s a t i o n .  W i t h  t h i s  b r i e f  e n u m e r a t i o n  l e t  u s  p r o c e e d .

T h e o s o p h y  h a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  m a d e  f o r  i t s e l f  a  p la c e  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  

r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  i s  s i l e n t l y  m o d i f y i n g  a n d  m o u l d i n g  i t  i n  s e v e r a l  

d i r e c t i o n s  in  t h e s e  c l o s i n g  y e a r s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  M a n y  t h o u g h t -  

f a l  p e o p l e  w i t h  c u l t i v a t e d  m i n d s  p e r c e i v e  w i t h  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c l e a r n e s s ,  

i t s  c l a i m  t o  b e  a  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l i f e ,  i t s  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  a n d  c o g e n c y ,  a n d  

i t s  r e l a t i o n ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  t o  t h e  f i t n e s s  o f  t h i n g s .  I t s  s u i t a b i l i t y  a s  a  

s o l u t i o n  o f  s o m e  o f  l i f e ’s  v a r ie d  p r o b le m s  in  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  m e t a p h y s i c s  

a n d  e t h i c s  s t r o n g l y  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  m o r a l  n a t u r e s .  B u t  

t h a t  i t  i s  s u i t e d  f o r  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

l i v i n g  m a s s  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  t o  in f lu e n c e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  p e o p le  o f  

o u r  b u s y  w o r ld ,  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  p a s s i o n  p , f e e d  t h e i r  s o u l s ,  s a t i s f y  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e ; in  a  w o r d ,  to  b e  t o  t h e m  a c o u n c i l l o r  

a n d  g u i d e  i n  f a m i l y ,  s o c ia l ,  b u s in e s s ,  a n d  p u b l ic  l i f e ,  i s  l a r g e l y  q u e s t i o n 

e d ,  a n d  v e r y  m u c h  d o u b t e d .

T o  a t t e m p t  t o  m e e t  a n d  s o l v e  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  r e m o v e  t h e  

d o u b t s ,  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e s s a y .  O u r  p u r p o s e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  

a  p r a c t i c a l  o n e .  I t  i s  t o  t a k e  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  l i f e  a n d  b e i n g  a s  form u^- 

l a t e d  b y  T h e o s o p h y ,  f r o m  t h e i r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a n d  m e t a p h y s i c a l  h e i g h t s  ; 

t o  t a k e  t h e m  a s  t b e y  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  f o r  a b s t r a c t  m e d i t a t io n ,  a n d  t o  t r a n s 

l a t e ,  t o  a p p l y  t h e m  t o  t h e  a c t u a l i t i e s  o f  c o m m o n p la c e  d a i l y  l i f e .  I  p u r p o s e  

t a k i n g  t h e  axioms, tlie postulates and the theories w h i c h  a r e  f a m i l i a r  t o  

t h e  s t u d e n t ,  a n d  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b r i n g  t h e m  i n t o  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  

v a r i e t i e s  a n d  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  in n e r ;  t h e  r e l i g i o n s ,  t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  s o c ia l ,  

a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  : in  o r d e r  t o  s h o w  t h e i r  b e a r i n g  o n ,  a n d  a d a p t a b i 

l i t y  t o  m e e t  a n d  s o l v e  t h o s e  p r o b le m s  w h ifc h  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  n s  a t  

e v e r y  t u r n  in  l i f e .  T o  b r i n g  i n t o  p r o m in e n c e  t h e  s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  t h e y  

o f f e r  t o  t h e  p e r p l e x i t i e s  w h ic h  b e s e t  t h e  e n q u ir e r  a f t e r  r e l i g i o u s  t r u t h  

t b e  s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r ,  t h e  e a r n e s t  p o l i t i c i a n ,  t h e  s c i e n t i s t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f

4



h i s t o r y  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y  ; n o t  f o r g e t t i n g  t h a t  n u m e r o u s  c l a s s  w h o s e  

l i v e s  a r e  s o  l a r g e l y  e n g r o s s e d  w i t h  f a m i l y  c a r e s ,  s o r r o w s ,  a n d  b n s i n e s s  

p e r p l e x i t i e s .  W e  w i s h  t o  p r e s e n t  a  s y n t h e s i s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  a l l - e m b r a c -  

in g ,  t o  g a t h e r  n p  t h e  t h r e a d s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h  a n d  d o c t r i n e  a s  f o r m u 

la t e d  b y  T h e o s o p h y ,  a n d  s h o w  t h e i r  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  w a r p  a n d  w o o f  

o f  l i f e  ; a n d  b y  t h i s  m e a n s  t o  e n d e a v o u r  t o  f in d  h a r m o n y  in  d i v e r s i t y  

a n d  a p p a r e n t  a n t i p a t h y .  T o  e n t e r  t h e  c u r r e n t s  o f  t h o n g h t  w h ic h  a r e  

i m p e l l i n g  m e n  in  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i r e c t io n s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a id  in  g e n t l y  

d i r e c t i n g  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  t h e  m o r e  e x c e l l e n t  w a y .  H a v i n g  t e s t e d ,  

a n d  s o  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  u n s a t i s f y i n g  n a t u r e  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n s ,  t h e  

s o o ia l ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  n o s t r u m s ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  s o  m a n y  r u n  f o r  h e l p  a n d  

g u i d a n c e ,  w e  s h a l l  e n d e a v o u r  in  p l a c e  t h e r e o f  t o  d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  

Secret Source of Divine Wisdom, w h e r e a t ,  a n d  w h e r e b y ,  a  s o l u t i o n  m a y  

b e  o b t a in e d  o f  e v e r y  e n i g m a ,  a n d  a  s o l v e n t  o f  e v e r y  s o r r o w — a  r e m e d y  

a n d  a  c u r e  For a l l  t h e  i l l s  o f  f le s h  a n d  s p i r i t ; o f  b o d y  a n d  s o n l ,  f o r  t i m e  

a n d  e t e r n i t y  ; f o r  t h i s  m o r t a l  l i f e  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  t o  c o m e .

L e t  u s  p r o c e e d  to  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  Axioms t o  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i v i n g  c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  t a k i n g  t h e m  in  t h e  o r d e r  h e r e 

u n d e r  in d io a t e d .  I. The basis of Religious faith. II. The Religious 
consciousness. III. The Pathway of the soul. IV. Family duties and 
relationships. V. Social evils and vice*. VJ. Politics and Government. 
VII. The Arts and Sciences.

I n  t h e  t h r e e  f i r s t  n a m e d  o u r  p r in c ip a l  o b j e c t  w i l l  b e ,  t o  p r e s e n t  

t h e  A x i o m s  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  W i s d o m  R e l i g i o n  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  

inward life o f  t h e  s o u l .  T o  u n f o l d  t h e  b a s i s  o f  r e l i g i o n s  f a i t h  ; a n d ,  

t o  d e f in e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ; a n d  t h e n  t o  s k e t c h  

o u t  t h e  p a t h w a y  o f  t h e  s o u l  t h r o u g h  e v i l  c o n d i t i o n s  ;— t h r o u g h  s i n ,  

t r i a l ,  s o r r o w  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  ; i n t o  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  p n r i t y ,  p e a c e ,  r e s t  a n d  

j o y .  I n  t h e  f o u r  la s t - n a m e d  d i v i s i o n s  w e  i n t e n d  t r e a t i n g  t h e  outward 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  l i f e ; a s  t h e y  a p p l y  t o  t h e  h o m e  a n d  t h e  

f a m i l y ,  t o  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t o  p o l i t i c s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  o t h e r  

a v o c a t i o n s  w h i c h  a t t r a c t  a n d  a b s o r b  h u m a n  t h o u g h t  a n d  e n e r g y .

I .

W e  h a v e  t o  d e a l  in  t h e  first p la c e ,  w i t h  T h e o s o p h ic a l  A x i o m s  

a p p l i e d  to Faith as the Basis of the Religious life.
A l l  m e n  h a v e  f a i t h .  F a i t h ,  o r  b e l i e f ,  a  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  m in d ,  

a r i s e s  n e c e s s a r i l y  a n d  n a t u r a l l y  i n  t h e  h u m a n  m in d  o n  i t s  a p p r o 

p r i a t e  o c c a s io n s .  I t  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  d e p e n d  f o r  i t s  o r i g i n  o n  o u r  

v o l i t i o n ; b u t  i t  c o m e s  o f  i t s e l f .  I t  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  u p o n  

o u r  v o l i t i o n ,  o r  m e r e  a r b i t a i y  c h o ic e ,  w h e t h e r  w e  s h a l l  b e l i e v e  i n  o u r  

o w n  e x i s t e n c e  o r  n o t ; w h e t h e r  w e  s h a l l  b e l i e v e  in  o n r  o w n  i d e n t i t y  o r  

n o t ;  w h e t h e r  w e  s h a l l  b e l i e v e  i n  a n  o u t w a r d  m a t e r ia l  w o r ld  o r  n o t .  

A n d  w e  m a y  p r o c e e d  a  s t e p  f u r t h e r ,  a n d  a s s e r t  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  

o n  o u r  c h o ic e  w h e t h e r  w e  s h a l l  b e l i e v e ,  o r  n o t ,  in  a  p r in c ip l e ,  a  p o w e r ,  

a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w h ic h  i s  u n d e r n e a t h  a n d  b e h in d  n a t u r e  ; f o r  i f  w e  ( h i n k  

d e e p  e n o u g h  w e  a r e  l a n d e d  i n  t h i s  b e l i e f ,  w h ic h  e x i s t s  in  u s  b y  o u r  v e r y



n a t u r e .  I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  t h e r e ; b u t ,  b y  t h e  v e r y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o u r  n a t u r e ,  

i t  m u s t  r e m a in  t h e r e  w h i l e  m a u  i s  w h a t  h e  i s .  C o n s e q u e n t ly  a l l  m e n  h a v e  

f a i t h  a s  a  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e i r  n a t u r e .  I t  i s  t o  a  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t  o f  t b e  p r i n 

c i p l e  o f  f a i t h  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  d i r e c t  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  I t  i s  religious faith 
w e  a r e  a b o u t  c o n s id e r i n g .  N o t  t h a t  w e  w o u ld  i s o l a t e ,  o r  d i v i d e  t h e  a t 

t r i b u t e  o f  f a i t h  a s  i s  t o o  o f t e n  d o n e  b y  r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h e r s ,  w h o  m a k e  i t  t o  

c o n s i s t  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  f a i t h  w e  e x e r c i s e  i n  o t h e r  

d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  l i f e .  T h i s  i s  a  s e r io u s  m i s t a k e ,  l e a d i n g  t o  e r r o n e o u s  

v i e w s  o f  l i f e  a n d  o f  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d ,  i t s  r e a l i t i e s  

a n d  i t s  p o w e r s  ; a n d  a l s o  t o o  o f t e n  l e a d i n g  t o  a  r e g r e t t a b l e  b i g o t r y  a n d  

s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  s a t i s f a c t i o n .

B y  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  w e  m e a n  a s  t h e  t e r m  i n d i c a t e s  (Beligio t o  b in d )  

t h a t  b i n d i n g  p o w e r  b y  w h i c h  w e  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n v i s i b l e ,  y e t  r e a l  

w o r ld  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  t o  w h ic h  f a i t h  u n i t e s  u s .  A n d  i t  i s  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  s o  d e e p l y  e n g r a v e d  i n  t h e  s o u l  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  

o r i g i n  a n d  s u s t a i n i n g  p o w e r  o f  a l l  t h e  r e l i g i o n s  f a i t h s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .

I n  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  p la c e  o u r  id e a s  in  a  c o n c r e t e  fo r m  i n  t h i s  i m p o r t 

a n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i t  s e e m s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  w e  d e v o t e  a  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

s o m e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e s e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h s ,  t o  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  w h i c h  

t h e  g r e a t  b u lk  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  b e l o n g .  T h e r e  a r e  a s  w e  k n o w  f o u r  

g r e a t  l i v i n g  r e l i g i o n s  w i t h  w h i c h  w e  a r e  m o s t  f a m i l i a r  ; t o  n a m e  t h e m  in  

o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y — H i n d u i s m ,  B u d d h i s m ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  M o h a m e d a n -  

i s m .  A n d  1 t h i n k  t h i s  o r d e r  s u f f i c i e n t ly  i n d i c a t e s  t h e i r  c o m p a r a t i v e  

p o s i t i o n  a s  r e g a r d s  f u l n e s s  a n d  v a l u e  a s  R e v e l a t i o n s  o f  D i v i n e  T r u t h .

I f  w e  r e g a r d  t h e s e  g r e a t  g r o w t h s  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  I d e a  a s  i m m e n s e  

t r e e s ,  w i t h  r o o t s ,  t r u n k ,  l a r g e r  a n d  s m a l l e r  b r a n c h e s ,  t w i g s ,  <fec., e a c h  

h a v i n g  a  d i s t i n c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  a n d  e a c h  a n  o u t g r o w t h  f r o m  

i t s  p r e c e d e n t ; a n d  a l s o  a l l  a s  g i v i n g  n a t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  s o m e  p h a s e  

o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a t  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r io d ,  u n d e r  s p e c i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  h n m a n  m in d  in  i t s  s l o w  a n d  v a r i e d  e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o u r s e ,  

w e  s h a l l  b e  t h e  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  g a t h e r  a  f a i r  id e a  o f  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  p r o c e s s  

b y  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  u p . I n  t a k i n g  t h i s  v i e w  o u r  s y m p a t h i e s  

w i l l  b e  e l i c i t e d ,  a n d  w e  s h a l l  b e g i n  t h e  b e t t e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r o 

c e s s e s  b y  w h i c h  e a c h  o f  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  h a s  b e e n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  i n 

n u m e r a b l e  s e c t s ,  l a r g e r  a n d  s m a l l e r ,  e a c h  h a v i n g  i t s  a p p r o p r ia t e  p o s i 

t i o n  a s  r e g a r d s  locality a n d  time o f  o r i g i n a t i o n .  E a c h  c o m i n g  i n t o  life 
a n d  being, a n d  t a k i n g  i t s  p e c u l ia r  c o lo u r in g ,  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  p r o p e l l e d  b y  

t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  p e r io d  o f  i t s  r i s e ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t r e n d  

i t  h a s  t a k e n  b e i n g  g i v e n  i t  b y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

t h e  p e o p l e s  a m o n g  w h o m  i t  o r i g i n a t e d .  A n d  w e  s h a l l  a l s o  b e  le d  f o  

s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  a  v e r y  p a r t ia l  v i e w  o f  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  d r a m a  o f  t h e  

n a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  a g e s ,  w h i c h  s o  s p e c i a l l y  a t t r i b u t e s  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u 

a l s ,  o r  e v e n  c l a s s e s  o r  n a t i o n s ,  t h e  f o r m a t io n ,  o r  t h e  c o r r u p t io n ,  t h e  

r e v i v a l ,  o r  t h e  d e c a y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  a n d  t h e i r  a c c e s 

s o r y  b r a n c h e s .  O f  c o u r s e  s u c h  s t r o n g  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  l a r g e l y  c o n t r i 

b u t e d  t o  c e r t a i n  r e s u l t s  ; b u t  t h e  causes w h i c h  h a v e  l e d  u p  t o  t h o s e  r e 

s u l t s  h a v e  la in  f a r  d e e p e r  i n  t h e  s o u l  o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  t h e m



t o  f r u i t i o n ,  o r  m i n i s t e r e d  t o  t h e i r  d e c a y .  T o  i l l u s t r a t e — H o w  s m a l l  a  

p o r t io n  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  w e  k n o w  i t  c a n  b e  f a i r l y  t r a c e d  t o  J e s u s  o r  

P a u l  F A g a i n ,  h o w  a n  j a s t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t ,  t h a t  t h e  

C a t h o l i c  h i e r a r c h y  a r e  s o l e l y  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  t h e  c o r r u p t io n  o f  m e d i e v a l  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  ; a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  t h a t  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  i s  a  h e r e s y ,  

a  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e  t r u e  C h r i s t ia n  f a i t h  ?
W e  h a v e  t r u l y  l i k e n e d  t h e s e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  t o  a  g r e a t  world-tree, 

w i t h  r o o t s  d e e p  d o w n  i n  t h e  s o u l  * o f  t h i n g s ,  a n d  w i t h  w i d e - s p r e a d i n g  

b r a n c h e s  n n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  n a t io n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  f in d  s h e l t e r  a n d  s o la o e  : 

e v e r y  l i t t l e  t w i g  h a v i n g  i t s  u s e ,  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d  o f  

s o m e  o t h e r w i s e  f o r lo r n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  f a m i l y  o f  m e n  w h o s e  

s p i r i t u a l  r e q u ir e m e n t s  a n d  n e e d s  t h e y  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  m e e t  a n d  

s a t i s f y .  I t  i s  t h i s  l a r g e r ,  b r o a d e r  a n d  m o r e  j u s t  v i e w ,  w h i c h  a s  o n e  

l o o k s  o u t  o n  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  e l e m e n t s  a r o u n d ,  e n a b l e s  o s  t o  t a k e  a  c a l m  

s u r v e y ,  a n d  t o  s a y  w i t h  E m e r s o n ,  “  G o d  i s  i n  h i s  h e a v e n ,  i t ’s  a l l  r i g h t  

w i t h  t h e  w o r l d !” A n d  b y  t a k i n g  t h i s  v i e w  w e  d o  n o t  i g n o r e  t h e  s a d  

m a t e r i a l i s i n g  t e n d e n c y  c o n t i n u a l l y  o p e r a t i n g ,  a n d  w h i c h  h a s  g r a d u a l l y  

s a p p e d  a w a y  m u c h  o f  t h e  v i t a l i t y  o f  a l l  t h e s e  r e l i g i o n s ,  a n d  w h io h  

h a s  p e r h a p s  r e a c h e d  a  h i g h e r  c l i m a x  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y  t h a n  

a t  a n y  p r e v i o n s  p e r io d  ; t h e r e b y  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

h i g h e r  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h s  o n  w h i c h  a l l  a r e  f o u n d e d .  B y  t b i s  m e a n s  a  w a y  

h a s  b e e n  o p e n e d  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  Basis of Faith f r o m  t h e  i n d i v i 

d u a l  s o n l ,  t o  t h e  H i e r a r c h y  o r  C h u r c h  ; t h e  H o l y  S c r i p t u r e s  ; t b e  D o g 

m a s  o r  d o c t r in e s  d e d a c e d  f r o m  t h e m  ; o r ,  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n s .  E i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  i s  f a t a l  

t o  t h e  p u r i t y  a n d  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  r e l i g i o n  : a n d  o p e n s  w id e  t h e  d o o r s  t o  

c o r r u p t io n  a n d  d e c a y  : l e a d i n g  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  l i v i n g  f o u n t a i n  o f  t r a t h  

a n d  s a l v a t i o n  t o  “  b r o k e n  c i s t e r n s ”  t h a t  c a n n o t  s u p p l y  t h e  “  w a t e r  o f  

l i f e ”  t o  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l .

H i g h l y  a s  w e  p la c e  t h e  g r e a t  F o u n d e r s  a n d  T e a c h e r s  a n d  

t h e  S a c r e d  S c r i p t u r e s  o f  t h e  H i n d u ,  B u d d h i s t  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  F a i t h s ,  w e  p n t  

a l l  a s id e  a s  e i t h e r  s i n g l y ,  o r  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  f o r m i n g  t h e  b a s i s  o f  r e l i g i o n s  

F a i t h :  N e i t h e r  t h e  V e d a s ,  t h e  p e r s o n a l  B u d d h a ,  M a h o m e t  o r  t h e  K o r a n

o r ,  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t h e  H i e r a r c h y ,  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  o r  J e s u s ,  

c a n  w e  t a k e  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  F a i t h .  I n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  P r o f e s s o r  

F l i u t ,  “  W e  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  in  a  G o d  w h o  i s  a  G o d  o f  t h i s  n a t i o n  a n d  

n o t  o f  t h a t ,  o f  o n e  f in i t e  b e i n g  a n d  n o t  o f  a n o t h e r .  W e  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  

i n  a  D i v i n e  P o w e r  w h i c h  i s  without a n d  n o t  within m a n ,  o r  w i t h i n  m a n  

a n d  n o t  w i t h o u t  h im .  W e  n e e d  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  S e l f  i s  t h e  S u b j e c t ,  a l l  

o u t w a r d  b e in g s  a n d  t h i n g s  t h e  O b j e c t ,— G o d  t h e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  S u b j e c t  

a n d  O b j e c t .  A l l  o u r  l i f e  i s  a  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r ld  a n d  t h r o u g h  

o u r s e l v e s  t o  G o d  f r o m  w h o m  w e  c o m e ,  i n  w h o m  w e  a r e ,  t o  w h o m  w e  

t e n d .  W e  n e e d  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  w i t h i n  o u r  in n e r  s e l v e s  o f  ( t h a t  

l i g h t  w h i c h  n e v e r  w a s  o n  s e a  o r  l a n d ’, t o  d i s c o v e r  i n  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

a n d  i n  c o n s c i e n c e  t h e  G o d  w h o m  t h e  h e a v e n  o f  h e a v e n s  c a n n o t  c o n t a i n . ”

B e i n g  t h e r e f o r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  p u t  a l l  outside a u t h o r i t i e s  a s id e ,  w e  

a r r i v e  a t  t h e  q u e s t io n ,  “  W h e r e  a r e  w e  t o  b a s e  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  a n d



w h a t  i s  t o  b e  t b e  s o u r c e  o f  A u t h o r i t y  P”  A n d  w e  a n s w e r — 1 I t  i s  t o  b e  

f o u n d  i n  m a n  a lo n e ,  i u  m a n  h i m s e l f ,  in  e v e r y  m a n ’. T h i s  b e i n g  s o ; 

a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  A x io m  : a n o t h e r  p r o b le m  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  r a in d  f o r  

s o l u t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  i s ,  * H o w  i s  t h i s  f a c t  t o  b e  k n o w n ,  t o  b e  r e a l i s e d  a s  

s u c h ,  a n d  a p p r e c ia t e d  a t  t h e  h i g h  v a l u e  w h io h  a t t a c h e s  t o  i t  P’ ‘ H o w  i s  

t h e  h u m a n  s p i r i t  t o  b e  l e d  i n t o  i t s  o w n  s a n c t u a r y  f o r  r e f u g e ,  r e s t ,  p e a c e ,  

a n d  s a l v a t i o n  ?' A s  t h e s e  g r a v e  q u e s t i o n s  p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  

s o n l ,  m a n y  a  h e a r t - p a n g  i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  b e f o r e  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n  i s  f o u n d  ; 

t h e  g r e a t  w o r k  t o  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  m o s t ,  i s  t b e  

p a r t i n g  w i t h  outside supports t o  f a i t h  ; i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b r i n g  

t h e  s o n l  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  e a c h  a n d  a l l  a r e  m e r e  r o t t e n  p r o p s ,  a s  

u n s u b s t a n t i a l  a s  a  M id s u m m e r  N i g h t ’s  D r e a m  : y e t  u n t i l  t h i s  i s  a c 

c o m p l i s h e d  t h e  s o u l ’s  t r u e  f o u n d a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  a t t a i n e d .  I t  i s  

o n l y  w h e n  t h e  in a d e q u a c y  o f  a l l  o u t s i d e  t h e  s e l f  a s  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  f a i t h  

i s  r e c o g n i s e d  ; a n d  t h e  s o u l  r e s t s  o n  t h e  self urithin, t h a t  t h e  “  R o c k  o f  

A g e s ”  k  f o u n d .

“  H a v e  f a i t h  in  G o d ”  i s  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  H o l y  W r i t  a n d  i s  d o u b t l e s s  

c o n s i d e r e d  b y  m a n y  C h r i s t i a n s  a s  a  d i r e c t  a n t i t h e s i s  t o  t h e  p r in c i p l e  

w e  a r e  e l u c i d a t i n g  ; w h ic h  m a y  b e  e x p r e s s e d  t h u s  ‘ H a v e  f a i t h  i n  y o u r 

s e l v e s . ’ B u t  t h e s e  a p h o r i s m s  a r e  q u i t e  c o m p a t i b l e  a n d  c o n s o n a n t  i f  r i g h t l y  

v i e w e d .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  s h i e l d  o f  t r u t h  ; t h e y  s u p p l e 

m e n t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  w e  a r e  d e s i r o u s  o f  l a y i n g ,  

a n d  i l l u s t r a t e  a n d  e n f o r c e  t h e  A x i o m s  w e  a r e  a p p l y i n g .  L e t  u a  p l a c e  

t h e m  i n  t b e  l i g h t  o f  a n o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  S c r i p t u r e s .  I n  

t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  R o m a n s  t h e  w r i t e r  q u o t i n g  a  J e w i s h  p r o p h e t  s a y s  : 

“  T h e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  f a i t h  t h u s  s p e a k s  : T h o u  m a y e s t  n o t  s a y  in  t h y  

h e a r t ,  W h o  s h a l l  a s c e n d  i n t o  h e a v e n  P— t h a t  i s ,  t o  b r i n g  C h r i s t  

d o w n : o r  W h o  s h a l l  d e s c e n d  i n t o  t h e  a b y s s  ?— t h a t  i s ,  t o  b r i n g  C h r i s t  

u p  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e  d e a d .  B u t  w h a t  s a y s  i t  P T h e  d e c la r a t io n  ( o r  

b a s i s  o f  f a i t h )  i s  n e a r  t h e e ,  in  t h y  m o u t h  a n d  in  t h y  h e a r t ;— t h a t  i s  

t b e  d e c la r a t io n  o f  t h e  f a i t h  w h i c h  w e  a r e  p r o c l a i m i n g : T h a t  i f  p e r o h a n e e  

t h o u  c o n f e s s ,  w i t h  t h y  m o u t h ,  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  L o r d ,  a n d  h a v e  f a i t h  in  t h y  

h e a r t ,  t h a t  G o d  r a i s e d  h i m  fr o m  t b e  d e a d , — t h o u  s h a l t  b e  s a v e d . ”  ( R o m . ,  

X ,  6 - 9 ) .

A  l i t t l e  c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c l a u s e s  

o f  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r a g r a p h  w i l l  s h o w  u s  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  c a n n o t  

b e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  J e s u s .  W e  m u s t  t a k e  t h e  latter p a r t  

o f  t h e  q u o t a t io n  a n d  c o n s t r a e  i t  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s 

t i c  a s s e r t i o n s  o f  t h e  former: o t h e r w i s e  w h a t  i s  l a i d  d o w n  w i t h  s o  

m u c h  v i g o u r — “ W h o  s h a l l  a s c e n d  i n t o  h e a v e n  P— t h a t  i s ,  t o  b r in g  C h r i s t  

d o w n ,  Ac. : o r  w h o  s h a l l  d e s c e n d  i n t o  t h e  A b y s s  P— t h a t  i s ,  t o  b r i n g  

C h r i s t  u p  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e  d e a d  ”  h a v e  n e i t h e r  f o r c e  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s ; 

a n d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  “  T h e  d e c la r a t io n  i s  n e a r  t h e e ; i n  t h y  m o n t h  a n d  

i n  t h y  h e a r t ,  <fcc.”  i s  u n m e a n i n g  t a u t o l o g y  v o id  o f  t h e  a c n m e n  a n d  

c o g e n c y  o f  t h e  a c u t e  r e a s o n e r  w h o  w r o t e  t h i s  r e m a r k a b le  l e t t e r .  W e  

t h e r e f o r e  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  mystical a n d  universal C h r i s t  w h o  i s  

“  r a i s e d  f r o m  a m o n g  t b e  d e a d  ” — t h e  u n s a t i s f y i n g  a n d  p e r i s h i n g  t h i n g s



w h i c h  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  o u t w a r d  s e n s e s  ; a n d  a l s o  o f  w h o m — “  c o n f e s s io n  i s  

m a d e  u n t o  s a l v a t i o n , ”  i t  b e i n g  r e a l i s e d  b y  t h e  u r i s e n  o n e  ”  t h a t  in  th e  

m y s t i c a l  C h r i s t  a lo n e  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  a n y  s a t i s f y i n g  r e a l i t y .

A g a in ,  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  Hebrews, C h a p .  X I ,  e x p o u n d i n g  a n d  i l l u s t r a t i n g  

t h e  p r in c ip l e  o f  f a i t h  s a y s  : “  B u t  f a i t h  i s  o f  t h i n g s  h o p e d  f o r  c o n f id e n c e

( o r  s u b s t a n c e ) — o f  f a c t s ,  a  c o n v ic t io n ,  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s e e n ................B y

f a i t h  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  a g e s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a d j u s t e d  b y  t h e  W o r d  o f  

G o d  ; t o  t h e  e n d  t h a t  n o t  o n t  o f  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  s h o u l d  t h a t  w h i o h  i s  s e e n  

h a v e  c o m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e . ”  A n d  h e  g o e s  o n  t o  g i v e  i l l u s t r a t i v e  c a s e s  o f  

t h e  m i g h t y  p o w e r  o f  f a i t h ,  e x i s t i n g  a s  a  p r i n c i p l e  a n d  a  c o n v i c t i o n  in  

t h e  i n n e r  r e c e s s e s  o f  t h e  s o u l ; h a v i n g  i t s  r o o t s  a n d  f ib r e s  e m b e d d e d  in  

t h e  c e n t r e  o f  o u r  b e i n g ; a n d  h o w  t h e  i n n e r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  b y  i t ,  r e c o g n i s 

i n g  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  s o u l  o f  t h i n g s  w a s  a b le  t o  p u t  a s i d e  m e r e  

a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d  s h a d o w s ,  a n d  e p h e m e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  t h e  t h i n g s  o f  

t h e  s e n s e s  ; t o  s e e  t h e i r  u n r e a l  n a t u r e  a n d  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  t o  t e n a c i o u s l y  

h o ld  t o  t h e  “ s u b s t a n c e , ”  o f  w h i c h  substance i t  h a d  “ e v i d e n c e  ” u n s e e n  

b y  e y e s  o f  f l e s h ,  b u t  n o n e  t h e  l e s s  t r u e  a n d  r e a l .  A n d  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  

p o w e r  o f  t h i s  i n d o m i t a b l e  f a i t h  t h a t  t h e s e  h e r o e s  o f  o l d  o f  w h o m  h e  

s p e a k s ,  l i v e d ,  w a l k e d  a n d  a c t e d .  A n d  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e m  t h o s e  w h o  

l i v e  a  s e n s u o u s  l i f e ,  c h i n k i n g  a n d  a c t i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t b e  i m p u l s e s  o f  a  

m e r e  “  m in d  o f  t h e  f l e s h ,”  a r e  d e a d  w h i l e  t h e y  a p p e a r  t o  l i v e — i n  t h e i r  

p r e s e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  c o m p a r a b le  t o — m e r e  d e a d j s t u b b l e ,  u s e l e s s  d e b r i s ,  

t o  b e  s w e p t  i n t o  t h e  o b l i v i o n  w h i c h  t h e y  c o u r t  a n d  d e s e r v e .

W i t h  t h e s e  i l l u s t r a t i v e  d i g r e s s i o n s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t  t h e y  r e f le c t  

o n  o u r e n q n i x y .a s  a  g u id e ,  l e t  u s  n o w  t u r n  a n d  e n d e a v o u r  t o  e x a m i n e  a  

l i t t l e  d e e p e r  t h e  m y s t e r y  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  basis of faith in the human 
soul. A n d  t o  t h i s  e n d  l e t  n s  n o t e  a  l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  t h e  t w o  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  

n a t u r e ,  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  w h ic h  i s  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  d o m i n a n t ; a n d  

e a c h  in  a c c o r d  w i t h  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  e v o l u t i o n —  

e v e r  s h a v i n g  f o r  t h e  m a s t e r y .  T h e  a n i m a l  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  t h e  p r in 

c i p l e  in  u s  w h i c h  i s  “  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  e a r t h y ”  i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

w h i c h  i s  “  t h e  L o r d  f r o m  h e a v e n . ”

I t  i s  n o t  i n  m e n  o f  s e n s u o u s  n a t u r e ,  t h e  E s a u s  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  t h a t  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  f a i t h  h a s  b e e n  a w a k e n e d .  * A  m e s s  o f  p o t t a g e ’ i s  f o r  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  s u c h -  “  T h e  b r e a d  o f  G o d  w h i c h  c a m e  d o w n  fr o m  

h e a v e n  t o  g i v e  l i f e  td  t h e  w o r ld ,”  i s  n o t  t o  t h e i r  t a s t e .  D i v i d e n d s ,  b a n k -  

s h a r e s ,  b u s in e s s  s p e c u l a t i o n s ,  g o l d ,  s i l v e r ,  w o m e n ,  e a r t h l y  g l i t t e r  a n d  

p o w e r  ; t h e  g o o d  t h i n g s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i f e ,  i t s  t o y s  a n d  b a u b le s ,  g r a t i f y  

t h e i r  p a s s i o n s ,  f i l l  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  a n d  s a t i a t e  t h e i r  s o u l s — f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t .  

B u t  t h e  s u r f e i t i n g  t i m e  a w a i t s  t h e m ,  w h e n  t h e y  w i l l  n o  lo n g e r  b e  a b le  to  

s a t i s f y  t h e i r  h u n g e r  “  w i t h  t h e  h u s k s  w h ic h  t h e  s w i n e  d o  e a t ”  ; t h e n  

m e r e  d u s t  a n d  a p p l e s  o f  s o d o m  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  s u f f i c e  t h e i r  in w a r d  c r a v 

i n g s  t i l l  t h e n  i t  i s  ‘ l o v e ’s  l a b o u r ’s  lo s t*  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  s u c h ,  t h e  

t r u e  a n d  l i v i n g  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  s o u l .  F o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  w e  m a y  

a p p l y  t o  t h e s e  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  w o m a n  o f  S a m a r ia  : “  S i r s ,  t h e

w e l l  i s  d e e p ,  a n d  y e  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  d r a w  w i t h ."  S o m e  o f  t h i s  

c l a s s  f l u t t e r  a b o u t  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  f o l d  a n d  e v e n  f in d  a d m it t a n c e



t o  i t s  i n n e r  a n d  m o s t  s a c r e d  c i r c l e s : t o  t h e  p a r a l y s i n g  o f  t b e  s p i r i t u a l  

e n e r g i e s  o f  o t h e r s  ; a n d  t o  t b e  s e r io n s  i n j u r i n g  o f  t r u e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  w o r k ,  

w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b u t  f o r  t h e i r  d e p r e s s i n g  a n d  d e a d e n in g  

in f in e n c e .  T h a t  a  v e r y  r e a l  d a n g e r  e x i s t s  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  i s  o n l y  t o o  

a p p a r e n t  t o  t h e  d i s c e r n i n g  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  e y e ,  w h ic h  lo o k s  b e n e a t h  t h e  

s h o w  o f  t h i n g s .  “  T h a t  w h ic h  i s  b o r n  o f  t h e  f l e s h ,  i s  f l e s h ” , a n d  w i l l  

p a s s  a w a y  w i t h  i t ; i t  i s  n o t  here t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  w e  lo o k  f o r  t h e  b a s i s  o f  

f a i t h .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  r e a l  m a n  h a v i n g  r o o t s  in  e t e r n i t y ,  b u t  t h e  m e r e  

a n i m a l  m a n ,  w h o  f u n c t i o n s  in ,  a n d  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l o w e r  o r d e r s  o f  l i f e ,  

w h i c h  a r e  d e s t i n e d  t o  p a s s  a w a y .  H a v i n g  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  e n d s  f o r  w h i c h  

t h e y  h a v e  c o m e  i n t o  m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  t b e y  w i l l  p a s s  i n t o  t b e  n o t h i n g 

n e s s  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  t e m p o r a r i l y  e m e r g e d .

I t  i s  a  h u m i l i a t i n g  t h o u g h t  w h e n  f a i r l y  f a c e d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s o  m u c h ,  

a o  la r g e  a  p o r t io n  o f  o u r  n a t n r e ,  a s  a l r e a d y  d e v e lo p e d ,  in  c o m m o n  w i t h  

t h e  o r d e r s  o f  l i f e  b e lo w  u s ,  w i t h  ( t h e  b e a s t s  t h a t  p e r i s h ’. W e  c o m e  i n t o  

p h y s i c a l  b e i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  : o u r  l i f e  i s  s u s t a i n e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  

m e a n s ,  a i r ,  w a t e r ,  fo o d ,  & c . ; w e  p o s s e s s  t h e  s a m e  s e n s e s ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  

o n  t h e s e  w e  s h a r e  t h e  s a m e  d e s i r e  f o r  s e n s a t i o n  a n d  s e n s u o u s  g r a t i f i c a 

t i o n .  O u r  l o v e  a n d  h a t e ,  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  p a in s  v e r y  l a r g e l y  p e r t a in  t o  

t h e  a n i m a l  t e n d e n c i e s  a n d  a p p e t i t e s .

W h i l e  a d m i t t i n g ,  a n d ,  a s  w e  m n s t  d o ,  f a i r l y  f a c i n g  t h e s e  f a c t s  r e g a r d 

i n g  o a r  c o m p o s i t e  n a t u r e ; y e t  d e e p e r  d o w n  i n  t h e  r e c e s s e s  o f  b e i n g ,  

t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  h i g h e r ,  t h e  l i f e  o f  f a i t h ,  e x i s t ,  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e  

t h e  r e l i g i o n s ,  o r  s p i r i t u a l  m a n ; w h o  i s  i n  a  m y s t e r i o u s  w a y  l i n k e d  o n  

t o ,  a n d  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  t h e  a n i m a l .  W e  m a y ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  f r e q u e n t l y  s a id ,  

v i e w  i t  a s  t h e  h i g h e r ,  o r  s p i r i t u a l  s o n ) ,  w h i c h  h a s  c o m e  d o w n  i n t o  t h e  

l o w e r ,  p a s s i o n a l  o r  a n i m a l  s o u l ,  f o r  i t s  r e d e m p t io n  a n d  s a l v a t i o n .  T h e  

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  s o u l - e n t i t y ,  t h e ‘ I  a m  I*, n e e d s  a w a k e n i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t s  o f  

h i s  n o b le  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e  “  e n l i g h t e n i n g  o f  t h e  e y e s  o f  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  

t h a t  h e  m a y  k n o w  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  f r e e l y  g i v e n  h i m  o f  ( t h e )  G o d  

( w i t h i n  h i m ) . "  A n d  u n t i l  t h i s  h a p p y  c h a n g e  o f  m in d  i s  r e a l i s e d  t h e  

s t a t e m e n t  i s  m o s t  t r u e  o f  h i m  : “ M a n  b e i n g  i n  h o n o u r  a n d  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  not-, i s  l i k e  t h e  b e a s t s  t h a t  p e r i s h . ”

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  o n r  p r i v i l e g e  w h o  a p p r e h e n d  o u r  h i g h - b o r n  s p i r i t u a l  

d i g n i t y ,  a  p l e a s u r a b l e  d u t y  i n c u m b e n t  o n  u s ,  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  universa
lity  o f  t b e  s p i r i t u a l  s i d e  o f  m a n ’s  n a t u r e ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

g e r m  i n  e v e r y  m a n .  T h a t  b y  s o  d o i n g  w e  m a y  h e l p  o t h e r s  t o  a t t a i n  

t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  ; w h i c h  i s  t h e  a i m  a n d  o b j e c t  o f  the life m a n i 

f e s t i n g  i n  t h e m .  A n d  i t  i s  w e l l  t h a t  w e  n o t e  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  

p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  c u l t u r e d  a n d  e d u c a t e d ,  i t  l i e s  f a r  d e e p e r  t h a n  t h e  

a c q u i r e d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  b e i n g  e q u a l l y  t h e  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  t h e  i g n o r 

a n t  a n d  u n l e t t e r e d .  I t  i s  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  a c q u ir e d ,  i t  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  

m a n .  I t  i s  n o t  g a i n e d  b y  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  o r ,  b y  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  r e 

l i g i o u s  d o c t r i n e s  o f  a n y  k in d  ; o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  s o l i d  

b a s i s  o f  f a i t h  a n d  k n o w l e d g e .  I t  i s  n o t  b e s t o w e d  a s  s o m e  v a i n l y  

i m a g i n e ,  b y  t h e  s a c r a m e n t s  o f  a n y  C h u r c h .  I t  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  

h u m a n  n a t u r e .  I t  i s  inborn, [ t  i s  e q u a l l y  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t b e  w h i t e



a n d  t h e  c o lo u r e d  r a c e s ; o f  t b e  E u r o p e a n  a n d  t h e  A s i a t i c ; o f  t h e  C h r i s 

t i a n  a n d  t h e  P a g a n .  I t  i s  a  principle a n d  potency i n  n a t n r e  w h i c h  i s  

c o m m o n  t o  h u m a n i t y : w h i c h  i s  p o s s e s s e d  i n  g e r m  b y  t h e  l o w e s t  g a r a g e .  

I t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  t r n e  M a n h o o d  a n d  G o d h o o d .  I t  i s  i n e x 

t i n g u i s h a b l e ,  b e c a u s e  im m o r t a l .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n v a l i d a t e  t h e  a w f u l  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  w e  m a y  g r i e v e  i t ,  u n t i l  w e  l o s e  i t ; w h i c h  s a d d e n i n g  c o n 

t i n g e n c y  l e d  a  g r e a t  T e a c h e r  t o  e x c l a i m ,  “  W h a t  s h a l l  a  m a n  g i v e  i u  e x 

c h a n g e  f o r  h i s  s o u l  ? ”  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t s  p a t i e n c e  a n d  p i t y  a r e  i n f i n i t e ,  

a n d  b e i n g  a n  e v e r  a c t i v e  s p i r i t u a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  i t  i s  a l w a y s  s e e k i n g  o p p o r 

t u n i t y  f o r  e x p r e s s io n ,  f o r  t b e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  i t s  h e a v e n - b o r n  d i g n i t y .  I t  

i s  e v e r l a s t i n g l y  t r u e  t h a t  “  M a n  d o e s  n o t  l i v e  b y  b r e a d  a l o n e / '  b y  t h e  

p e r i s h a b le  t h i n g s  w h ic h  m i n i s t e r  t o  h i s  l o w e r  n a t u r e  a n d  a p p e t i t e s ,  

b u t  h a v i n g  a  s p i r i t u a l ,  a  r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e ,  h e  m n s t  h a v e  a  s p i r i t u a l  r e 

l i g i o n .

A n d  t h i s  b r in g s  u s  b a c k  t o  t h e  e n q u i r y : — “  O n  w h a t  b a s i s  d o e s  

t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  r o a n  r e s t  ? W h e r e  i s  t o  b e  f o n n d  t h e  t r n e  f o u n d 

a t io n  f o r  r e l i g i o n s  b e l i e f  ? ”  W e  a n s w e r ,  In and upon his own spiritual 
nature. A g a i n ,  a n o t h e r  q u e r y  i s  p r e s e n t e d : — “  I n  w h a t  d o e s  t h i s  s p i r i 

t u a l  n a t u r e  c o n s i s t  ? " W e  w o u ld  n o t  p r e s u m e  t o  a t t e m p t  a  c o m p l e t e  

r e p l y  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  : A n d  f u r t h e r ,  w e  a r e  c o n s c io u s  t h a t  a l l  w e  c o n l d  

s a y  w o n l d  b e  u t t e r l y  i n a d e q u a t e  ! A s  i t  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  t o  o u r  m in d*, i t  i s  

b r o a d e r  t h a n  t h e  s e a ,  d e e p e r  t h a n  H e l l  a n d  h i g h e r  t h a n  H e a v e n  ! I t  i s  

w it h  t r e m b l i n g  s o u l  a n d  b e a t i n g  h e a r t  t h a t  w e  s o m e t i m e s  v e n t e r * ,  i n  

h a l l o w e d  m o m e n t s ,  t o  lo o k  i n t o  t h i s  m y s t e r y ,  e v e r  s o  l i t t l e .  O n e  h a s  

o c c a s io n a l ly  s t o o d  o n  b o a r d  a  s t e a m e r  in  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  v a s t  P a c i f i c  

O c e a n ,  in  s i l e n t  m e d i t a t io n  o n  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d e e p  ; w h e n  

t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  o n e ' s  u t t e r  n o t h i n g n e s s  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e  

v astn ess  o f  t h e  m i g h t y  w a t e r s  h a s  a l m o s t  o v e r w h e l m e d  o n e .  

L e t  t h e  r e a d e r  r e c a l l  s i m i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  w h e n  a w e  a n d  w o n d e r  

h a v e  f i l l e d  t h e  s o u l  ; a n d  t h e n  l e t  h im  in  i m a g i n a t i o n  m u l t i p l y  

ten t h o u s a n d  f o l d  t h e  s o u l - i n s p i r i n g ,  t h e  r e v e r e n t i a l  a w e  b e  h a s  f e l t ,  

a s  s o m e  p h a s e  o f  N a t u r e ' s  g r e a t n e s s  a n d  g r a n d e u r  i s  u n v e i l e d 'a n d *  

h e  w i l l  o n l y  h a v e  t o u c h e d  t h e  f r i n g e  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n ,  “  I n  w h a t  d o e s  o u r

s p i r i t u a l  n a t n r e  c o n s i s t  ?”

L e t  u& f o r  a  b r i e f  m o m e n t ,  g l a n c e  a t  t h e  r e p l i e s  w h i c h  t h e  in n e r  

t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  R e l i g i o n s  g i v e ,  a n d  a l s o  a t  t h o s e  g i v e n  b y  s o m e ,  

w h o ,  i t  m a y  b e ,  d i s c a r d  t h e m .

H i n d u i s m ,  s a y a  i t  c o n s i s t s  i n  M a n a s - B u d d h i - A t m a *  w h i c h  e m b r a c e s  

v a r io u s  a s p e c t s  o f  a  p h i l o s o p h i c  a b s t r a c t  E s s e n c e  o f  t h e  I n f i n i t e .

B u d d h i s m ,  t e a c h e s  t h a t  B u d d h a  i s  w i t h i n  n s ,  i f  H e  is  o n l y  r e c o g 

n iz e d .  I t  i n c u l c a t e s  in w a r d  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  B u d d h a ,  

w h o  i s  w i t h i n  m a n  a n d  i n  a l l  n a t u r e .

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  p r o c la im s  t h e  s a m e  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h .  I t  t e a c h e s  t h e  

‘ C h r i s t  in  y o u , ’ t h e  M y s t i c ,  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  C h r i s t ,  a s  t h e  o n l y  h o p e  a n d

a s s u r a n c e  o f  g l o r y ,  h o n o u r  a n d  i m m o r t a l i t y  f o r  u s .__________________________

~ *  Cp. Saooh|dAnanda.— E b .



T o  t h e  A g n o s t i c  i t  i s  t h e  U n k n o w n  S o m e t h i n g ,  w h i c h  h e  i a  p a i n ,  

f o l l y  s e e k i n g .

T o  t h e  S c i e n t i s t  i t  i s  t h e  u n k n o w a b le ,  n n s e i z a b l e  e s s e n c e  o f  l i f e ,  

b e n e a t h  a n d  b e y o n d  a l l  f o r m .

T h e  D i v i n e  W i s d o m  o f  t h e  A g e s ,  a s  g i v e n  o a t  b y  t h e  S a g e s  a n d  

T e a c h e r s ,  w h e t h e r  A r y a n ,  E g y p t i a n ,  G r e c ia n ,  G n o s t i c  o r  C h r i s t ia n ,  

t e r m s  i t  t h e  i n c a r n a t e  L o g o s ,  t h e  W o r d ,  t h e  S o o n d ,  t h e  P o t e n c y ,  t h e  

L i g h t ,  t h e  L i f e  in  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n f in i t e ,  I n c o m p r e h e n s i b le ,  

I m p e r s o n a l  D e i t y .

B y  w h a t e v e r  n a m e  i t  i s  k n o w n  o r  d e s i g n a t e d ,  b y  w h a t e v e r  S y m b o l s  

i t  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  ; i t  i s  o n r  c o m m o n  p o s s e s s i o n  ; o n r  

j j f lo r io n s  h e r i t a g e  f r o m  t h e  p a s t  e t e r n i t i e s .  I t  i s  L o v e  ; i t  i s  L i f e  e t e r n a l ; 

i t  i a  G o o d n e s s ; i t  i s  T r n t h  ; i t  i s  t h e  W a y  a n d  t h e  P a t h .  I t  i s  G r a c e  

a n d  g r a c i o n s o e s s .  I t  i s  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n ; i t  i s  t h e  B o n d  o f  H u m a n  

B r o t h e r h o o d .  I t  i s  H e a v e n ,  a n d  B e y o n d .  I t  i s  A l l ,  a n d  in  A l l .

A s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n ,  t h i s  r e l i g i o n s  p r i n c i p l e  f in d s  e x p r e s s i o n  

i n  a n  i m m e n s e  v a r i e t y  o f  f o r m s .  A U  t h e  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a r e  t h e  

o u t c o m e  o f  i t ;  m i x e d  t h o u g h  t h e y  t o o  f r e q u e n t l y  a r e  w i t h  t h o s e  u n d e s i 

r a b l e  e l e m e n t s  o f  o n r  l o w e r  n a t u r e ,  w h ic h  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  h n m a n  

p a s s i o n s ,  s e l f i s h n e s s  a n d  ig n o r a n c e .  I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

a c q u i s i t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  a?  d i s t i n c t l y  r e l i g i o u s .  A s  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  d e v o t e d  S c i e n t i s t  e n k i n d l e s  h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  o f  p a t i e n t  

s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  a t  i t s  f ir e s .  I t  i s  t h e  g u i d i n g  s t a r  o f  t h e  u p r i g h t  a n d  

d i s i n t e r e s t e d  P o l i t i c i a n .  T h e  b e n e v o l e n t  h e a r t  o f  t h e  P h i l a n t h r o p i s t  i s  

m o o r e d  t o  i t .  I t  i s  t h e  i n s p i r i n g  s o u l  o f  t h e  P o e t  a n d  M u s i c i a n .  S o  

a l s o  o f  t h e  t r u e  s t u d e n t  o f  N a t u r e ,  o f  m a n ,  o f  h i s t o r y  a n d  o f  r e l i g i o n .  

I t  i s  t h e  g e n i u s  o f  t h e  c r e a t o r s  in  t h e  w o r ld s  o f  A r t  a n d  F i c t i o n .

I t  i s  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  p r i n c i p l e ,  a n d  t h e  p e r e n n i a l  s o u r c e  o f t h e  

D i v i n e  W i s d o m - R e l i g i o n  ; a  n e c e s s i t y  o f  m a n ’s  s p i r i t  a n d  n a t u r e ,  b y  

w h i c h  h e  p r o g r e s s e s  t o w a r d  a  p e r f e c t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  D i v i n e .

H E  d e e p  i n t e r e s t  w h ic h  o f  l a t e  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  a r o u s e d  i n  a  n e w

s c i e n c e  (? )  o f  h e a l i n g ,  c a l l e d  v a r i o u s l y  : C h r i s t i a n ' S c i e n c e ,  M in d  

C u r e  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  M e t a p h y s i c s ,  m a y  b e  a u  e x c u s e  t o  a t t e m p t  a  d i s 

c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  b y  t h e  l i g h t  o f  T h e o s o p h y ; a l w a y s  o f  c o u r s e  

p r e m i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  o f  T h e o s o p h y  i l l u m i n a t i n g  t h i s  a r t i c l e  

f a l l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e n t x l  l e n s  o f  t h e  w r i t e r  a n d  m n s t  t h e r e f o r e  b o  

c o lo r e d  b y  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  m o d i f i c a t io n  o r  c o r r e c t io n .

I t  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  t h a t  in  o n r  a g e ,  b o a s t i n g  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l i t y ,  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t r u t h s  a s  o f f e r e d  b y  T h e o s o p h y  s h o u ld  b e  s o  l i t t l e  r e c e i v e d ,  

w h e r e a s  a  m o v e m e n t  l i k e  M e n t a l  h e a l i n g ,  w h o s e  e x p o n e n t s  o p e n l y  c o n 

fess t h a t  i t  “  i s  n o t  d e m o n s t r a b l e  b y  a r g u m e n t , ”  a n d  “  is not intelleo-
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t u a l l y  a p p r e h e n d e d ”  ( H e n r y  W o o d ,  “  H e a l i n g  t h r o u g h  M i n d ” ) ,  s h o u ld  

f in d  s o  m a n y  e a g e r  f o l l o w e r s .

T h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h e a l i n g  s h o u l d  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  

p e o p l e  i s  p e r f e c t l y  n a t u r a l ,  a s ,  in  o n r  p r e s e n t  a g e ,  l i f e ,  p h y s i c a l  a s  w e l l  

a s  m e n t a l ,  h a s  b e c o m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a r t i f i c i a l ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  d e v i a t i o n  

f r o m  n a t u r a l  r u l e s — d e s p i t e  o u r  b o a s t  o f  b e t t e r  s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  

b e t t e r  m e a n s  o f  c o m b a t i n g  d i s e a s e — t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a n d a r d  o f  h e a l t h  h a s  

c o n s e q u e n t l y  b e c o m e  lo w e r  a n d  d i s e a s e s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  m u l t i p l i e d .  O n  t h e  

m e n t a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  p l a n e s  s i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l ,  a  o n e - s i d e d  u s e  

o f  r e a s o n  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  h a s  in d u c e d  s c e p t i c i s m  ; f a i t h — w h e r e  i t  i s  s t i l l  

f o u n d — i s  n o  l o n g e r  b a s e d  o n  k n o w l e d g e  b u t  h a s  b e c o m e  b l i n d .

M e n t a l  h e a l i n g ,  w h i c h  p r o p o s e s  t o  h e a l  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  b y  f i r s t  

c u r i n g  t h e  s o u l ,  d e m a n d s  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e l i 

g i o n ,  a n d  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  h e l p s  t.o r o u s e  p e o p l e  t o  a  b e t t e r  r e l i g i o u s  

l i f e ,  t o  a  b e t t e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  t r u e  r e l a t i o n s  t o  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e  

F i r s t  C a u s e  o f  N a t u r e ,  e v e n  i f  i t  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  s e l f i s h  o b j e c t  o f  

h e a l t h ,  d e s e r v e s  o u r  c o r d i a l  s y m p a t h y .  I f  o n c e  t h e y  a r o  i n d u c e d  

t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  M in d  i s  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c e r e b r a t i o n  

o r  p h y s i c a l  e v o l u t i o n ,  w e  s h a l l  f in d  b e t t e r  m a t e r i a l  t o  b e  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  

t h e  d e e p e r  t r u t h s  o f  T h e o s o p h y .  O u r  d u t y  t h e n  i s  t o  p o i n t  o u t  d e f e c t s  

a n d  m i s t a k e s ,  t o  g u i d e  a n d  t e a c h ,  t o  t u r n  t h e  m o v e m e n t  i n t o  a  w i d e r ,  

n o b l e r  c h a n n e l ,  t o  u s e  i t s  f o r c e  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  o b j e c t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  e v o l u 

t i o n  t o  w h i c h  w e  a s  T h e o s o p h i s t s  h a v e  d e v o t e d  o u r s e l v e s .

L e a v i n g  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e  m a n y  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  a n d  n n p h i l o s o -  

p h i c a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  p n t  f o r w a r d  t h r o u g h  a  l a c k  o f  a  r i g h t  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m a n ,  l e t  n s  t r y  i f  w e  c a n  

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  h e a l i n g  b y  l o g i c a l  d e d u c t io n .

T h e  n u m e r o u s  n e r v o u s  t r o u b le s  w i t h  t h e i r  i m a g i n a r y ,  y e t  t o  t h e  

s u f f e r e r  t e r r i b l y  r e a l  d i s e a s e s ,  a r e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t o  b e  t h e  n a t u r a l  c o n s e 

q u e n c e  o f  t h e  r e s t l e s s n e s s  a n d  h u r r y  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  s o c ia l  a n d  c o m m e r 

c i a l  l i f e ,  a n d  i t  i s  p r i n c i p a l l y  a m o n g s t  t h e s e  t h a t  m e n t a l  h e a l i n g  s c o r e s  

t h e  m a n y  s u c c e s s f u l  c u r e s .  S u c h  r e s u l t s  a r e  n o t  a s t o n i s h i n g ,  a s  a  p r a c 

t i c e  o f  q u i e t ,  c a lm ,  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d a i l y  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  m in d  

f r o m  t h e  t r i v i a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  t o w a r d s  l o f t y  s p i r i t u a l  s u b j e c t s ,  a s  d e m a n d 

e d  b y  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  M e n t a l  S c i e n c e ,  r e m o v e s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e ; 

t h e  n e r v e s  g e t  t b e  r e q u ir e d  r e s t  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  l o s t  t o n e  a n d ,  w i t h  n o r *  

m a l  f u n c t io n ,  a b n o r m a l  r e f le x  a c t i o n s  c e a s e .

W i t h  t h e  m o r e  s e r io u s  d i s e a s e s ,  w h e n  t h r o u g h  c o n t i n u e d  a b n o r m a l  

f u n c t i o n  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e s  in  t i s s u e s  a n d  s p e c i a l  o r g a n s  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  

u p ,  o r  o r g a n s  h a v e  b e c o m e  c o m p l e t e l y  u n f i t  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s ,  

i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t ; t h e n  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  “  m y s t e r i o u s ”  in f lu e n c e  o f  a  h e a l e r  i s  

r e q u ir e d  t o  e f f e c t  a  c u r e .  L e t  u s  s e e  in  w h a t  w a y  t h i s  in f lu e n c e  d i f f e r s  

f r o m  t h e  a c t io n  o f  m e d i c i n e s  a n d  d r u g s ,  a s  e m p lo y e d  b y  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

s c h o o l s  o f  t h e r a p e u t i c s .

I n  a  s t a t e  o f  p e r f e c t  h e a l t h  a l l  o r g a n s  o f  t h e  b o d y  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  

f u n c t i o n s  n o r m a l l y ,  a n d  t h e  l i f e  p r i n c i p l e ,  o b t a in e d  f r o m  t h e  fo o d  a n d



t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  i s  r e g u l a r l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t a n t  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  

a l l  p a r t s  o f  t b e  b o d y .  N o w  D r .  B a b b i t t  i n  h i s  “  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  L i g h t  a n d  

C o lo u r ”  p o i n t s  o n t  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  s o u r c e  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  l i f e  i s  t h e  S u n .  

S o l a r  e n e r g y  i s  t h e  l i f e  p r i n c i p l e  s t o r e d  u p  f o r  u s  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  

l o w e r  k i n g d o m s ,  a n d  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  l e v e l  i n  t h e s e  k i n g d o m s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  

w e  d r a w  o u r  f o o d  s u p p l y ,  t h e  e a s i e r  i s  t h e  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  a s s i m i l a t e d  b y  

t h e  h u m a n  o r g a n i s m .  F u r t h e r ,  a s  w e  f in d  t h e  l i g h t  d i s s o l v e s  i t s e l f  

i n t o  t h e  s e v e n  c o lo u r - r a y s  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m — o r  a s  s c i c n c e  s u s p e c t s  n o w  

i n t o  s e v e n  s p e c t r a ,  o f  s e v e n  c o l o u r - r a y s  e a c h — , s o  w e  f in d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  

s u b s t a n c e s  a n d  p l a n t s  s t o r e  u p  t h e  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  s p e c i a l i z e d ,  c o r r e s p o n d 

i n g  t o  t h e s e  r a y 8 a n d  a s  s u c h  f o r m  s p e c i a l i z e d  f o o d  f o r  s p e c i a l  o r g a n s  o r  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  b o d y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h o s e  s t o r i n g  r e d  a r e  s t i m u l a t i n g  t o  

t h e  a r t e r i a l  b lo o d ,  a s  C lo v e s ,  C a p s ic u m ,  I r o n ,  M u s k s ,  &c ; t h o s e  s t o r i n g  

o r a n g e  a n d  y e l l o w ,  s t i m u l a t i n g  t o  t h e  n e r v e s  a n d  d i g e s t i v e  o r g a n s ,  a s  

P o d o p h y l l u m ,  C o l o c y n t h ,  V a l e r i a n ,  P h o s p h a t e  o f  L i m e ,  A c . ; t h o s e  s t o r 

i n g  b l u e  a n d  v i o l e t ,  f e b r i f u g e ,  a s t r i n g e n t  a n d  s e d a t i v e ,  a s  A c o n i t e ,  L o g 

w o o d ,  I n d i g o ,  s o m e  a c id ,  <fcc. T h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s u c h  s u b 

s t a n c e  s h o w i n g  i t s e l f  e i t h e r  in  t h e  o u t e r  c o lo u r ,  t h e  c o lo u r  o f  i t s  e x t r a c t  

o r  i t s  s p e c t r u m .

L ik e  t b e  o r g a n i s m s  o f  t h e  l o w e r  k i n g d o m s ,  s o  a l s o  m e n  c a n  

b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e v e n  g r e a t  c l a s s e s ,  s h o w i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c o n s t i t u 

t i o n  a n d  t e m p e r a m e n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  a s  e i t h e r  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  p r i n c i 

p l e  o f  t h e s e  c o l o r - o r - l i f e - r a y s  p r e d o m i n a t e s  i n  t h e m ,  t h o u g h  a l l  t h e  

s e v e n  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  r e q u i s i t e  t o  b u i l d  u p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

o r g a n s  o f  a  p e r s o n .  A s  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  i n  h e a l t h  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  e x 

t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  f o o d  a n d  s p e c i a l i z e d  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s  b y  t h e  

d i g e s t i v e  o r g a n s  ; i f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  b e  • c h e c k e d  o r  i m p e r f e c t l y  p e r f o r m e d ,  

d i s e a s e  o f  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o r g a n  r e s n l t s .  T h e n  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  s t e p s  i n ,  

a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  k n o w l e d g e  g a i n e d  b y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  r e s u l t s ,  a p p l i e s  

s n c h  r e m e d i e s  a s  c o n t a i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  r e q u ir e d  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  

t b e  d i s t u r b e d  f u n c t i o n  i n  p r e p o n d e r a n c e ,  t h e r e b y  s t i m u l a t i n g  o r  r e l i e v 

i n g  t b e  a f f e c t e d  o r g a n  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r ia t e  s p e c i a l i z e d  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  t o  

r e s t o r e  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  h e a l t h .  ^

N o w ,  o r d i n a r i l y  p h y s i c i a n s  c h o o s e  a  r e m e d y  a t  r a n d o m  f r o m  a  

n u m b e r  o f  d r u g s  a l l  i n d i c a t e d  f o r  t h e  s a m e  f u n c t i o n ,  b u t  o f  s u c h  a  n u m 

b e r ,  o n e  s e e m s  t o  a g r e e  o r  a c t  m o r e  r e a d i l y ,  w i t h  o n e  p e r s o n  t h a n  w i t h  

a n o t h e r .  I f  w e  a p p l y  n o w  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  s o la r  in f lu e n c e  o r  l i f e -  

f o r c e  i s  s p e c i a l i z e d  a n d  s t o r e d  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  t h e  l i g h t  d i v i d e s  i t s e l f  

i n t o  t h e  s e v e n  p r i s m a t i c  c o lo u r - r a y s ,  a n d  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  r a y s  b e i n g  a g a i n  

s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e v e n  c o lo u r s  in  w h i c h  t h e  s h a d e  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  r a y  p r e 

d o m i n a t e s ,  t h e n  a  p h y s i c i a n  c o u l d  c o u n t  o n  m o r e  c e r t a i n  s u c c e s s ,  i f  h e  

w e r e  g u i d e d ,  i n  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  r e m e d y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e .  

H e  w o u l d  t h e n  c h o o s e  t h e  r e m e d y  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  s u b - r a y  c o r r e s 

p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  o r g a n  a f f e c t e d  ; t h e  c l a s s ,  o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a  p e r s o n  i n 

d i c a t i n g  t h e  p r im a r y  d i v i s i o n  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  s p e c i a l i s e d  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  

s h o u l d  b e  s e l e c t e d .



I  t h i n k  i t  i s  r e c o g n i s e d  b y  p h y s i c i a n s  t h a t  m e d i c i n a l  s u b s t a n c e s  

t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  k in g d o m ,  a r e  m o r e  r e a d i l y  a s s i m i l a t e d  b y  t h e  

d i g e s t i v e  o r g a n s ,  a n d  l e s s  d i s t u r b i n g  i n  t h e i r  a c t i o n ,  t h a n  t h o s e  f r o m  

t h e  m i n e r a l  k i n g d o m .  I n  f o r m e r  c e n t u r i e s  n u m e r o n s  r e m e d i e s  w e r e  

o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  a n i m a l  k in g d o m .  H o w e v e r  u s e f u l  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  

b e e n ,  m e d i c a l  s o i e n c e  h a s  a b a n d o n e d  t h e m ,  m a i n l y  I s u p p o s e  f o r  a e s t h e 

t i c s !  r e a s o n s ,  b u t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  r e m e d ie s ,  j u s t  a s  n a u s e o u s ,  h a v e  b e e n  

in t r o d u c e d  a g a i n  f r o m  t b e  a n i m a l  k i n g d o m ,  a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  b a c c i l i - c u l -  

t o r e s  a n d  s e r u m s  f o r  i n o c u l a t i o n ,  b e s id e s  p e p s i n  a n d  o t h e r s .

S t i l l  f u r t h e r  b a c k  in  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  T h e r a p e u t a e  a n d  P r i e s t - i a i t i o t e s  

p e r f o r m e d  c u r e s  b y  a p p l y i n g  t h e  h u m a n i s e d  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  d i r e c t  f r o m  

m a n ,  a n d  i t  s t a n d s  t o  r e a s o n ,  t h a t  t h e  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  a  

h u m a n  b o d y ,  w o n ld  b e  m o r e  r e a d i l y  a s s i m i l a t e d  b y  a  w e a k e n e d  h u m a n  

o r g a n i s m  t h a n  a n y  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  m e d i u m s  f u r t h e r  r e m o v e d  f r o m  

t h e  h u m a n  k i n g d o m .  F r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  a t t e m p t s  h a v e  b e e n  

m a d e ,  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  m e t h o d  o f  h e a l i n g  a n d  s i n c e  M e s m e r ’s  

t i m e ,  j u s t  a b o u t  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  h a s  b e e n  s t u d i e d  

b y  n u m e r o u s  i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  C l a i r v o y a n t s  s e e  t h i s  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  

p r o c e e d  l i k e  a  lu m i n o u s  e m a n a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  m e s m e r i z e r  

a n d  p r o j e c t e d  i n t o  a n d  a b s o r b e d  b y  t h e  a u r a  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

O n  t h i s  t h e o r y  o f  t r a n s m i t t i n g  t h e  l i f e  p r i n c i p l e  f r o m  o n e  h u m a n  

b o d y  t o  a n o t h e r ,  w e  c a u  e x p l a i n  t h e  a t t e m p t  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  p h y s i 

c i a n s  t o  r e v i v i f y  D a v i d  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e  w o m a n  A b i s h a g ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e  

r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  S h u n a m m i t e ’s  s o n  b y  E l i s h a .  A l l  t h r o u g h  h i s t o r y ,  s a c r e d  

a n d  p r o f a n e ,  w e  f in d  e x a m p l e s  o f  m e n  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  p o w e r  o f  h e a l i n g  

b y  “  l a y i n g  o n  o f  h a n d s , ” a n d  n u m e r o u s  i n s t a n c e s  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n  

r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  w h o  h e l p  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  in  t h i s  m a n n e r ,  n e v e r  b e c o m e  

p u b l i c .
B u t  a s  h i t h e r t o  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  e x a c t  s c i e n c e  c o u l d  n o t  o b s e r v e  

t h e s e  e m a n a t io n s ,  n o r  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e s u l t s  b y  k n o w n  n a t u r a l  l a w s ,  d i s 

c r e d i t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h r o w n  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d  t h e  s a m e  p e r s i s t e n t l y  

i g n o r e d .  H o w e v e r  s in c e  t h e  v o l u m i n o u s  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a n d  

o n  m e n t a l  h e a l i n g  h a s  a p p e a r e d ,  a  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  t h o s e  p o s s e s s i n g  

t h i s  p o w e r  h a v e  c o m e  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c  a u d  m o r e  w i d e s p r e a d  a t t e n t i o n  

i s  c a l l e d  t o  t h e i r  p o w e r .

B u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  m i s t a k e  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  n a t u r a l  h e a l e r s  c a n  h e a l  

a n y  o n e  a n d  c u r e  e v e r y  d i s e a s e  ; m o s t  o f  t h e m  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  c u r e s  u n c o n 

s c i o u s l y ,  i f  I  m a y  s o  e x p r e s s  m y s e l f .  S o m e  s i m p l y  s u r c h a r g e  t h e  

p a t i e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  v i t a l i t y ,  s o m e  m a y  d i r e c t  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  1 i f  e - e t h e r  t o  

t h e  d i s e a s e d  s p o t  o r  o r g a n ,  b u t  a s  a  r u l e  t h e y  d o  n o t  “  s e e ”  t h e  a c t u a l  

p r o c e s s ,  o r  w h a t  s p e c i a l  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  i s  r e q u ir e d ,  o r  w h a t  o r g a n  o f  t h e  

b o d y  c a u s e s  t h e  s y m p t o m s .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h e  h e a l e r  i s  m o r a l l y  a n d  

p h y s i c a l l y  h e a l t h y ,  h i s  a c t i o n  w i l l  b e  b e n e f i c e n t ,  a s  i t  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  

l i f e - f o r c e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  a n d  e n a b l e s  h i s  o w n  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w i t h  g r e a t e r  

v i g o u r ,  t o  e i t h e r  b u i l d  a f r e s h  o r  t h r o w  o f f  e f f e t e  m a t t e r .  W h e r e v e r  

t h e  h e a l e r  i s  s u c c e s s f u l  o n e  w i l l  f in d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  n a t u r a l  

s y m p a t h y  b e t w e e n  h i m  a n d  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  t h e y  b e l o n g  t o  t h o  s a m o  o r  t o



h a r m o m o a s  c l a s s e s  ; i l  d i f f e r e n t  o r  i n h a r m o n i o u s  p r i n c i p l e s  p r e d o m in a t e  

i s  t h e m ,  l i t t l e  o r  n o  r e s u l t  w i l l  a c c r u e  f r o m  h i s  e f f o r t s .

I n  s u b m i t t i n g  t h i s  v i e w  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d s  o f  h e a l i n g ,  

1 t h i n k  t h a t  a t  a l l  e v e n t s  i t  e x p l a i n s  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  in  a  r a t i o n a l  w a y  

a n d  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  n a t u r a l  l a w .  O n e  m i g h t  t h e n  d e s i g n a t e  

t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  h e a l i n g  b y  d r u g s  a n d  b y  l a y i n g  o n  o f  h a n d s ,  

a s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  f r o m  

t h e  p s y c h i c a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  p l a n e ,  b u t  M e n t a l - h e a l i n g  i s  s o m e t h i n g  

h i g h e r  s t i l l .  B e i n g  t b e  a e t  o f  t h e  r e a l  M a n ,—- t h e  E g o ,  o r  s p i r i 

t u a l  p r i n c i p l e  i n  m a n , — a n d  w o r k i n g  d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  t b e  m in d ,  

i t  m u s t  p r o c e e d  f r o m  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p l a n e  a n d  t h u s  b e c o m e s  a k i n  t o  t h e  

a c t i o n  o f  J e s n s  a n d  t h e  A p o s t l e s .  I t  i s  t h a t  p r o c e s s ,  w h e r e  t b e  h e a l e r  

p o u r s  o n t  h i s  l i f e - f o r e e ,  e n e r g i z e d  b y  t h e  d i v i n e  p o w e r  o f  l o v e  a n d  

c o m p a s s i o n  M id  d i r e c t e d  b y  W i l l ,  o n  h i s  s u f f e r i n g  b r o t h e r s ; t h e n  t h e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  p h y s i c a l  m e d i u m s  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n  f a l l  a w a y ,  d i s t a n c e  i s  

n o  l o n g e r  a n  o b s t a c l e  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  b e c o m e  w h a t  t h e  w o r ld  c a l l s  

m ir a c u lo u s .

A  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  t h e  A n c i e n t s ,  t h e  p r e p a r a t io n  

o f  t h e * c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  H e l i o p o l i s  a n d  E l e u s i s ,  t h e  t e a c h 

i n g s  o f  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a l l  s h o w ,  t h a t  t o  a t t a i n  a  f r e e  a n d  c o n s c i o u s  

a c t i o n  o f  t h e  E g o  in  m a n ,  a  c a r e f u l  a n d  d e l i b e r a t e  t r a i n i n g  w a s  r e q u ir 

e d .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v e r y  r e l i g i o n s  s y s t e m  h a d  

t o  f in d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e ; a  r i g o r o u s  a d h e r e n c e  

t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m o r a l  t r u t h  a n d  v i r t u e ,  u n s h a k e n  b y  n u m e r o u s  

t r i a l s  a n d  t e m p t a t i o n s ,  a n d  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  h u m a n  

b r o t h e r h o o d ,  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  r e q u i s i t e .  T h e n  o n l y  w a s  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  

i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  h i d d e n  s e c r e t s  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  le d ,  a s  o n e  t r a d i t i o n  h a s  

i t ,  “  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a t h s  o f  h e a v e n l y  s c i e n c e  e v e n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  G o d  

H i m s e l f . ”

T h u s ,  w h e n  h e  h a d  b e c o m e  a  M a s t e r  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e ,  h e  

w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  S e l f ,  i n  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  d e a t h ,  a n d  w a s  

r e b o r n  o r  “  b a p t i z e d  w i t h  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t . ”

S u c h  w a a  a n d  i s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  b e c o m e  

d i v i n e  h e a l e r s  a n d  w o r k e r s  o f  “  m i r a c l e s  w i t h  t h e i r  a w a k e n e d  

s p i r i t u a l  v i s i o n  t h e y  h a d  t h e  p o w e r  t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  s e a t  a n d  o r i g i n  o f  

a n y  d i s e a s e  a n d  t o  a p p l y  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  l i f e - p r i n c i p l e  u n e r r i n g l y  b y  

d i r e c t i n g  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  M in d .  W i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  K a r m i c  L a w  t h e y  

c o u ld  c u r e  a n y  d i s e a s e  a n d  h a d  e v e n  p o w e r  o v e r  d e a t h .

T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i e t i e s ,  “  t o  c u l t i v a t e  a n d  p r o m o t e  a  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  p r a c t i c a l  m e t a p h y s i c s  a n d  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l i n g  

f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t - w o r k  a n d  f o r  t h e  p r o m o t io n  o f  

u n i v e r s a l  h a r m o n y  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t r u t h , ”  i s  n o  d o u b t  n o b le ,  f o r  

a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  m e n t a l  h e a l i n g  p r e s u p p o s e s  a  p u r e  m i n d  a n d  a  p u r e  

l i f e .  A n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t b e  e t e r n a l  l a w  o f  T r u t h  a n d  L o v e  

i s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  p u r e  a n d  s i m p l e ,  i t  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  t h e  s u p p o r t  

o f  e v e r y  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  m a k e  i t  a  “  S c i e n c e . ”



D e s p i t e  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o r  a f f ir m a t io n  “  T h e r e  i s  n o  e v i l ” , i t  w o u ld  

b e  u n w i s e  t o  s h u t  o n e ’s  e y e s  t o  s o m e  d a n g e r s ,  w h i c h  c e r t a i n l y  th r e a t e n  

t h e  u l t i m a t e  s u c c e s s  o f  t b e  m o v e m e n t .  T h e  o n e  o b j e c t  “ t o  c u l t i v a t e  th e  

s c i e n c e  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l i n g ” a t t r a c t s  n u m b e r s  o f  p e r s o n s ,  n o t  s o  m u c h  to  

a t t a i n  p o w e r  t o  h e a l  o t h e r s ,  b a t  t o  b e c o m e  h e a l e d ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e m ,  

n o t  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  m e n t a l  q u a l i f i c a t io n  t o  g r a s p  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n d  

m e t a p h y s i c a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  i m a g i n e  t h a t  b y  s i m p l y  d e n y i n g  a  d i s e a s e  

t h e y  w i l l  r e m o v e  i t .  I t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  w o n d e r e d  a t  t h a t  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  

f e w  c a n  f o l l o w  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a r g u m e n t  t o  i t s  l o g i c a l  c o n c lu s io n ,  fo r  

d u r i n g  m a n y  c e n t u r i e s  g e n e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  t a u g h t ,  

n o t  t o  e m p l o y  r e a s o n ,  b u t  t o  b e l i e v e ; a n d  a b s t r a c t  s c i e n c e  h a s  l o n g  a g o  

t a b o o e d  m e t a p h y s i c s .  I t  i s  o f  c o u r s e  t r u e  t h a t ,  r i s i n g  t o  t h e  h i g h e r ,  s p i 

r i t u a l ,  p l a n e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  e v i l ,  a l l  i s  g o o d  in  e s s e n c e ,  b u t  w h i l e  w e  l i v e  

i n  a  m a t e r i a l  u n i v e r s e ,  w e  m u s t  r e c o g n i s e  e v i l  t o  r e a l i s e  g o o d ; t h e  id e a  

o f  “  g o o d ’* w o u ld  b e  m e a n i n g l e s s  u n l e s s  w e  c o n t r a s t  i t  w i t h  “ e v i l ” . T r u e ,  

t h e r e  i s  n o  i l l n e s s  w h i l e  w e  a b s t r a c t  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  d w e l l  o n  t h e  m in d -  

p l a n e s ; i l l n e s s  p e r t a i n s  t o  o u r  lo w e r  b o d ie s ,  a n d  w h i l e  w e  h a v e  t o  l i v e  

a n d  a c t  in  t h e m ,  a n y  d e v i a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  n o r m a l  w i l l  b e  f e l t  a s  s u f f e r in g  

a n d  i l l n e s s .  A n d  w h e n  p e o p l e  a t t e m p t  t o  d e n y  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  i s  r e a l  

f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  o w n  r e a s o n ,  t h e y  a r e  e i t h e r  u n t r u t h f u l  

t o  t h e m s e l v e s  o r  f o o l s .  W i t h o u t  p r o p e r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  d e n y i n g  m u s t  

t e n d  t o  c r a m p  t h e  i n t e l l e c t ,  a n d  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  s o c i e t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  to  

b r in g  a b o u t  j u s t  t h e  r e v e r s e .  I t  i s  s o  e a s y  t o  b e  l e d  i n t o  f a l s e  c o n c lu 

s i o n s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  n u m e r o u s  p e o p le ,  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  w e a k  n e r v e s  a n d  

c o n s e q u e n t  w e a k  s i g h t ,  a r e  p a t c h e d  u p  n o w  w i t h  s p e c t a c l e s ,  t h e  o c u l i s t  

s i m p l y  r e l i e v i n g  a n  e f f e c t  w i t h o u t  r e m o v i n g  t h e  c a u s e .  W h e u  t h e n  b y  

t h e  b e t t e r  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  l i f e  a n d  t h o u g h t ,  a s  d e m a n d e d  b y  C h r i s t i a n  

M e t a p h y s i c s ,  t h e  n e r v e s  a r e  s o o t h e d  a n d  r e g a i n  f r e s h  t o n e ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  

d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  h e  c a n  d o  w i t h o u t  g l a s s e s — a n d  a n o t h e r  m i r a c l e  h a s  o c c u r 

r e d .  B u t  l e t  a  b o r n  m y o p i c  t r y  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  a n d  h e  w i l l  f in d  h i m s e l f  

i n  a  d e n s e r  m i s t ,  t h a n  b e f o r e  h e  t o o k  t o  s p e c t a c l e s .

A n o t h e r  t h o u g h  s u b t l e r  d a n g e r ,  a n d  o n e  w h i c h  w i l l  n o t  s o  r e a d i l y  

b e  r e c o g n i s e d ,  i s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  ** g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  s i l e n c e . ”  

T h e  r e g u l a r  h a b i t  o f  s e t t i n g  a p a r t  s o m e  t i m e  e v e r y  d a y  f o r  c a l m ,  q u ie t  

c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  n o b le  s p i r i t u a l  s u b j e c t s  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  o f  i n c a l c u l a b l e  

b e n e f i t  a n d  c o u ld  b e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  e v e r y  o n e .  B u t  i n  s o m e  b o o k s  

h i n t s  a r e  g i v e n  t o  g o  b e y o n d  t h a t  i n t o  c o m p l e t e  a b s t r a c t i o n  a n d  t h i s  

m i g h t  l e a d  i n  p e r s o n s  o f  a  p s y c h i c  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t o  m e d i u m s h i p . *  U n l e s s  

s u c h  a  p e r s o n  i s  m o r a l l y  v e r y  p u r e ,  a n d  p r o o f  a g a i n s t  e v e r y  t e m p t a t i o n ,  

s u c h  a n  e v e n t  w o u ld ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t ,  n o t  b e  d e s i r a b le .

A g a i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  h e a l i n g  b y  l a y i n g  o n  o f  h a n d s  m i g h t  l e a d  to  

m i s c h i e f ,  f o r  i f  t h e  h e a l e r  i s  n o t  p e r f e c t l y  h e a l t h y  i n  b o d y  a n d  m in d ,  t h e  

l i f e - p r i n c i p l e ,  w h i c h  h e  h a s  h u m a n i z e d  a n d  p o u r s  o u t  o n  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  

m u s t  b e  t a i n t e d  w i t h  h i s  i n f i r m i t i e s .  I f  h e  w e r e  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s e n s u a l ,  

h i s  h e a l i n g  in f lu e n c e  m i g h t  a r o u s e  l a t e n t  p a s s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a t ie n t ,  

w h i c h  m i g h t  l e a d  t o  m u c h  h a r m  a n d  g r i e f ,  a n d  s u c h  r e s u l t  m i g h t  s h o w

* W e k n o w  o n e  c a se  in  w h ich  th is  a c tu a lly  hap pened . E d .



i t s e l f  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  l a p s e  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  t i m e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  in f lu e n c e  

b f t h e  h e a l e r  n o t  b e  s u s p e o t e d  a s  t h e  c a u s e .  S o m e  e x p e r i e n c e d  h e a l e r s  

a n d  m e s m e r i s t s  i n s i s t  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  a  h e a l e r  m u s t  n e v e r  t o u c h  a l c o h o l i c  

l iq u o r s  a n d  b e  v e r y  f r u g a l  a n d  r e g u l a r  i n  h a b i t s .

M e n t a l  h e a l i n g ,  a s  i t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  p u t  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c ,  l a b o u r s  

u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  a s  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  d o g m a t i c  C h r i s t ia n  

C h u r c h ; i t  c a n n o t  b e  l o g i c a l l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  i t  i s  t h e  g r o p i n g  a f t e r  a  

d a rk  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  r e c o g n i s e d  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  m a y  l e a d  m a n y  

a s tr a y . O n l y  t h e  l i g h t  o f  T h e o s o p h y  c a n  c l e a r  u p  t h e  m u r k y  d a r k n e s s  

w h ic h  e n s h r o u d s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m a n ,  b i s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s e  

an d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  b e in g .  I f  t h a t  i s  o n c e  r e c o g n i s e d ,  t h e n  d i s c i p l e s  

o f t h i s  s c i e n c e  w i l l  d i s c e r n  i t s  t r u e  r e l a t i o n  a n d  a i m i n g  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  

s e lf is h  r e l i e f  o f  t h e i r  o w n  b o d i ly  i l l s ,  b e c o m e  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  d e e p e r  t r u t h s  

of N a t u r e ,  w h i c h  le a d  t o  U n i t y  a n d  W h o l e n e s s .
H .  F .  K k ssa l .

THE LIGHT.
F rom  an  A p o c r y p h a l  E v a n g e l iu m .

(:Translated by E l in  S a l z e r  from Theosophisk Tidskrift),

A
N D  i t  c a m e  t o  p a s s  t h a t  J e s u s  w a s  a p p r o a c h i n g  a  s t r a n g e  c i t y  a s  

n i g h t  w a s  c o m i n g  o n . A n d  w i t h  h i m  w e r e  P e t e r  a n d  J a m e s  a n d  

J o h n  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  d i s c i p l e s .  A n d  d a r k n e s s  c a m e  o v e r  t h e m  

w h ile  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  o n e  w h o  

c o u ld  s h o w  t h e m  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l e  w i t h  w h o m  t h e y  

w e r e  i n t e n d i n g  t o  s t a y .  T h e n  P e t e r  s a i d  t o  J e s u s  :

“  M a s t e r ,  s h o w  u s  t h e  w a y . ”  B u t  J e s u s  a n s w e r e d  a n d  s a i d  u n t o  

h im  :

“  W a i t  h e r e  t i l l  w e  m e e t  s o m e b o d y  w h o  c a n  g u i d e  u s . ”

B n t  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  m u r m u r e d  a n d  P e t e r  s a id  a g a in  t o  J e s u s  :

“  M a s t e r  t h o u  a r t  t h e  w a y .  C a n s t  t h o u  n o t  s h o w  t h e  w a y  t o  u s  ?  

J e s u s  a n s w e r e d  a n d  s a id  a g a i n  “  a b id e  h e r e  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e . ”

A n d  a s  t h e y  w e r e  w a i t i n g ,  a  m a n  w a s  a p p r o a c h i n g  w i t h  a  l i g h t e d  

to rch . A n d  J e s u s  s a i d  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  : “  B e h o ld ,  t h i s  m a n  s h a l l  g u i d e  

u s” !

B u t  w h e n  t h e  m a n  c a m e  n e a r  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  t h e y  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  

h e  w a s  a  p u b l i c a n .  A n d  w h e n  J e s u s  s a i d  u n t o  t h e m  “  f o l l o w  n o w ”  t h e y  

a g a in  m u r m u r e d  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  P e t e r  s a id  t o  J e s u s :

“  D o s t  t h o u  s e e  w h a t  k i n d  o f  m a n  t h i s  g u i d e  i s ”  ?

A n d  J e s u s  s a i d  u n t o  h i m  :

“  Y e s ,  I  s e e . ”

P e t e r  a n s w e r e d  a n d  s a i d  :

“  I s  i t  s e e m l y  t h a t  t h i s  m a n  s h a l l  g u i d e  u s ,  h e  i s  a  p u b l i c a n  a n d  a  

s in n e r ”  ?
B u t  J e s u s  s a id  t o  P e t e r  :



“  L e t  u s  f o l l o w  ! I t  i s  n o t  t h e  m a n  w e  a r e  f o l l o w i n g  b u t  t h e  l i g h t  ”  

A n d  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  a f t e r w a r d s  s e a t e d  a t  t a b l e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  t b e  

d i s c i p l e  f o r  w h o m  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  l o o k i n g ,  J e s n s  s a i d  :

“  N o t  e v e r y  o n e  w h o  c a r r i e s  t h e  l i g h t  i s  o f  t h e  l i g h t .  B u t  h e  

w h o  f o l l o w s  fche l i g h t  i s  o f  t h e  l i g h t . ”

REMARKS ON FOOD, ITS NATURE, AND INFLUENCE ON MAN 
AND THE WORLD AT LARGE.

I .

IN  t h e  Taittiriyopanishad t h e  se o o n d  s t a n z a  r e a d s—“ F r o m  fo o d  i n 

d e e d  w h a t e v e r  c r e a tu r e s  in  t h e  e a r t h  d o  d w e l l ,  a r e  p r o c r e a t e ; b y  

fo o d  a g a in  t h e y  s u r e ly  l i v e ; to  fo o d  a g a in  o n c e  m o r e  t h e y  a t  t h e i r  e n d  

d o  g o . F o o d  s u r e ly  o f  b e in g s  e ld e s t  ( i s )  ; t h e n c e  i s  i t  c a l l e d  t h e  

n u tr im e n t  o f  a l l .  All food they verily obtain, who food as B r a h m  regard. 
F r o m  fo o d  a r e  b e in g s  b o r n ; w h e n  b o r n , b y  fo o d  t h e y  g r o w . I t  i s  f e d  

u p o n , i t  f e e d s  on  t h i n g s ; t h e r e fo r e  t h e y  c a l l  i t  food*’, w h ic h  in  a  v e r y  

q n a in t  s t y l e  c o n v e y s  t b e  id e a  o f  a ll  l i v in g  b e in g s  u s in g  e a c h  o t h e r  a s  

fo o d  a n d  b e in g  fo o d  to  o t h e r s ,  w h i l e  t h a t  fo o d  w h ic h  t h e y  o b ta in  i s  o f  

t h e  d iv in e  e s s e n c e ,  viz., B r a h m .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  w e  o f t e n  f in d  s u c h  e x p r e s s i o n s  u s e d  a s  “  g r o s s  

f o o d ” , “  p u r e  f o o d ” , e t c . ,  w i t h  t h e i r  o p p o s i t e s ,  w h i c h ,  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

p r a c t i c a l  l i f e ,  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  l i v e l i h o o d  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  h a b i t s ,  

c u s t o m s ,  a n d  b o d i ly  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  t b e  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n  o r  h i s  c o n n e c 

t i o n s ,  r e n d e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  “ f o o d ”  a  v e r y  p e r p l e x i n g  o n e ,  w h i c h  

t h r e a t e n s  t o  i n v o l v e  T h e o s o p h y  in  t h e  b a s e  o f  i m p r a c t i c a b l e  d r e a m s  o f  

e n t h u s i a s m  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r ld  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  w h i c h  i t  

s h o u ld  a v o id  e n c o u r a g i n g ,  b y  s h o w i n g  i n  p l a i n  t e r m s  w h a t  i s  m e a n t  

b y  s u c h  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  “  g r o s s , ”  “  r e f in e d ” , “  p u r e ,”  ** i m p u r e , ”  

e t c . ,  a n d  t o  w h o m  t h e y  a p p l y  w h e n  t r e a t e d  in  a  l i b e r a l ,  e t h i c a l ,  s c i e n t i 

f ic , a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s p i r i t .  D o c t r i u a i r i s m  a n d  d o g m a t i s m  o a n  h a v e  

n o  p l a c e  i n  T h e o s o p h y ,  u n l e s s  i t  w e r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  l a y  t h e  f o a n d a i i o n  

f o r  a n o t h e r  r e l i g i o n .

W h a t ,  t h e n ,  i s  “  F o o d ”  ? T h e  s i m p l e  a n s w e r  m i g h t  b e  “  t h a t  w h ic h  

n o u r i s h e s  !”  i f  t h a t  a d v a n c e d  t h e  e l u c i d a t i o n  e v e r  s o  l i t t l e ,  b u t  t h i s  i t  

d o e s  n o t  d o ,  f o r  i t  m i g h t  b e  a s k e d  “ W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n  b y  ‘ n o u r i s h i n g ’ ”  ?  

L e t  u s  t r y  a n o t h e r  m o r e  g e n e r a l  d e f in i t i o n  viz., f o o d  i s  t h a t  w h i c h  

s u p p l i e s  to  t h e  b o d y  w h a t  i t  n e e d s  ( 1) f o r  b u i l d i n g  u p  i t s  v a r io u s  

p a r t s ,  t i l l  i t s  f u l l  s i z e  a n d  p e r f e c t io n  a r e  a t t a i n e d ,  a n d  ( 2)  f o r  r e s t o r i n g  

t h a t  w h i c h  i t  l o s e s  b y  e v e r y  a c t  a n d  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  l i f e ,  f o r  a s  l i t t l e  

a s  a n y  thing c a n  b e  c r e a t e d  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g ,  s o  l i t t l e  c a n  a n y  f o r c e ,  a n y  

a c t i v i t y ,  o r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  i n t e l l e c t  b e  p r o d u c e d  w i t h o u t  i n v o l v i n g  

t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o m e  o t h e r  f o r c e ,  e t c . ,  r e l a t e d  t o  i t  i n  s o m e  w a y .



A s  a  r a t i o n a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  i t  f o l l o w s ,  t b a t  f o o d - r n a t t e r  m u s t  c o n s i s t  

e s s e n t i a l l y  o f  t b e  s a m e ,  o r  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d ,  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a s  t b e  b o d y *  

m a t t e r ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  o r g a n iz e d ,  i. e., i s  a l i v e ,  w h i l e  t h e  

f o r m e r  ( f o o d )  i s  n o t  s o  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  b u t  m a y  b e  o n l y  o r g a n i c  o r  n e u t r a l ,  

p o s s e s s i n g  t b e  c a p a c i t y  o f  b e c o m in g  o r g a n iz e d  b y  a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  b y  b e i n g  

a b s o r b e d  i n t o  a  l i v i n g  b o d y ,  o r  i t  m a y  b e  in o r g a n i c ,  a n d  t h e n  o n l y  

u t i l i z e d  in  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r .

B e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  f u r t h e r ,  l e t  m e  s a y  a  f e w  w o r d s  a s  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n  

o f  t b e  t h r e e  k i n g d o m s  o f  n a t u r e  r e g a r d i n g  w h ic h  t h e r e  d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s  

s e e m  t o  p r e v a i l  a s  m u c h  c l e a r n e s s  o f  c o m p r e h e n s io n  a m o n g  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

w r i t e r s ,  a s  i s  d e s i r a b le .

A l l  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  m in e r a l  k in g d o m  i s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

v e g e t a b l e  a n d  a n i m a l ,  i n c l u s i v e  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  o f  m a n ,  b u t  t h e  

w o r d i n g  i s  o f t e n  s n c h  t h a t  i t  a p p e a r s  a s  i f  m in e r a l  w a s  a  m in e r a l  a n d  

n o t h i n g  e l s e  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  t w o ,  a n d  t h e  a t o m i c  o r  e l e m e n t a r y  

n a t n r e  o f  s m a l l  a c c o u n t .  B u t  t h i s  is  n o t  s o . O f  t h e  s e v e n t y  o r  m o r e  

c h e m i c a l  e l e m e n t s  c o m p o s i n g  t h e  k n o w n  m in e r a l s  o n l y  f iv e  a r e  u n i v e r 

s a l l y  f o u n d  c o m p o s i n g  t h e  l i v i n g  c e l l - m a t t e r ,  b o t h  o f  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  a n i 

m a l  o r g a n i s m s ,  viz., C a r b o n ,  H y d r o g e n ,  O x y g e n , N i t r o g e n ,  a n d  S u l p h u r ;  

s i x  m o r e  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h i g h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  viz., P h o s p h o r u s ,  

C h l o r i n e ,  P o t a s s i u m ,  C a lc iu m ,  M a g n e s iu m ,  a n d  I r o n ; s i x  o t h e r s  

a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  f o u n d  in  v a r io u s  p a r t s  a n d  p r o b a b ly  c a u s e  v a r ia t io n  

o f  f o r m ,  f u n c t i o n s ,  e t c . ,  b u t  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  e s s e n t i a l ,  viz., 
S o d i u m ,  L i t h i u m ,  M a n g a n e s e ,  S i l i c o n ,  I o d in e ,  B r o m in e ,  w h i l e  s e v e n  

a r e  r a r e ly  p r e s e n t  a n d  t h e n  o n l y  in  m i n u t e  q u a n t i t i e s ,  viz., A l u m i n i u m  

( C l a y ) ,  C o p p e r ,  Z in c ,  C o b a l t ,  N i c k e l ,  S t r o n t i u m ,  a n d  B a r i u m  ( B a r y t a ) .  

T h e s e  a n d  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  a c t  o f t e n  a s  s t i m u l a n t s ,  m e d i c i n e s ,  p o i s o n s  

o r  i r r i t a n t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  q u a n t i t y  e m p lo y e d ,  a s  d o  a l s o  m a n y  o f  t h e  

o t h e r s  n e v e r  n a t u r a l l y  f o u n d  i n  o r g a n ic  b o d ie s .

T h u s  w e  s e e  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  e l e v e n  e s s e n t i a l  a n d  t h i r t e e n  u n e s s e n t i a l  

m i n e r a l  e l e m e n t s  o u t  o f  a  t o t a l  o f  s e v e n t y  e m p lo y e d  in  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

n p  o f  p l a n t  a n d  a n im a l  b o d ie s ,  t h e  r e m a in d e r  w h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  a c t  a s  

i r r i t a n t s ,  a n d  a r e  p r o m p t l y  e x p e l l e d  in  h e a l t h ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  m a y  c a u s e  

t r o u b l e .

T b e  f iv e  e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t s  fo r m  w h a t  i s  k n o w n  a s  P r o t o p l a s m ,  

B io p la s m ,  A lb u m e n ,  W h i t e  o f  E g g ,  C h l o r o p h y l l ,  e t c . ,  a s  t h e  s u b s t r a t u m  

o f  v i t a l i t y  ; t b e  r e m a i n i n g  o n e s  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  f u n c t i o n s  

e i t h e r  in  t h e  s a m e  b o d y ,  o r  in  t h a t  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  s p e c i e s  o r  g r o u p s  o f  

s p e c i e s .

S t a r t i n g  o n  t h i s  b a s i s ,  w e  m a y  c o n v e n i e n t l y  d i v i d e  t b e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  

o f  f o o d  a n d  b o d y - s u b s t a n c e s  i n t o  f o u r  g r o u p s ,  viz., ( 1 )  C a r b o n ; (2) 

N i t r o g e n  ; ( 3 )  W a t e r  a n d  ( 4 )  M in e r a l  S a l t s  ( s o lu b le  i n  W a t e r ) .  O f  t h e s e ,  

t h e  f i r s t  t w o  a r e  n o t  n o r m a l l y  f o u n d  in  t h e  r o c k s  o f  t h i s  e a r t h ,  y e t  t h e y  

a r e  p r e s e n t  in  c o n s id e r a b le  q u a n t i t i e s  i n  t h e  s o i l ,  w h e n c e  p l a n t s  p r i m a r i l y  

g e t  t h e i r  fo o d .  W h e r e v e r  t h e s e  a r e  f o u n d  g r o w i n g ,  t h e  m o r e  

n u m e r o u s  t h e y  a r e ,  t h e  m o r e  a b u n d a n t l y  t h e y  s t o c k  t h e  g r o u n d  w i t h
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t h e i r  r e m a i n s ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  v a r ie d  t h e y  b e c o m e  in  f o r m  a n d  f u n c t io n .  

I f  C a r b o n  a n d  N i t r o g e n  b e  n o t  d e r iv e d  f r o m  t h e  r o c k y  m in e r a l s  fr o m  

w h ic h  t h e  g r e a t  b u lk  o f  t h e  s o i l  i s  d e r iv e d ,  w h e n c e  a n d  b y  w h a t  a g e n c y  

d o  t h e y  a p p e a r  ? T h e y  a r e  s t o r e d  in  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  t h e  o n e  i n  t h e  

fo r m  o f  C a r b o n ic  A c id  (C a r b o n  D io x id e ,  C O f ) , t h e  o t h e r  a s  a  f r e e  g a s ,  

f o r m in g  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  ( 7 9 ° / 0 ) t h e r e o f ,  a n d  a r e  w i t h d r a w n  t h e r e f r o m ,  

t h e n  f ix e d  in  m o r e  o r  l e s s  p e r m a n e n t  c o m b in a t io n s ,  a n d  t r a n s m i t t e d  

t o  t h e  s o i l  b y  t h e  a c t i o n s  ( t h e  c o m b in e d  a c t i o n s )  o f  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s ,  

s o  a s  t o  b e c o m e  s u i t a b l e  fo o d  f o r  e i t h e r ,  and in no other tvay. T h e  w a t e r  

i s  m a i n l y  d e r iv e d  fr o m  t h e  o c e a n s ,  t h e  m in e r a l  s a l t s  f r o m  t h e  d i s i n t e 

g r a t i n g  r o c k s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  b e in g  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t o  a  v e r y  la r g e  e x t e n t  b y  

t h e  a c t i o n  t h e  l o w e s t  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s  k n o w n ,  v i z t h e  N i t r o - B a c t e r i a  

w h e r e v e r  c o n t a i n i n g  ir o n  a n d  p o t a s h .  T h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  w e i g h t  

a n d  b u lk  o f  a l l  o r g a n ic  p h y s i c a l  b o d ie s  o f  p la n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  c o n s i s t s  

o f  w a t e r ,  f r o m  6(1 p e r  c e n t ,  u p w a r d s  t o  s u c h  t e n u i t y  t h a t  t h e  

s o l i d s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  d r y i n g  a r e ,  in  s o m e  c a s e s ,  a l m o s t  in a p p r e c i a b l e ,  

viz., in  m o s t  f u n g i  a n d  t h e  j e l l y - f i s h  o r  M e d u s a e ;  h e n c e  w a t e r  

a s  fo o d  i s  o f  p r im e  im p o r t a n c e ,  b e s id e s  th ip  i t  a c t s  a s  t h e  s o l v e n t  

a n d  v e h i c l e  b y  m e a n s  o f  w h ic h  a l l  o t h e r  s n b s t a n c e s  a r e  a b s o r b e d  

b y  t h e  r o o t s  o f  p l a n t s ,  except carbon. T h e  n e x t  in  b u lk  i s  c a r b o n ,  t h e  

w o n d e r f u l  s u b s t a n c e  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  m o s t  i n c o h e r e n t  a n d  t h e  h a r d e s t ,  t h e  

m o s t  o p a q u e  a n d  t b e  m ost, t r a n s p a r e n t  o f  m a t t e r .  I t  i s  s o l e l y  o b t a in e d  a s  

f o o d  f o r  p l a n t s  d i r e c t l y  a n d  f o r  a n im a l s  i n d i r e c t l y  b y  t h e  a c t io n  o f  g r e e n  

f o l i a g e  s t i m u l a t e d  b y  s u n l i g h t .  A  p o r t io n  o f  t h i s — p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  r e d  

a n d  o r a n g e  r a y s ,  i. e . ,  t h e  h e a t-p ro d u c in < _ r part, o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m — b e 

c o m e s  l a t e n t  t h e r e b y ,  i s  b o u n d  u p  a n d  s a v e d  f o r  f u t u r e  u s e  a n d  w h e r e  a n d  

w h e n  s u n l i g h t  i s  a b s e n t .  C a r b o n — c h a r c o a l  m a t t e r — i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  

p a r t  o f  fo o d  u p o n  w h ic h  d e p e n d s  t h e  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  a n im a l  h e a t ,  o f  

w h ic h  p l a n t s  a r e  t h u s  t h e  s o l e  p u r v e y o r s  t o  t h e  a n i m a l  w o r ld -  I t  

p a s s e s  in  m a n y  c a s e s  t h r o u g h  m a n y  b o d ie s  in  s u c c e s s io n ,  b e f o r e  a  

g i v e n  q u a n t i t y  i s  a g a i n  r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  a i r  a s  c a r b o n ic  a c id  t h r o u g h  

a n im a l  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  r e f u s e  o f  o n e  k in d  f o r m i n g  t h e  c h o i c e  f o o d  o f  

a n o t h e r .  F i r e  a n d  d r y  h e a t  q u i c k l y  a n d  o f t e n  m o s t  w a s t e f u l l y  s c a t t e r  

t h e  s t o c k  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  la s t e d  y e a r s  a n d  s u p p l i e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  

o r g a n i s m s .

T h e  n i t r o g e n  n e e d e d  b y  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  a s  fo o d  is  h o w e v e r  n o t .  

d i r e c t l y  a b s o r b e d  b y  t h e  f o r m e r  f r o m  t h e  a ir .  P l a n t s  h a v e  n o  o r g a n s  

f o r  i t s  a b s o r p t io n ,  a t  l e a s t  n o t  t h e  h i g h e r  o n e s  w i t h  g r e e n  f o l i a g e  ; t h e y  

g e t  i t  c h i e f ly  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  a n i m a l s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  

g e t  t h e  c a r b o n  ( s t a r c h ,  s u g a r ,  e t c . , )  t h r o u g h  t h a t  o f  t h e  p l a n t s .  

T h e n  t h e  q u e s t io n  a r i s e s  w h e n c e  d o  a n i m a l s  g e t  t h e i r  n i t r o g e n ,  a  

s t i l l  m o r e  f u g i t i v e  s u b s t a n c e  t h a u  c a r b o n  w h e n  in  c o m b i n a t i o n s  in  t h e  

s o i l ,  s u c h  a s  a m m o n ia ,  n i t r a t e s  o f  p o t a s h  a n d  s o d a  ( s a l t p e t r e ) ,  e t c . ,  i f  n o t  

f r o m  t h e  a ir ,  a n d  h o w  ? T h e r e  c a n  b e  v e r y  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  

l o w e s t  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  “  p r o t o z o a ”  ( a l s o  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  

a s  z o o p h y t e s ) ,  d o  o b t a in  a l l  t h e y  r e q u ir e  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  

l i v i n g ,  a s  s o m e  d o , o n  fo o d  o t h e r w i s e  w h o l l y  d e s t i t u t e  o f  n i t r o g e n o u s



s u b s t a n c e s ,  a n d  fche v e r y  grea fc  p r o b a b i l i t y  e x i s t s ,  fchafc a l l  a n i m a l s ,  m a n  

i n c l u s i v e ,  g e t  afc leasfc  a  p o r t io n  i n  thafc w a y  ( h e r b iv o r o u s  a n i m a l s ) ,  

u n l e s s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  h a s  b e e n  l o s t  t h r o u g h  h a b i t u a l l y  f e e d i n g  o n  s u b 

s t a n c e s  a l r e a d y  r ic h  in  n i t r o g e n  ( c a r n iv o r o u s  a n i m a l s ) ,  f o r  t h e r e  i s  a u  

i m m u t a b l e  la w  o f  n a t u r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h i c h  e v e r y  c a p a c i t y ,  p o w e r  o r  

o r g a n  n o t  p u t  t o  a c t i v e  u s e  o i  e x e r c i s e d ,  is  s u p p r e s s e d  in  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e .  

T h e  s p e c i a l  o r g a n  f o r  t h e  a b s o r p t io n  o f  n i t r o g e n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  

m e m b r a n e  o r  s k i n  o f  t b e  in t e r n a l  b o d y - c a v i t i e s  in  t h e  h i g h e r  a n i m a l s  

a n d  m a n ,  a n d ,  i f  s o ,  t h i s  e x p l a i n s  w h y  m i l l i o n s  o f  H i n d u s  a n d  

C h i n e s e ,  a n d  e v e n  m a n y  E u r o p e a n s ,  c a n  l i v e ,  g r o w ,  a n d  d o  w o r k  o u  

s c a r c e l y  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  f o r  fo o d  t h a n  r i c e  o r  s i m i l a r  v e g e t a b l e s  

a l m o s t  o r  q u i t e  d e s t i t u t e  o f  n i t r o g e n .  I t  w o u ld  a l s o  e x p l a i n  w h y  t b e  

h a b i t u a l  u s e  o f  m ea t, a s  t h e  c h i e f  a r t i c l e  o f  f o o d  a m o n g  E u r o p e a n s  i s  

r e n d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y ,  viz., o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  l o s i n g  b y  d i s u s e  fche 

p o w e r  o f  a s s i m i l a t i n g  t h e  r e q u ir e d  n i t r o g e n  a n d  g a i n i n g  t h e r e b y  t h e  

p o w e r  o f  d o in g  m o r e  h a r d  w o r k  in  a  g i v e n  t im e ,  a  v e r y  q u e s t io n a b le  

g a i u  in  c a s e  t h e  f o o d  s a p p l y  o f  t h a t  t y p e  s h o u ld  ra r . s h o r t .

T h a t  n i t r o g e n  i s  t h u s  a b s o r b e d  w i t h i n  t h e  b o d y  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  

p r o v e d  b y  t h e  r e c e n t  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  p u r e  o x y g e n ,  fche o t h e r  c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  

t h e  a i r ,  a c t s  a s  t h e  b e s t  a n t i s e p t i c  in  t b e  c a s e  o f  in t e r n a l  w o u n d s  in f l i c t e d  

d u r i n g  o p e r a t io n s ,  f o r  i f  t h e  n i t r o g e n  i s  b e in g  c o n s t a n t l y  a b s o r b e d  f r o m  

t h e  s k in * f i l t e r e d  a ir ,  a l w a y s  a n d  o f  n e c e s s i t y  o x y g e n  m o r e  o r  l e s s  p u r e  

f i l l i n g  t b e  b o d y - c a v i t i e s  m u s t  r e m a in  b e h in d ,  w h i c h ,  w h e n  u n d i l u 

t e d ,  i s  i n i m i c a l  t o  o r g a n ic  l i f e ,  c a u s i n g  s n c h  r a p id  c o m b u s t i o n  o f  v i t a l i t y  

— i f  1 m a y  u s e  t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n — t h a t  f u n g i ,  b a c t e r ia ,  e t c . ,  a r r i v e  a t  t b e  

e n d  o i  t h e i r  a l l o t t e d  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  p r o p a g a t e .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  

n o  g a s  o r  f lu id ,  c a n  m a in t a iu  i t s e l f  in  a  p u r e  sfca te  w h e n  o n l y  s e p a 

r a t e d  b y  p e r v io u s  m e m b r a n e s  f r o m  o t h e r  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  g a s e s  o r  f lu id s ,  

f o r  t h e y  c o n s t a n t l y  d i f f u s e  in t o  e a c h  o t h e r  t i l l  e q u i l i b r i u m  i s  a t t a i n e d .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  o n e  o f  t h e  g a s e s  o f  t h e  a i r  b e  f o u n d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  

p u r e  i n  s u c h  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  in f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  f o r m i n g  

t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  m ix t u r e  i s  a s  c o n s t a n t l y  b e in g  r e m o v e d .  A s  n i t r o 

g e n  n n c o m b in « d  i s  n o t  k n o w n ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  to  d i f f u s e  f r o m  t b e  s k in ,  

y e t  s i n c e  t h e  in f u s e d  i n t e r n a l  a i r  f i l l i n g  t h e  c a v i t i e s  ( e x c e p t  t h e  i n t e r n a l  

c a n a l s  o f  t h e  l u n g s )  i s  m u c h  r i c h e r  in  o x y g e n  t h a n  t h e  e x t e r n a l ,  t h e  

n i t r o g e u  m a s t  b e  a b s o r b e d ,  o r  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  e n t e r i n g .

T h a t  t h i s  “  t h e o r y , ”  w h ic h  y o u  m a y  t a k e  a s  a  w o r k in g  h y p o t h e s i s  

f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  h a s  a  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  b e a r in g  u p o n  n o t  o n l y  “ p a r e  

f o o d , ”  e t c . ,  b u t  a l s o  “ c h e a p  f o o d ”  a n d  t h e  w h o le  q u e s t io n  o f  f o o d -  

s u p p l y  f o r  t h e  m a s s e s  i n  t h e  u e a r  f a t t i r e ,  c a n n o t  b e  d o u b t e d ,  b u t  I  

h a v e  t o  l e a v e  t h i s  a s p e c t  t o  b e  w o i  k e d  o u t  b y  s o m e  o n e  m o r e  q u a l i f i e d ,  

o r  t o  a n o t h e r  t i m e ,  f o r  I h a v e  n o t  y e t  d o n e  w ifch t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  

a s p e c t s ,  n o r  w i t h  t h e  r e l a t io n  o f  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  a n im a l  o r g a n i s m s  

t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  o f  f o o d .

U s u a l l y  in  t b e o s o p l i i e a l  a s  w e l l  a s  p o p u la r ly  s c i e n t i f i c  w r i t i u g s  

m in e r a l s ,  p l a n t s ,  a n im a l s ,  a n d  m a n  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  i t  t h e y  w e r e



d e v e l o p e d  t h e  o n e  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  i n  a  linear s e q u e n c e ,  b u t  t h i s ,  

a s  w i l l  b e  p e r c e iv e d  f r o m  t h e  f o r e g o in g ,  i s  n o t ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  s t r i c t l y  

c o r r e c t ,  f o r  a s  o n l y  p l a n t s  c a u  s u p p l y  a n i m a l s  w i t h  t h e  c a r b o n  t o  k e e p  

u p  t h e i r  v i t a l  ( =  b o r r o w e d  s o la r  e n e r g y ) ,  s o  l i k e w i s e  o n l y  a n i m a l s  

c a n  s u p p l y  t o  p l a n t s  t h e  n i t r o g e n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  b e a r  

f lo w e r s ,  f r u i t s ,  s e e d s ,  e t c . ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p r o t o p la s m ic  c o n t e n t s  o f  e a c h  

in d i v i d u a l  c e l l  m a y  b e  a b le  t o  s u s t a i n  l i f e  b y  a b s o r b in g  i t  f r o m  t h e  

a i r  p e n e t r a t i n g  i t .

P l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  s e e m s ,  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  h a v i n g  

c o m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  s y n c h r o n o u s l y ,  a n d  t h i s  h o l d s  g o o d  e v e n  i f  w e  

r e g a r d  t h e  l o w e s t  a n d  lo w e r  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  a s  o n l y  d i f f e r i n g  

i n  f o r m ,  t h e  o n e  f ix e d ,  t h e  o t h e r  m o b i le ,  b n t  s i m i l a r  i n  f n n c t io D ,  

t h a t  i s ,  b o t h  a b l e  t o  p r o c u r e  c a r b o n  a s  w e l l  a s  n i t r o g e n  i n  c o n 

j u n c t i o n  w i t h  w a t e r  a n d  t h e  m in e r a l  s a l t s  d i s s o l v e d  t h e r e i n .  T b e  

p la n t - f o r m ,  m o s t  p r o b a b ly ,  n a y  c e r t a i n l y ,  m a y  a n d  d id  p r e c e d e  t h e  a n i 

m a l f o r m ,  b u t  f o r m  i s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  f u n c t i o n .  A  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  b a r  

b e i n g  m a d e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m in e r a l  k i n g d o m ,  
H a maxi. t h e  o t h e r g  m a y  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t w o  d i v e r g e n t

P lan t. A nim al. o n e s ,  s u r m o u n t e d  b y  a  h o r i z o n t a l  o n e  d o r n i-

Mineral. |  W orld. n a t i n g  b o t h ,  b u t  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  b o t h  e q u a l l y

f o r  i t s  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e .

N o w  l e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  w h a t  “  f o o d ”  i s  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  s p e c i e s ,

e t c .

A l t h o u g h  a l l  f o o d  p a r t a k e s  o f  t h e  s a m e  o r  s i m i l a r  c o m p o s i t i o n  

u l t i m a t e l y ,  n o t  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  f o o d  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g ,  b u t  o n ly  f o r  s o m e  

t h i n g s ,  w h i c h  w e  m u s t  k e e p  f i r m l y  in  m in d  w h i l e  t h r e a d i n g  t h i s  

l a b y r i n t h  ; f o r  w e r e  i t  o t h e r w i s e  t h e r e  c o u ld  b e  n o  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  

w a s t e  a n d  w a n t  w o u ld  s o o n  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  a l l  o r  a n y  

h i g h e r  l i f e  t h a t  m i g h t  a r i s e .  A s  i t  i s ,  e v e r y  h i g h e r  k in d  o f  p l a n t ,  e v e r y  

h i g h e r  a n im a l ,  n a y  e v e r y  s i n g l e  m a n  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a  m o r e  o r  l e s s  

l i m i t e d  r a n g e  o f  f o o d - r n a t t e r .  T h e  h i g h e r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  m o r e  

s p e c i a l i z e d ,  t h e  m o r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  i s  t h e  n a t n r e  o f  t h e  f o o d ,  a n d  t h e  

n a r r o w e r  t b e  l i m i t s  o f  fo o d  s u p p l y  ; c o n v e r s e l y  t h e  l o w e r  i n  e v o l u t i o n ,  

t h e  m o r e  g e n e r a l i z e d  i s  t h e  f o o d ,  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  e x c l u d e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

s o m e  k i n d s  o f  e i t h e r  k in g d o m  m a y  b e  a l m o s t  o m n iv o r o u s  n o t w i t h s t a n d 

i n g  t h e i r  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  h i g h  s t a t i o n .

I f  w e  e x a m i n e  m o r e  c l o s e l y  i n t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  w e  s h a l l  f in d  t h a t  

t b e  a d a p t a t i o n s  t o  c e r t a i n  f o o d  in  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f e e d e r s  o v e r l a p  e a c h  

o t h e r ,  t h a t  i s ,  s o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  fo o d  o f  t h e  o n e  i s  a l s o  t h e  f o o d  o f  

a n o t h e r  s e t ,  o t h e r w i s e  in  t i m e  o f  s c a r c i t y  e x i s t e n c e  w o u ld  b e  j e o p a r d iz e d .  

W e  s h a l l  a l s o  f in d ,  t h a t  e a c h  h a s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  u n d e r  c o m p u l s i o n  o r  

b y  c a p r ic e  t o  a d a p t  i t s e l f  t o  s o m e  o t h e r  k i n d  o f  f o o d .  I f  t h e  f o o d  b e  

c h a n g e d  p e r m a n e n t ly ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p l a n t  o r  a n i m a l  i s  u s u a l l y  

a l s o  m o d i f ie d ,  s o m e t i m e s  g r e a t l y  s o  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e .

N o w  p l a n t s  u s u a l l y  t h r i v e  o n  “  d e a d ”  f o o d ,  t h a t  i s ,  m a t t e r  n o  

l o n g e r  e x h i b i t i n g  l i f e ,  e x c e p t  p a r a s i t e s ,  o r  t h e  l o w  m i n u t e  f u n g i



i n f e s t i n g  a n i m a l s  a n d  m a n .  A n i m a l s  u s u a l l y  e i t h e r  t h r i v e  o n  

“  l i v e "  fo o d ,  t h a t  i s ,  t a k e n  i m m e d i a t e l y  f r o m  l i v i n g  p l a n t s  a n d  

a n i m a l s ,  o r  e l s e  f e e d  o n  v e g e t a b l e  o r  a n i m a l  s u b s t a n c e s  m o r e  o r  l e s s  

f r e s h  a n d  u n d e c a y e d ,  s u c h  a s  f a l l e n  f r u i t s ,  f lo w e r s ,  l e a v e s ,  d e a d  w o o d ,  

d e a d  a n i m a l s ,  e x c r e m e n t s ,  e t c . ,  a l r e a d y  s e v e r e d  f r o m  l i f e .  T h e  l a t t e r  

a i d  a n d  s u p p o r t  l i f e  b y  c l e a r i n g  a w a y  m a t t e r  t h a t  o t h e r w i s e  w o u ld  

i n j u r e  t h e  l i v i n g ,  a n d  a g a i n  c o n v e r t  i t  i n t o  l i v i n g  c e l l s .  T h e  f o r m e r  

s u b s i s t  b y  d e s t r o y i n g  l i f e ,  w h e t h e r  p l a n t ,  o r  a n im a l ,  s e e d s  o r  e g g s ,  

m e r e l y  t r a n s f o r m i n g  m a n y  f o r m s  i n t o  a n o t h e r  s i n g l e  f o r m .  A n d  

i t  i s  v e r y  w i s e  i t  s h o u ld  b e  s o ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  m a y  j a r  u p o n  o u r  u n d i s o r i m i -  

n a t i n g  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y .  N a t u r e  p r o d u c e s  f a r  m o r e  l i f e - g e r m s ,  t h a n  i t  

w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  f in d  r o o m  o r  s u s t e n a n c e  fo r ,  t h a t  s h e  m a y  s e l e c t  

f r o m  t h e  m a s s  t h o s e  f i t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  f u t u r e  e v o l u t i o n .  T h e  c o m 

p e t i t i o n  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e m s e l v e s ,  e a n h  b e i n g  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  a l l  o r d in a r y  d a n g e r s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  t h e  m e a n s  t o  e s c a p e  d a n g e r  a n d  d e a t h ; a n d  t h e i r  

s n o c e s s  p r o v e s  t h e i r  f i t n e s s  t o  f i l l  t h e i r  p l a c e  w i t h  c r e d i t  a n d  t o  d i s 

c h a r g e  t h e i r  d u t i e s  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  w h o l e  ; t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t h e  r e v e r s e .  

I f  p r o p a g a t io n  w e r e  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  t h e  r i s k  o f  

e x t i n c t i o n  u n d e r  u n f o r e s e e n  c o n d i t i o n s  w o u ld  e v e r  t h r e a t e n  t h e  l o s s  

o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  p a s t  w o r k ,  a n d  n a t u r e  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t h a t .  T h u s  

m a n  a lo n e  i s  t h e  s o l e  d i s t u r b e r  o f  n a t  a  r e ’s ,  ( t h a t  i s ,  t h e  w o r ld ’s )  

b a l a n c e  a n d  t h e  d i v i n e  h a r m o n y .

W e  a r e  o n l y  t o o  r e a d y  t o  r e f e r  t h e  w h o l e  p n r p o s e  o f  n a t u r e ' s  a g e n t s  

a n d  o f  m a n ' s  e x i s t e n c e  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  n o t  

e v e u  m a n ' s  h i g h e r  p o w e r s  e x c e p t e d  ; w h i l e  i n  r e a l i t y  t h e  a im  i s  t h e  

s i m u l t a n e o u s  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  w h o l e — p l a n t  a n d  a n im a l  l i f e  f o r  m a n ’s  

b e n e f i t ;  m a n 's  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  e t c . , f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  e v e r y  i n d iv id u a l  l o w e r  

e n t i t y ; t h e  r e v e r s e  i s  s i m p l y  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  h o w e v e r  d i s g u i s e d  o r  g lo r i f i e d  : 

t h e  m o t i v e  d o e s  n o t  s a n c t i f y  t h e  m e a n s  in  a l l  c a s e s ,  a n d  o n l y  m a n  wastes.
B u t  I  f in d  m y  s p a c e  t o o  l i m i t e d  t o  c o n c l u d e  m y  s u b j e c t  a n d  m u s t  

d e f e r  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r  t im e .  E n o u g h  h a s  

b e e n  s a id ,  I  t h i n k  t o  s h o w  w h a t  g r e a t  i n f lu e n c e  f o o d  h a s  u p o n  a l l ,  a n d  

t o  g i v e  a n  i m p u l s e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  m e d i t a t i o n .

T . G . O . T e p p b k .

(To be continued. )



A
M O N G  t h e  n u m e r o u s  r e a d e r s  of the Theosophist t h e r e  m u s t  b e  s o m e  

w h o s e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  t e n d s  t o  s u p p o r t  t b e  b e l i e f  t b a t  t h e  

l o w e r  a n i m a l s ,  o u r  p o o r  r e l a t io n  a s  t h e y  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

d o g s ,  s h o w ,  o n  s o m e  o c c a s io n s ,  b y  t h e i r  b e h a v io u r ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s e n s i 

b le  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  b e i n g s  o r  a p p a r i t i o n s  n o t  u s u a l l y  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  

h u m a n  e y e .  T h e  p r e s e n t  w r i t e r  h a s  h i m s e l f ,  o n  s o m e  o c c a s io n s ,  n o t i c e d  

t h e  e x t r e m e  u n e a s i n e s s  a n d  t e r r o r  e x h i b i t e d  b y  d o g s  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  o r  a t  

n i g h t f a l l ,  in  p l a c e s  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  h a u n t e d  o r  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  s o m e  g r a v e  

t r a g e d y ,  a n d  a  la d y  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ’s  c q u a in t a n c e ,  n o w  s o m e  y e a r s  d e c e a s 

e d ,  u s e d  t o  r e l a t e  t h a t  w h i l e  o u t  fo r  r id e s  in  t h e  s u b u r b s  o f  o n e  o f  o a r  

I n d ia n  c i t i e s ,  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  o b s e r v in g  t h a t  h e r  h o r s e  w o u l d  s h o w  

t h e  m o s t  a b j e c t  t e r r o r ,  t r e m b l i n g  a l l  o v e r  a n d  r e f u s i n g  to  a d v a n c e ,  w h e n  

h e  a p p r o a c h e d  a n  u n f r e q u e n t e d  a n d  r e m o t e  t u r n  o f  t h e  r o a d  w h e r e  s h e  

a f t e r w a r d s  l e a r n t  t h a t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o f  s i n i s t e r  r e p u t a t io n  h a d  s o m e  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  c o m m i t t e d  s u ic id e .

I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a  t r a g e d y  w h i c h  r e c e n t l y  s t a r t l e d  t h e  p l a y -  

g o i n g  p u b l i c  o f  L o n d o n ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a p p e a r e d  in  a  l e a d i n g  j o u r n a l :

A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  w e l l  k n o w n  to  t h e  Daily Mail w r i t e s  a s  f o l l o w s  : 
“ M r. T o m  T e r r is s  r e la te s  a  c u r io u s  a n d  in e x p l ic a b le  in c id e n t .  O n  th e  n i g h t  o f  

t h e  m u r d e r ,  M rs . T e r r is  w a s  s i t t i n g  in  t h e  d r a w in g - r o o m  o f  t h e  c o t t a g e  a t  

B e d fo r d  P a r k ,  t h e  la t e  a c t o r ’s  h o m e , w ith  a  p e t  d o g ,  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  fo x  
te r r ie r  c a l le d  D a v ie — a f t e r  M r. T e r r i s s ’s  f a v o u r i t e  p a r t  o f  L ie u t e n a n t  

D a v id  K i n g s l y  in  ‘ H a r b o u r  L i g h t s ’— c o m f o r t a b ly  a s le e p  o n  h e r  la p .  
M e s s r s .  W il l ia m  a n d  T o m  T e r r is s ,  t h e  sons, w e r e  a ls o  in  t h e  r o o m .  
T h e  c lo c k  m a r k e d  2 0  m in u t e s  p a s t  7 , w h e n  s u d d e n ly ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  
w a r n in g ,  t h e  d o g  le a p e d  fr o m  M rs . T e r r i s s ’s  la p  a n d  d a s h e d  f r a n t ic a l ly  
a b o u t  th e  r o o m , y e lp in g ,  s n a p p in g  a n d  s h o w in g  a l l  t h e  s ig n s  o f  a  p a r o x y s m  

o f  m in g le d  r a g e  a n d  fe a r . T h e  b e h a v io u r  o f  D a v ie  w a s  s o  e x t r a o r d in a r y  

t h a t  i t  s e r io u s ly  u p s e t  M r s . T e r r is s  fo r  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  t v e i l in g .  
I t  w a s  e x a c t ly  a t  20 m in u t e s  p a s t  7  th a t  M r. T e r r is s  w a s  m u r d e r e d .  M y  

b r o th e r  W i l l  a n d  I  w e r e  p la y i n g  c h e s s ,” s a id  M r. T o m  T e r r i s s ,  w h e n  q u e s .  
t io n e d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  “  a n d  th e  d o g  w a s  a p p a r e n t ly  q u ie t ly  d o z in g  o n  m y  

m o t h e r ’s  la p , a n d  i t  s t a r t le d  u s  a l l  c o n s id e r a b ly  a s  i t  b o u n d e d  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  
r o o m  w it h  f r a n t ic  s n a p s  a n d  s n a r ls .  M y  m o t h e r  w a s  v e r y  m u c h  a la r m e d  
a n d  c r i e d  o u t ,  ' W h a t  d o e s  h e  s e e  P w h a t  d o e s  h e  s e e P ’— c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  

d o g ’s  a n g e r  w a s  d ir e c t e d  a t  s o m e t h in g  u n s e e n  b y  u s .  M y  b r o t h e r  a n d  I  

s o o th e d  h e r  a s  w e l l  a s  w e  c o u ld ,  t h o u g h  o u r s e lv e s  c o n s id e r a b ly  p u z z le d  a t  
t h e  b e h a v io u r  o f  a n  o r d in a r i ly  q u ie t  a n d  w e l l  c o n d u c t e d  p e t .”

S o m e  c u r io u s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  s n b j e c t  w a s  f u r n i s h e d  in  a  l e t t e r  

t o  t h e  Spiritualist ( J u n e  2 6 t h  1 8 7 8 ) ,  b y  M r . G e o . H .  F e l t  o f  N e w  Y o r k .

H e  s a y s : “ W h il e  w o r k in g  a t  d r a w in g s  o f  s e v e r a l  E g y p t ia n  Z o d ia c s  

in  t h e  e n d e a v o u r  t o  a r r iv e  a t  t h e ir  m a t h e m a t ic a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s ,  I h a d  
n o t ic e d  t h a t  v e r y  c u r io u s  a n d  u n a c c o u n ta b le  e ffe c  ts  w e r e  s o m e t im e s  pro*



d n c e d .  M y  f a m i ly  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a t  c e r t a in  t im e s  a  p e t  t e r r i e r  a n d  a  

M a lt e s e  c a t ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  u p  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  w e r e  in  t h e  h a b it  

o f  f r e q u e n t in g  m y  s t u d y  a n d  s le e p i n g  o n  th e '  f o o t  o f  m y  b e d , w e r e  a c t 
i n g  s t r a n g e ly ,  a n d  a t  la s t  c a l le d  m y  a t t e n t io n  to  i t .  I  th e n  n o t ic e d  t h a t  
w h e n  I  c o m m e n c e d  c e r t a in  in v e s t ig a t i o n s  th e  c a t  w o u ld  f ir s t  a p p e a r  t o  

b e  u n e a s y , a n d  t h e  d o g  w o u ld ,  f o r a  s h o r t  t im e ,  t r y  to  q u ie t  h im , b u t  s h o r t ly  

a f t e r ,  t h e  d o g  w o u ld  a ls o  s e e m  t o  b e  in  d r e a d  o f  s o m e t h in g  h a p p e n in g .  I t  

w a s  a s  th o u g h  t h e  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  th e  c a t  w e re  m o r e  a c u t e ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u ld  
b o t h  th e n  in s i s t  o n  b e in g  l e t  o u t  o f  th e  r o o m , t r y i n g  to  g e t  o u t  t h e m s e lv e s ,  b y  
r u n n i n g  a g a in s t  t h e  F r e a c h  g la s s  w in d o w s .  B e i n g  r e le a s e d , t h e y  w o u ld  s to p  

o u t s i d e  a n d  m e w  a n d  b a r k , a s  th o n g h  c a l l in g  to  m e  t o  c o m e  o u t .  T h is  

b e h a v io u r  w a s  r e p e a te d  u n t i l  I  w a s  fo r c e d  t o  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  a t  la s t  t h a t  th e y  
w e r e  s u s c e p t ib le  to  in f lu e n c e s  n o t  p e r c e p t ib le  to  m e .

“ I  s u p p o s e d  a t  f ir s t  t h a t  t h e  h id e o u s  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o n  t h e  Z o d ia c s ,  <fec., 
w e r e  v a in  im a g i n a t io n s  o f  a  d is t e m p e r e d  b r a in  ; b u t  a f t e r w a r d s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  c o n v e n t io n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  n a t u r a l  o b j e c t s .

“  A f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t h e s e  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  a n im a ls ,  I  r e f le c te d  t h a t  a s  t h e  

s p e c t r u m  g iv e s  r a y s ,  w h ic h ,  t h o u g h  to  o u r  u n a id e d  s i g h t  in v i s ib le ,  h a d  b e e n  
d e c l a r e d  b y  e m in e n t  s c i e n t i s t s  to  b e  c a p a b le  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  a n o t h e r  c r e a t io n  

t h a n  t h e  o n e  to  u s  o b j e c t iv e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  c r e a t io n  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  b e  a ls o  

i n v i s i b l e  ( Z o l ln e r ’s  t h e o r y ) ,  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  w a s  o n e  o f  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t io n s .  
Aa these invisible rays couli be made apparent by chemical means, and 
a #  invisible chemical images could be reproduced, I  commenced a series 
of experiments to see if the invisible creation, or the influences exerted 
by it, would be thereby affected. I  th e n  b e g a n  to  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  a p 
p r e c i a t e  m a n y  t h in g s  in  m y  E g y p t ia n  r e s e a r c h e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
in c o m p r e h e n s ib le  b e fo r e . I  h a v e ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  b e c o m e  s a t i s f i e d  th a t  
t h e s e  Z o d ia c a l  a n d  o th e r  d r a w in g s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  t y p e s  in  t h i s  
i n v i s i b l e  c r e a t io n ,  d e l in e a t e d  in  a  m o r e  o r  le s s  p r e c is e  m a n n e r , a n d  in te r *  

s p e r s e d  w ith  im a g e s  o f  n a t u r a l  o b j e c t s  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c o n v e n t io n a l ly  d r a w n . I  

d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e s e  a p p e a r a n c e s  w e r e  in t e l l ig e n c e s ,  a n d  thar. w h i le  s o m e  

s e e m e d  to  b e  m a le v o le n t ,  a n d  d r e a d e d  b y  th e  a n im a ls ,  o t h e r s  w e r e  n o t  o b n o x 

i o u s  t o  th e m , b u t  o n  t h e  c o n tr a r y ,  t h e y  s e e m e d  t o  l ik e  th e m  a n d  t o  b e  s a t is f ie d  
w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  a b o u t .

“  I  w a s  le d  t o  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e y  fo r m e d  a  s e r ie s  o f  c r e a tu r e s  in  a  s y s t e m  

o f  e v o lu t io n  r u n n in g  fr o m  in a n im a t e  n a t u r e  t h r o u g h  th e  a n im a l  k in g d o m  t o  

r o a n , i t s  h ig h e s t  d e v e lo p m e n t : th a t  th e y  w e r e  i n t e l l i g e n c e s  c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  
c o n t r o l le d  m o r e  o r  le s s  p e r f e c t ly ,  a s  m a n  w a s  m o r e  o r  l e s s  t h o r o u g h ly  

a c q u a in t e d  w ith  th e m , a n d  a s  h e  w a s  a b le  t o  im p r e s s  th e m , a n d  b e in g  h ig h e r  

o r  lo w e r  in  th e  s c a le  o f  c r e a t io n ,  o r  a s  h e  w a s  m o r e  o r  le s s  in  h a r m o n y  w it h  

n a t n r e  o r  n a t u r e ’s  w o r k s . R e c e n t  r e s e a r c h e s ,  s h o w in g  t h a t  p la n t s  p o s s e s s  
s e n s e s  in  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  p e r fe c t io n ,  h a v e  c o n v in c e d  m e  t h a t  t h i s  s y s t e m  c a n  
b e  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  e x t e n d e d .”

F r o m  t h e  l i n e s  w h ic h  I h a v e  i t a l i c i s e d  a b o v e  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  

M r .  F e l t  w a s  p r o c e e d i n g  o n  t h a t  p a t h  o f  c h e m i c a l  r e s e a r c h  w h i c h  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  l e d  o t h e r  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  R o n t g e n  r a y s .  

T h a t  t h e  t e r r o r  in d n c e d  b y  s u c h  in f lu e n c e s  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  p r o d u c i n g  

f a t a l  r e s u l t s  o n  a n i m a l s  o n e  m a y  w e l l  b e l i e v e .  S u c h  a  r e s u l t ,  a s  m a n y  

r e a d e r s  w i l l  r e m e m b e r ,  o c c u r r e d  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  t e r r i e r  w h i c h  

w a s  t h e  s o l e  c o m p a n io n  o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l i s t  w h o s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  s o



v i v i d l y  d e s c r ib e d  i n  t h e  t a l e  c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  E .  B u l w e r  L y t t o n ,  t o  Black
wood, e n t i t l e d ,  “  T h e  H a u n t e r s  a n d  t h e  H a u n t e d ” — a  t a l e  w h ic h  w e  

b e l i e v e  w a s  f o u n d e d  o n  f a c t ,  t h e  h o u s e  t h e r e i n  m e n t i o n e d  h a v i n g  b e e n  

d e m o l i s h e d  n o t  m a n y  y e a r s  a iro . L e y d e n  in  h i s  f in e  B o r d e r  b a l l a d — “ T h e  

C o u r t  o f  K e e l d a r , ”  d e s c r ib e s  h o w ,  w h e n  t h e  “  B r o w n i e ”  a p p e a r e d  b e fo r e  

t h e  y o n n g  h u n t s m a n ,  t h e  h e r o  o f  t h e  p o e m ,

“  T h e  h o u n d s  t h e y  h o w le d  a n d  b a c k w a r d  f le d  

A s  s t r u c k  b y  f a e r y  c h a r m .”

T h i s  B r o w n ie ,  b r o w n  d w a r f ,  o r  “  D u e r g a r ,”  a s  t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n s  

c a l l e d  h im ,  w a s  a  p e c u l i a r l y  m a l e v o l e n t  e l e m e n t a l  w h o  f i g u r e s  p r o m i 

n e n t l y  i n  m a n y  a  N o r t h e r n  b a l l a d  a n d  l e g e n d .

I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e  b e l i e f  a  w i d e l y  p r e v a l e n t  o n e  a m o n g  t h e  n a t i v e s  

o f  I n d i a ,  t h a t  d o g s  s e e  s p i r i t s  a n d  a p p a r i t i o n s ,  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  n n n s u a l  

t o  h e a r  t h e m  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  i d l e  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  n e e d l e s s  b a r k i n g  o f  a  

d o g ,  b y  t h e  r e m a r k ,  “ H e  s e e s  a p p a r i t i o n s . ”

I n  o o n c ln s io n ,  I  m a y  o b s e r v e  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  t h i s  p e c u l i a r  t r a i t  in  

t h a t  m o s t  f a i t h f u l  o f  h u m b l e  f r i e n d s ,  t h e  d o g ,  m a y  n o t  b e  w i t h o u t  i t s  

u s e  t o  m a n ,  a s  t h e  s y m p t o m s  o f  s e e m i n g l y  u n a c c o u n t a b le  t e r r o r  a n d  

u n r e s t  in  o u r  c a n i n e  c o m p a n i o n s  m a y  b e  a  t i m e l y  w a r n i n g  t o  a v o i d  u n 

c a n n y  a n d  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  l o c a l i t i e s .

P .  J .  G .

BEGINNINGS OF MANIFESTATION OR EVOLUTION.

N o .  I .

I
N  e a r l y  d a y s  m a n  w a s  e a s i l y  s a t i s f i e d  a s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h i n g s .  I t  

w a s  q u i t e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  t e l l  h i m  t h a t  G O D  m a d e  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  a l l  

t h a t  t h e r e i n  i s .  H i s  m in d  h a d  n o t  e x p a n d e d ,  in d e e d  h i s  m in d  w a s  i t 

s e l f  in  p r o c e s s  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  u n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y ,  w i t h  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  

i n  t h e  W e s t ,  m a n  a c c e p t e d  w h a t  h e  w a s  t o l d  n n q u e s t i o n i n g l y  a n d  w i t h  

c h i l d - l i k e  s i m p l i c i t y .  N o w  h o w e v e r  t h i n g s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  s o m e w h a t ,  

m a n 's  i d e a s  a r e  n o t  s o  c r u d e  a n d  u n f o r m e d ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  

W h i t e  L o d g e  a n d  t o  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  e d u c a t io n .  . T o - d a y  t h e  t a u g h t  

i s  o n  a  p a r  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h e r ,  t h a t  i s ,  f r o m  a  r e l i g i o u s  s t a n d p o i n t ; a n d  

w e  c a n n o t  i g n o r e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  R e l i g i o n  a lo n e  t h a t  p la c e s  b e f o r e  

u s  a l l  s p e c u l a t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  a  C r e a t io n  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g .

T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t  in  t h e  m in d  o f  a n y  t h i n k i n g  m a n  w h o  h a s  

s t u d i e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e v o l u t i o n  a n d  n o t i c e d  t h e  a d v a n c e  m a d e  f r o m  

s t e p  t o  s t e p  in  a n  a p p a r e n t l y  e n d l e s s  u p w a r d  s e q u e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  

h a v e  b e e n  a  b e g i n n i n g  a t  s o m e  r e m o t e  t i m e  i n  t h e  i n s c r u t a b l e  p a s t .  

W h a t  t h a t  b e g i n n i n g  w a s  i s  b e y o n d  o u r  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e  w e  

c a n n o t  d e s c r i b e  i t ; b u t  k n o w i n g  t h a t  e v o l u t i o n  i s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  u p w a r d  

g r o w t h ,  e v e r y  s e q u e n c e  p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  a n  a n t e c e d e n t  c a u s e ,  w e  c a n  

p o s t u l a t e  a  C a u s e l e s s  C a u s e ,  a  F i r s t  C a u s e ,  o r  A b s o l u t e  f r o m  w h i c h  

e m a n a t e d  a l l  t h a t  i s .



L e t  i t  b e  g r a n t e d  t h e n  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a n  A b s o l u t e ,  c o n t a i n i n g  

w i t h i n  i t s e l f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  e x i s t e d ,  o r  m a y  

e x i s t .  F r o m  t h e  A b s o l n t e  t h e r e  p r o c e e d  t w o  l i n e s  o f  t e n d e n c y ,  S p i r i t ,  

t h e  s u p e r i o r ; a n d  M a t t e r ,  t h e  in f e r io r .  F r o m  t h e  u n io n  o f  t h e s e  t w o  w e  

d e r i v e  M in d ,  t h e  l e s s e r  c e n t r e ,  w h o s e  t w o  p o le s  a r e  R e a s o n  a n d  P a s s i o n .  

T h e  t w o  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  R e a s o n ,  a r e  D e v o t i o n  t h e  h i g h e r ,  a n d  S e l f i s h 

n e s s  t h e  l o w e r ; w h i l e  o f  P a s s i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  L o v e  a n d  

H a t r e d .

T h e  S p i r i t u a l  l i n e  o f  t e n d e n c y  e x p r e s s e s  i t s e l f  o n  t h e  M e n t a l  P l a n e ,  

w h i l s t  t h e  M a t e r i a l  l i n e  e x p r e s s e s  i t s e l f  o n  t h e  B o d i l y  P l a n e  ; a n d  t h e  

m e n t a l  e x p r e s s io n  o f  S p i r i t  i s  t w o - f o l d , — I n t u i t i o n a l  a n d  I n t e l l e c t u a l ,  

w h i l e  s i m i l a r l y  t h e  b o d i l y  e x p r e s s io n  o f  m a t t e r  i s  l i k e w i s e  t w o f o l d , —  

t h e  F l u i d i c  a n d  t h e  C o n c r e t e .

Therefore, T h e  h i g h e r  a s p e c t  o f  M in d  w h ic h  e x p r e s s e s  i t s e l f  in  

L o v e  a n d  D e v o t i o n ,  p r o c e e d s  b y  I n t u i t i o n ; w h i l e  t h e  lo w e r  a s p e c t  o f  

M i n d ,  w h ic h  e x p r e s s e s  i t s e l f  i n  H a t r e d  a n d  S e l f i s h n e s s ,  p r o c e e d s  b y  t h e  

I n t e l l e c t .  A g a i n ,  t h e  h i g h e r  m a t e r ia l  a s p e c t  o f  M in d ,  c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  

t h e  f lu id ic  a s p e c t  o f  M a t t e r ,  i s  S e l f i s h  L o v e ; w h i l e  i t s  l o w e r  a s p e c t  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  C o n c r e t e  a s p e c t  o f  M a t t e r ,  i s  D e v o t e d  H a t r e d .  

T h e  h i g h e r  S p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t  o f  M in d ,  c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h e  I n t u i t i v e  

a s p e c t  o f  S p i r i t ,  i s  U n s e l f i s h  L o v e  a u d  D e v o t i o n ; w h i l e  i t s  l o w e r  a s p e c t  

c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  a s p e c t  o f  S p i r i t  i s  S e l f i s h  H a t r e d  a n d  

E x c l u s i v e n e s s .

B u t ,  t h e  l o w e r  a s p e c t  o f  R e a s o n ,  m a y  t h r o u g h  D e v o t i o n  r e a c h  

u p w a r d  t o  I n t u i t i o n ; w h i l e  t h e  h i g h e r  a s p e c t  o f  P a s s i o n  m a y  t h r o u g h  

P u r e  L o v e  a l s o  r e a c h  t h e  s a m e .  B u t  t h e  h i g h e r  a s p e c t  o f  R e a s o n ,  i f  

u s e d  s e l f i s h l y ,  c a n n o t  g e t  b e y o n d  t h e  I n t e l l e c t ; w h i l e  t h e  l o w e r  a s p e c t  o f  

p a s s i o n ,  b y  t h e  H a t r e d  i t  e n g e n d e r s ,  i s  b o a n d  b y  t b e  s a m e  l i m i t a t i o n .  

S i m i l a r l y  w o  m a y  e x p a n d  m in d .

T h e  t w o  s i d e s  o f  M in d  a r e ,  a s  b e f o r e  s t a t e d ,  R e a s o n  a n d  P a s s i o n ; o f  

t h e s e  R e a s o n ,  w h e n  r e a c h i n g  i t s  h i g h e s t  a s p e c t ,  b e c o m e s  W is d o m  ; b u t  

w h e n  d e s c e n d i n g  d o w n w a r d s  t o  i t s  l o w e s t  p h a s e  i t  b e c o m e s  F o l l y .  O f  

P a s s i o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  a s p e c t  i s  L o v e ,  w h i l e  t h e  l o w e s t  i s  L u s t ; t h e  f i r s t  

b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  e t h e r e a l  p la n e ,  t h e  s e c o n d  t o  t h e  m a t e r ia l .

T h e  t w o  s u b - p la n e s  o f  M in d  a r e  c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  

t h e  I n s t i n c t u a l .  O f  t h e s e  t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  m a y  r i s e  u p  t o  t h e  I n t u i t i o n a l ,  

o r  g o  d o w n w a r d  t o  C u n n i n g ;  w h i l e  t h e  I n s t i n c t u a l  m a y  e x p r e s s  i t s e l f  in  

A l t r n i s m ,  i t s  h i g h e r  p h a s e ,  o r  S e l f i s h n e s s ,  i t s  l o w e r  a s p e c t .

T h e n ,  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  L o v e ,  w h e n  A l t r u i s t i c  a n d  I n t u i t i v e ,  w i l l  r i s e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  I n s t i n c t u a l  a n d  I n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a n d  t h e n c e  r e a c h  W i s d o m  ; b u t  

i t s  o p p o s i t e  p o le ,  L u s t ,  d e b a s in g  t h e  I n s t i n c t u a l  a n d  I n t e l l e c t u a l  t h r o u g h  

S e l f i s h n e s s  a n d  C u n n in g ,  b e c o m e s  F o l l y  a n d  e x t i n g u i s h e s  R e a s o n .

S p i r i t  a c t i n g  t h r o u g h  M in d  i m p l i e s  Knowledge, h e n c e  w e  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  

i n  p o s t u l a t i n g  t h a t  t r u e  K n o w l e d g e  i s  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  S p i r i t  a c t i n g  

t h r o u g h  M in d ,  a n d  t h i s  in  i t s  h i g h e s t  a s p e c t  i s  W is d o m ,  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  

w h i c h ,  w h e n  t h e  M in d  i s  d e v o id  o f  S p i r i t u a l  p e r c e p t io n ,  i s  F o l l y .

7



B a t  a s  a l r e a d y  p o in t e d  o a t ,  t l ie  M in d  i t s e l f  i s  t w o - f o ld .  O n  i t s  h ig h e r  

s id e ,  R e a s o n  ; o n  i t s  l o w e r  s id e ,  P a s s io n .  T h e  m e a n s  w h e r e b y  t h e  M in d  

a c q u ir e s  K n o w l e d g e  a r e  a l s o  d u a l ; b e in g  t h r o u g h  P e r c e p t io n  a n d  I n fo r m -  

a t io n .  T h e  lo w e r  m e a n s  o f  P e r c e p t io n  a r e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a n d  t h e  h ig h e r  

m e a n s  a r e  i n t u i t i o n a l ; w h i l e  t h e  lo w e r  m e a n s  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  a r e  S p e c u 

la t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  h i g h e r ,  D e d u c t io n  f r o m  o b s e r v e d  f a c t s .

T h e n ,  t h e  I n t e l l e c t ,  g u i d e d  b y  R e a s o n ,  w i l l  b y  D e d u c t io n  f r o m  i t s  

m e a n s  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  r e a c h  w is e  K n o w le d g e  a n d  I n t u i t i v e  P e r c e p t io n  

t h e r e o f  ; b a t  i f  t b e  M in d  i s  c lo u d e d  b y  P a s s io n  (o r  P r e j u d ic e ) ,  i t s  I n t e l 

l e c t u a l  P e r c e p t io n ,  a n d  S p e c u l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  l e a d  o n l y  to  

F o o l i s h  c o n c lu s io n s .

A g a in ,  I n t u i t i v e  P e r c e p t io n  l e a d s  to  P e r f e c t  D e d u c t io n  f r o m  o b s e r v a 

t io n ,  a n d  t h u s  i h e  M in d  u s e s  i t s  R e a s o n  u n d e r  S p i r i t u a l  e n l i g h t e n m e n t ,  

a n d  r e a c h e s  W i s d o m - K n o w l e d g e  a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  a s p e c t .  B n t  w h e n  th e  

m in d  i s  u n g u id e d ,  s p e c u l a t e s  w i t h  t h e  I n t e l l e c t  o n l y ,  a n d  t h u s  b l u n t s  i t s  

m e a n s  o f  P e r c e p t io n ,  (n n d  f a l s i f i e s  i t s  I n f o r m a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g ly ) ,  i t  

c e a s e s  t o  b e  W is d o m  a n d  b e c o m e s  F o l ly .

“  H e  t h a t  h a t h  e a r s  t o  h e a r  l e t  h i m  h e a r " .

H . D . O r k w il l .

STRAY THOUGHTS.
T h e  C e n t r e  a n d  t u e  R a d i u s .

I
N D I V I D U A L  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  b o t h  l i m i t e d  a n d  im p e r f e c t  b y  t h o  v e r y  

f a c t  o f  i t s  b e in g  in d i v i d u a l i z e d ,  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  U n i v e r s a l  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  w h i c h  i s  l i m i t l e s s  a n d  p e r f e c t .  B e i n g  l i m i t e d ,  i t  i s  

c ir c u m s c r ib e d .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  

w h ic h  d e f in e s  t h e  a r e a  w i t h i n  w h ic h  i t  c a n  f u n c t i o n  d u r in g  o n e  e a r t h  

l i f e .  I t  i s  f r e e  t o  a c t  a s  i t  o h o o s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  a f o r e s a id  c i r c u m f e r e n c e ,  

b u t  i t  i s  e u t i r e l y  p o w e r le s s  t o  g o  b e y o n d  t h e  c i r c u m s c r ib e d  l i m i t .  T a k i n g  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  u n i t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a s  t b e  c e n t r e ,  a n d  t h e  l i m i t  a s  

i t s  c ir c u m f e r e n c e ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c e n t r e  a n d  t h e  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  

i n d ic a t e s  t h e  l i m i t  o f  f r e e d o m  w h ic h  t h e  c e n t r e  o r  u n i t  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  

i n  i t s  p r e v io u s  e a r t h - l i v e s  t o  e a r n  f o r  i t s  u s e  a n d  b e n e f i t  in  t h i s  e a r t h -  

l i f e .  T h e  d i s t a n c e  f u r t h e r  in d ic a t e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p la c e d  a t  t h e  

d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  E g o  in  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  e a r t h - l i f e .  I f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

t h u s  e a r n e d  b e  w e l l  u t i l i z e d  a n d  t u r n e d  t o  g o o d  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  r e s u l t  

w i l l  b e  t h e  l e n g t h e n i n g  in  t h e  n e x t  in c a r n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a d iu s  o r  d i s t a n c e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  c e n t r e  a n d  i t s  c ir c u m f e r e n c e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i 

t i e s  b e  i l l  u t i l i z e d ,  t h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  b e  t h e  s h o r t e n i n g  o f  t h e  r a d iu s .  

K a r m a  w h ic h  i s  t h e  L a w  o f  I s h w a r a  a n d  w h i c h  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a s  o ld  a s  

I s h w a r a ,  d e t e r m in e s  t h e  l i m i t  o f  f r e e d o m  t o  b e  a l l o t e d  t o  e v e r y  i n 

d i v i d u a l  i n  e v e r y  o n e  o f  h i s  e a r t h - l i v e 9 .  T h e  s a m e  l a w  w h ic h  g u i d e s  

k in g d o m s  o t h e r  t h a n  h u m a n  in  t h e i r  o n w a r d  m a r c h  a n d  w h ic h  i s  t h e r e 

f o r e  c a l l e d  t h e  L a w  o f  E v o l u t i o n ,  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  L a w  o f  K a r m a  

w h e n  i t  c o m m e n c e s  t o  g u i d e  h u m a n i t y  in  i t s  u p w a r d  p r o g r e s s .  T h e



L a w  i s  t h e  s a m e  t h r o u g h o u t ,  b u t  i t s  w a y s  o f  w o r k in g  s e e m  t o  b e  

d i f f e r e n t .  U p  t o  o n e  p o in t ,  i t  l e a d s  t h e  u n iv e r s e  o n  d e f in i t e  l i n e s  

g i v i n g  n o  c h o ic e  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  k in g d o m s  u n d e r  i t s  c o n t r o l .  B u t  w h e n  

i t  r e a c h e s  a  c e r t a i n  p o in t ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  c h a n g e ,  in  i t s  in f in i t e  w i s d o m ,  i t s  

w a y s  o f  w o r k in g ,  t a k i u g  c a r e  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s e e  t h a t  e v e r y  s t e p  o f  p r o g r e s s  

t a k e n  b y  e v e r y  i n d iv id u a l  i s  a  d e s e r v e d  s t e p  a n d  a  c o n s c io u s ly  t a k e n  

s t e p .

C o m in g  b a c k  t o  t h e  l i m i t  o f  F r e e d o m  im p o s e d  o n  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

w e  s h a l l  b e  a b le  t o  s e e  t h a t  a  r i g h t  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  L a w  a n d  a  

r i g h t  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  i t s  w o r k in g s  t o  o n e ’s  o w n  d a i l y  l i f e ,  a u d  a  r i g h t  u s e  

o f  th e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a f f o r d e d  b y  t h e  c i r c u m s c r ib e d  l i m i t ,  w i l l  e n a b le  u s  

t o  w id e n  t h e  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  o f  o u r  fr e e d o m  ; a n d  a  c o n s c io u s  a n d  p e r s i s t 

e n t  e f f o r t  in  t h i s  d i r e c t io n  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  w id e n  t b e  c i r c u m f e r e n c e ,  

s o  m u c h  s o  t h a t  a t  l a s t  t h e  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  w i l l  v a n is h ,  t h e  l i m i t s  im p o s e d  

b y  i t  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r ,  a u d  i t s  f i e ld  o f  a c t io n  w i l l  b e c o m e  o n e  w i t h  

t h a t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s — t h a t  o f  w h ic h  i t  h a d  b e e n  a l l  a l o n g  

a  d e g r a d e d  p a r t .  T h e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o i u t  w h ic h  h a d  a  d e f in i t e  s p o t  t o  

a b i d e  in ,  i s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  n o w h e r e *  T h i s  i s  t h e  

g o a l  o f  h u m a n i t y .  T h i s  i s  n o  U t o p i a .  T h i s  i s  n o  a n n i h i l a t i o n .  I t  i s  

t h e  m e r g in g  o f  t h e  I n d iv id u a l  i n t o  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h i s  

i s  t h e  b i r t h r i g h t  o f  m a n . H e  s t r u g g l e s  a u d  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  f in a l ly  c o m e s  

o u t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h a t  b a t t l e  o f  l i f e  f o u g h t  d u r in g  l i v e s  a f t e r  l i v e s ,  a g e s  

a f t e r  a g e s ,  a n d  Y u g a s  a f t e r  Y u g a s ,  o n l y  to  r e a c h  t h e  h e i g h t s  o f  t h e  

ever Glorious Nirvana.
May peacc be w i th  all.

O. L . Sarma.

ttbeoeopb? in all lands.

E U R O P E .

L o n d o n , 3 0 th June, 1 898 .

W e  a r e  g la d  to  w e lc o m e  M rs. B e s a n t  a m o n g s t  u s  a g a in  ; s h e  a r r i v e d  in  
L o n d o n  o n  th e  20th  in s ta n t .  T h e  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t io n  o f  th e  S o c ie t y  w i l l  t a k e  

p la c e  o n  t h e  9 th  a n d  10th  o f  J u ly ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  le c tu r e s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  in  c o n 
n e c t io n  w ith  i t .  M rs . B e s a n t ’s  f ir s t  le c tu r e  w il l  b e  g iv e n  o n  th e  8th  in  th e  

W e s t m in s t e r  T o w n  H a l l ,  o n  The Reality of the unseen World. O n  t h e  9 th ,  

l e c t u r e s  w i l l  b e  d e l iv e r e d  in  Q u e e n 's  H a l l ,  b y  M r. S in n e t t  o n  “ T h e  A n t i 
q u i t y  o f  C iv i l i z a t io n ” a n d  b y  M r. K e ig h t l e y  o n  “ W h a t  C iv i l iz a t io n  o u g h t  

t o  b e ."  O n  th e  10th , M r. M e a d  w i l l  s p e a k  o n  “  T h e  P o s t - R e s u r r e c t io n  

T e a c h in g s  o f  th e  C h r is t , ’* a n d  M rs . B e s a n t  o n  “ T h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l S o c ie t y  
a n d  M o d e rn  T h o u g h t .”

M rs . B e s a n t  w i l l  d e l iv e r  a  s e r ie s  o f  f iv e  p u b lic  L e c tu r e s  o n  “ E s o t e r ic  

C h r is t ia n ity * ’ o n  S u n d a y  e v e n in g s ,  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  o f  v e r y  g r e a t  in t e r e s t .  H e r  
s u b j e c t s  w i l l  b e  T h e  H id d e n  s id o  o f  R e l ig io n s "  ; T h e  T r i n i t y ; D iv in e  
I n c a r n a t io n "  ; “  T h e  A t o n e m e n t  a n d  t h e  L a w  o f  S a c r i f ic e ”; “ S a c r a m e n ts  a n d  
R e v e la t io n " ; “ N a tu r a l  a n d  S p ir i t u a l  B o d ie s ,  R e s u r r e c t io n ,  a n d  A s c e n s io n .”



A m o n g  th e  e v e n t s  o f  th e  m o n th  m a y  c e r t a in ly  b e  c h r o n ic le d  th e  I n te r 
n a t io n a l C o n g r e s s  o f  o u r  S p ir i t u a l i s t i c  fr ie n d s ,  w h ic h  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  

a n  e x c e e d in g ly  s u c c e s s fu l  g a t h e r in g  a o d  to  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  m o r e  a t t e n t io n — a n d  

m o r e  r e s p e c t fu l  a t t e n t io n — fr o m  th e  P r e s s  th a n  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  in  th e  
p a s t  h is to r y  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  S o m e  1 ,2 0 0  g u e s t s  a s s e m b le d  

in  S t .  J a m e s ' H a l l  o n  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  th e  c o n v e r s a z io n e  w h ic h  t e r m in a t e d  th e  
w e e k 's  e n g a g e m e n t s .  W e  c o n g r a tu la t e  o u r  f r ie n d s  o n  th e ir  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  e v e n  

i f  w e  c a n n o t  a g r e e  w ith  o n e  s p e a k e r  w h o  s a id  t h a t  “  T h e o s o p h y  h a d  n o t  o n ly  

c o m e  iu t o  e x is t e n c e  o n  th e  in c o m in g  t id e  o f  S p ir i tu a l is m , b u t  h a d  ta k e n  th e  
e s s e n t ia l  p h ilo s o p h y  t h a t  S p ir i t u a l is m  h a s  b r o u g h t ,  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  i t  u n d e r  

o th e r  n a m e s ,” w e  m a y  f u l ly  a d m it  th a t  t h e  m a s s  o f  e v id e n c e  a s  to  th e  r e a l i ty  o f  

th e  u n s e e n  w o r ld , w h ic h  S p ir i t u a l is m  h a s  c o l le c t e d  h a s  b e e n  o f  im m e n s e  v a lu e  

in  b r e a k in g  d o w n  th e  b a r r ie r  o f  m a t e r ia lis m , a n d  p r e p a r in g  v e r y  m a n y  m in d s  
fo r  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  w h ic h  is  p u t  fo r w a r d  in  o u r  th e o s o p h ic a l  l i t e r a tu r e .  M o re 
o v e r , i f  o u r  f r ie n d s  r e c o g n is e  a s  th e ir  o w n  o u r  “  e s s e n t ia l  p h i lo s o p h y ,” w e  

c a n  c h e e r fu l ly  o v e r lo o k  th e  a c c u s a t io n  o f  p la g ia r is m , iu  t h e  p le a s u r e  o f  
f in d in g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n e a r e r  to  u s  in  th e ir  v ie w s  th a n  w e  h a d  a c t u a l l y  sup*  

p o se d . I f  w e  h a v e  g iv e n  v o ic e  a n d  fo r m  t o  b e l ie f s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  in a r t i 
c u la te  w i t h  th e m , w e  a r e  c o r d ia l ly  w i l l in g  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  t a k e  u p  th e  

‘ S h ib b o le t h /  o r  a d o p t  th e  m o u ld .

T h e  J n n e  le c t u r e s  a d d r e s s e d  to  th e  B la v a t s k y  L o d g e  h a v e  b e e n  d e liv e r *  

e d  b y  M r. K e ig h t le y ,  M r. M o o re , M r . L e a d b e a te r , a n d  M r. M ea d . I n  d e a l in g  
w ith  “ J a c o b  B o e h m e ” a n d  h is  t im e s ,  M r. K e ig h t l e y  s t r u c k  s o m e w h a t  fr e s h  

g r o u n d . H e  d r e w  a  w o r d -p ic tu r e  o f  t h e  r e l ig io n s ,  s o c ia l ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n 
d it io n  o f  E u r o p e  d u r in g  t h e  1 6 th  c e n tu r y ,  in  th e  la t t e r  p a r t  o f  w h ic h  B o e h 
m e  w a s  b o r n , a n d  s h o w e d  h o w  th e  g r e a t  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  R e fo r m a t io n  
w a s  a t  th a t  t im e  u p h e a v in g  th e  m e n t a l  l i f e  o f  e v e r y  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r y .  I n to  

t h e  w r a n g le s  a n d  ja r r in g s  o f  th e  d iv i s io n s  a n d  s e c t s  in t o  w h ic h  t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  d w in d le d ,  w a s  B o e h m e  b o r n ; a n d  a m id s t  t h e  p o le m ic a l  
a n d  p o l i t ic a l  s t r u g g le s  h e  g r e w  n p , s o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  b is  t im e  r e f le c t s  i t s e l f  

in t o  h is  w o r k s ; b u t  in  s o  fa r  a s  h e  e v e r  c la im s  t o  h a v e  h a d  a n y  s p e c ia l  m is 
s io n  in  th e  w o r ld , h e  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  r e g a r d e d  t h e  r e s to r a t io n  o f  h a r m o n y  

a n d  p e a c e  a m o n g  h is  c o m p a t r io t s ,  a s  h is  l i f e ' s  w o r k .  I n  b is  t e a c h in g  h e  
la y s  e m p h a s is  o n  p e a c e  a n d  c h a r i t y  a s  b e in g  t h e  t r u e  e le m e n ts  o f  C h r is t ia n 
i t y .  H is  w o r k  i s  d if f ic u lt  to  s tu d y .  H e  m a k e s  u s e  o f  w o r d s  a n d  p h r a s e s  in  

a  s e n s e  o f  h is  o w n , in s te a d  o f  in  th e  g e n e r a l  a c c e p t a t io n  o f  th e  p e r io d ,  b n t  it  

i s  c u r io u s  t o  f in d  th a t  h e  a t t a c h e d  g r e a t  im p o r t a n c e  to  th e  tound o f  w o r d s ,  
a n d  p a r ts  o f  w o r d s , in  c o n v e y in g  m e a n in g s ,  t h u s  r e c a l l in g  t h e  H in d u  th e o r y  

o f  Vach, a n d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  a s  to  t h e  s c ie n t i f i c  an d  

p r o fo u n d  o r ig in  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  S a n s k r i t  la n g u a g e .  I t  i s  d if f ic u lt  t o  r e s is t  

t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  B o e h m e  r e a l ly  sa w  t h e  v i s io n s  w h ic h  h e  e n d e a v o u r s  to  
p o r tr a y , a n d  r e m e m b e r in g  w h a t , a s  T h e o s o p h is t s ,  w e  h a v e  le a r n e d  a s  t o  th e  
d if f ic u lt ie s  o f  b r in g in g  d o w n  c o r r e c t ly  to  t h e  p h y s ic a l  p la n e  w h a t  h a s  b e en  
o b s e r v e d  in  h ig h e r  r e g io n s ,  w e  c a n  r e a d ily  b e l ie v e  t h a t  B o e h m e  w a s  in  tr u th  

a  r e a l “ see r" , th o u g h  h a m p e r e d  e v e n  m o r e  th a n  o r d in a r i ly  w i t h  l im ita t io n s  
c o m in g  fr o m  h is  la c k  o f  e d u c a t io n  a n d  e n v ir o n m e n t .

M r. M o o re ’s  s u b je c t  w a s  “  A t o m s  a n d  V ib r a t io n s ”, a n d  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
h is  le c tu r e , h e  p la c e d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  n u m b e r  o f  in t e r e s t in g  s c ie n t if ic  s ta te 
m e n t s  b e fo r e  h is  a u d ie n c e ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n  o f  m a t te r  in  its  

g a s e o u s ,  l iq u id , a n d  s o l id  fo r m s . S o m e  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  th e  e le m e n ta r y  

fa c t s  fa m il ia r  to  th c  s t u d e n t  o f  p h y s ic s ,  is  o f  v e r y  g r e a t  v a lu e  to  th o  s tu d e n t



o f  T h e o so p h y  in  e n a b l in g  h im  m o r e  e a s i ly  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  th e  t e a c h iu g s  w it h  

r e g a r d  to  th e  m a t te r  o f  t h e  e t h e r ic  a n d  h ig h e r  p la n e s .  M r. M o o r e s  l e c t u r e  
w a s  to o  lo n g  fo r  a n y  a d e q u a te  r e p r o d u c t io n  in  t h i s  le t t e r .

M r. L e a d b e a te r  g a v e  th e  L o d g e  a  s e c o n d  le c tu r e  o n  “  L ig h t  o n  th e  P a t h .” 

H e  d e a lt  w ith  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  r u le s  fo r  t h e  d is c ip le 's  g u id a n c e  w h ic h  fo r m  th e  

e a r l ie r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  w e l l-k n o w n  t r e a t is e .  H is  e x p la n a t io n s  w e r e  o f  g r e a t  

in t e r e s t  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  f a i l  to  b e  o f  p r a c t ic a l  v a lu e . T h e  in s tr u c t io n  t o  “ K i l l  

o u t  a m b it io n ” h e  d w e lt  o n  a t  c o n s id e r a b le  l e n g t h ,  a n d  i t  w a s  p o in te d  o u t  
t h a t  w h i le  in  e a r l ie r  s t a g e s  o f  e v o lu t io n  a m b it io n  s e r r e d  a  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  

p u r p o s e  in  s t im u la t in g  t o  a c t io n  a n d  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  in  th e  l i f e  o f  t h e  d is c ip le  

i t  n e e d s  to  b e  e n t ir e ly  r e m o v e d , f i r s t ly  fr o m  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  u n w o r th y  o b j e c ts  

s n c h  a s  w e a lth ,  p o w e r , o r  fa m e , a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  e v e n  t h e  d e s ir e  fo r  s p ir itu a l  
j? r o w th  m u s t  b e  s u b o r d in a te d  to  a  s im p le  r e a d in e s s  to  s e r v e , w it h o u t  d e s ir e  
f o r  p e r so n a l r e c o g n i t io n  in  t h e  s e r v ic e  d o n e . S u c h  a  c h a n g e  c o u ld  o n ly  
b e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  v e r y  g r a d u a lly ,  a n d  ju g t  a s  in  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  t h e  p h y s ic a l  
b o d y  t h e  s t r u c tu r e  is  c h a n g e d  p a r t ic le  b y  p a r t ic le ,  s o  in  th e  t r a in in g  o f  th e  

s p ir i t u a l  fa c u lt ie s  g r o w th  m u s t  b e  s lo w  a n d  g r a d u a l ; th e  o ld  s t r u c tu r e  m u s t  
b e  ta k e n  d o w n  b i t  b y  b i t  a n d  r e p la c e d  w ith  p u r e r  a n d  b e t t e r  m a te r ia l .  M r. 
L e a d b e a te r  la id  s t r e s s  o n  th e  naturalness o f  s p ir i t u a l  g r o w t h ; a n d  in  c o n 

n e c t io n  w i t h  th e  in j u n c t io n  t o  “  k i l l  o u t  d e s ir e  fo r  c o m fo r t”, h e  w a r n e d  

s t u d e n t s  n o t  to  im a g in e  th a t  a  lu g u b r io u s  a t t i t u d e  w a s  in t e n d e d  to  b e  c u l t i 
v a t e d  ; o n  t h e  c o n tr a r y , c h e e r fu ln e s s  i s  b o th  d e s ir a b le  a n d  e s s e n t ia l .  H u n g e r  
f o r  g r o w th — t h a t  is ,  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h — m u s t  b e  r e p la c e d  b y  d e s ir in g  o n ly  

t o  s e r v e . E v e r y  v ic t o r y  w o n  s h o u ld  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  w o n  fo r  a l l  h u m a n it y  

a n d  n o t  fo r  s e l f  a l o n e ; th e  t r u e  r e w a r d  fo r  s e r v ic e ,  a n d  t h e  o n ly  o n e  to  b e  
lo o k e d  fo r , i s  a n  o p p o r t u n it y  fo r  g r e a t e r  u s e fu ln e s s .

M r . M e a d  g a v e  a  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  a n  e a r l ie r  le c tu r e  o n  t h e  “ S ib y l  a n d  h e r  

O r a c le s ,”  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  w h ic h  h e  m a d e  c o n s id e r a b le  r e fe r e n c e  to  P l a t o ’s  
a c c o u n t  o f  A t la n t i s ,  a n d  s h o w e d  h o w  th e  m y t h o lo g y  o f  t h e  G r e e k s  w a s  

c o lo u r e d  b y  t h e  t r a d it io n s  h a n d e d  d o w n  fr o m  a n c e s t o r s  w h o  h a d  f o u g h t  a n d  

m ix e d  w ith  t h e  A t la n t ia n  p e o p le s .  T h r a c e  w a s  t h e  im m e d ia te  s o u r c e  o f  th e  

G r e e k  c iv i l iz a t io n  a n d  r e l ig io n .  H e  a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  S ib y l l in e  O r a c le s  a n  

a n t iq u i t y  o f  c e r ta in ly  1 5 0 0  B . C ., a  p e r io d  p r io r  to  t h e  d e s tr u c t io n  o f  T r o y ,  
a n d  a l lu d e d  t o  t h e  in t e r e s t in g  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  F a t h e r s  lo o k e d  

u p o n  t h e  O r a c le s  a s  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  a u t h o r i t a t iv e — in  fa c t ,  a s  H o ly  W r it .  
W h a t  w e  n o w  p o s s e s s  a r e  m e r e  fr a g m e n t s ,  a s  c h a o t ic  a s  t h e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  

C o v e n a n t  d o c u m e n ts ,  H e  s a id  a ls o  th a t  i t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  t o  n o te ,  t h a t  t h e  

m o s t  a n c ie n t  G r e e k s  s h o w  e v id e n c e s  o f  a  c a s t e  s y s t e m  a n a lo g o u s  to  t b a t  o f  
a n c ie n t  I n d ia ,  a n d  th e r e  a r e  a ls o  in d ic a t io n s  o f  a  b e l ie f  in  t h e  e x is t e n c e  o f  
t h r e e  c la s s e s  o f  g o d s ,  w h ic h  s e e m  t o  h a v e  e m b r a c e d  w h a t  w e  k n o w  a s  t h e  fa) 
g o d s  o f  th e  e le m e n ts ,  (6)  t h e  D e v a  e v o lu t io n ,  (c) t h e  a d v a n c e d  a n d  e v o lv e d  
m e n  w h o  h a d  “ b e c o m e  g o d s ,” i. e., A d e p t s  o r  M a s te r s  s t i l l  in c a r n a te .

A t  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  M r. M e a d ’s  le c tu r e ,  M r s . B e s a n t ,  w h o s e  presence 
w a s  v e r y  w e lc o m e  t o  th e  L o d g e  a f t e r  h e r  s o jo u r n  in  I n d ia ,  a d d e d  a  fe w  

w o r d s  o n  t h i s  in t e r e s t in g  s u b je c t ,  a n d  a l lu d e d  to  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  b e c o m in g  
w h a t  a r e  s o m e t im e s  c a l le d  in  I n d ia  “  t h e  g u a r d ia n  g o d s ,"  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
g r a n d  fu t u r e s  b e fo r e  h u m a n it y .

E / A .  I .



F R A N C E .

W e a re  ex trem ely  so rry  to  h e a r  th a t  b o th  D r. T h . P ascal, of T oolon, and 
C om ’d t. D . A . C ourm es, of P a r is , a re  p ro s tra te d  fro m  over-w ork . T he  burden  
of th e  T heosophical m ovem ent in  F ra n c e  h as  w eighed  v e ry  heav ily  upon  th e  
sh o u ld e rs  of th ese  tw o  dev o ted  co lleagues, ow in g  to  th e  sca rc ity  of 
w o rk e rs  in  F ra n c e , a n d  a f te r  v a in ly  b a tt l in g  a g a in s t th e ir  co n s titu tio n s  they  
hav e  had  to  finally  confess th em selves baffled a iid  ta k e  a  v a ca tio n  of th ree  
m o n th s  fo r  com plete  re s t .  M eanw hile th e  e d itin g  of th e  Lotus Bleu has 
been g iv en  ov er to  one of o u r  T ou lon  co lleagues a n d  M. P a u l Gil lard , th e  
ex ce llen t P re s id e n t of th e  A n a n ta  L o d g e  T . S. of P a ris . T h e  p u b lica 
tio n  an d  business p a r ts  w ill be re su m ed  b y  M. B ailly , o u r  o ld  f r ie n d  of the 
B a re a u d e  l ’A rt In d e p en d a n t. P a n d it  P . C. C h a tte r ji ,  Mr. M ead’s co llabora to r, 
h a s  won go lden  op in ions in  P a ris , a s  in  B ru sse ls  a u d  e lsew here , b y  his 
le a rn e d  a n d  sp ir i tu a l lec tu re s  on T heosoph ical su b je c ts  a n d  In d ia n  
ph ilosophy . •

■ R e v i e w s

G Y A N  G U T A K A *

T h is  sm a ll e ig h teen -p ag ed  p a m p h le t c la im s on th e  t i t le  pag e  to  be a  
44 S y nopsis of th e  L ea d in g  P rin c ip le s  of H in d u  R e lig io u s P h ilo so p h y  in  the  
fo rm  of q u estio n s a n d  an sw ers.” T h e  w r i te r  is th e  fo u n d e r  a n d  “ Ach& rya" 
o£ tb e  S h iv a g a r  S h a n ti  A sh ram , of w hich th e  g en era l pu rp o se  an d  p ro g ra m 
m e is to  b r in g  a b o u t re lig io u s re fo rm  b y  lec tu re s  on  m o ral a n d  re lig io u s  
sub jects, b y  th e  p u b lica tio n  of books a n d  p am p h le ts , a n d  b y  th e  t r a in in g  of 
“  S a d h u s” in  le a rn in g  a n d  Y oga. T h e  questions, of th e  an sw ers to  w hich 
th e  p am p h le t co nsists, w ere a sk e d  b y  one of th e  S w am i’s p u p ils , a n d  a re  as 
f o l l o w s “ (1) W h a t is  I ,  a n d  how  one can  know  h is  self ? (2 ) W h at is  God 
a n d  how  can  H e  be know n P (3) W h a t is th is  world ? (4) B y  w h a t m eans 
does a  m an  a tta in  to  M u k ti, e ith e r  by  Karma, o r  w orsh ip  ( Upaaana);or Gyana, 
o r  by  a ll th e  th re e  to g e th e r, o r  by  an y  of th em  ? (5) W ho lives a n d  d ies , and 
how  can  one free  h im self fro m  life  a n d  d e a th  P (6) W h a t is  M u k ti in  its 
re a liz a tio n ?  (7) D oes th e re  ex is t a u y  d ifference betw een Jiva  (so u l) and  
Brahm  (God), o r  a re  th e y  one ?”

T h e  f irs t  q u estio n  is an sw ered  in  g re a te s t  d e ta il, a n d  th e  te a c h in g s  of 
S r i  K rish n a , V y asa , P a ta n ja li ,  M id V a sh ish ta , a s  to  th e  a tta in m e n t o f self* 
k n ow ledge  a re  b riefly  b u t  c lea rly  o u tlin ed . T h e  r e s t  a re  a n sw ered  m o rs 
b r ie f ly ; a n d , w h ile  th e  p h ilo so p h ica l a sp e c t o f th e  q u estio n s is  ou tlin ed , 
g re a t  s tre s s  is  la id  on  th e  im p o rtan ce  of p ra c tic e  a n d  d isc ip lin e  u i  o rd e r  to  
a tta in  l ib e ra tio n  fro m  illu sio n . W ith  re g a rd  to  illu sio n  th e  a u th o r  saysi-r- 
“ V a sh ish ta  a n d  o th e r  R ish is  have  called  th is  w o rld  fa lse  a n d  u n re a l like 
d ream , b u t  th ey  have  done  so on ly  in  com parison  w ith  th e  Turya  s ta te . A 
person , w ho h a s  n o t rea lized  th e  Turya  s ta te  h im self a n d  ca lls  th is  w orld  
u n rea l, is  sp e a k in g  a  nonsense  w h ich  he  does n o t u n d e rs ta n d  and  
w hich  is in ju r io u s  to  h is  sp ir i tu a l  h e a lth . T h e  w orld  is  re a l so  long 
as we a re  on th is  p lan e , l t  is re a l fo r  a ll  h u m an  p ra c tic a l pu rposes. I t  
becom es u n re a l on ly  w heu  th e  h ig h e r  s ta te  o f t r u th  sh in es upon  th e
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s o u l .” T h ere  is s im ila r  p rac tica l, good sense  in m an y  of th e  ideas ex 
p re sse d , a n d  to  one w ho w an ts  an  e lem en ta ry  sk e tch  of a  few of th e  p r in c i
p le s  of H in d u  ph ilosophy  th e  p am p h le t sh o u ld  p ro v e  in te re s t in g  a n d  u sefu l, 
i n  sp ite  of th e  p e cu lia ritie s  of th e  p h raseo logy , ev id eo tly  d u e  to  a n  im p e rfec t 
k n o w le d g e  of E n g lish ,

L . E .

A N  IN T R O D U C T IO N  TO  A N  E X P O S IT IO N  O F  T H E  P H IL O S O P H Y  
O F  T H E  B H A G A V A D  G IT A  *

T he B h a g av ad -G ita  is a  w ork  of su ch  u n iv e rsa l in te re s t  am o n g  th o se  
w h o  know  a n y th in g  of H in d u  P h ilosophy , th a t  a n  exposition  of i ts  teach in g s, 
t o  find fa v o u r a m o n g s t s tu d e n ts , needs to  show a  c le a r  a n d  fu ll u n d e rs ta n d 
in g  of th e  deep er sp ir i tu a l  m ean in g  conveyed b y  th e  w ork . T h e  te x t  is so 
p r e g n a n t  w ith  th o u g h t a n d  deepest ph ilo sophy , a n d  h a s  a lre a d y  been  so 
f o l ly  com m ented  on, th a t  to  u n d e rta k e  a  new  exposition  of i t  is a  ta s k  of th e  
g r e a te s t  d ifficu lty . F ro m  th e  In tro d u c tio n  before  us, i t  is d ifficu lt to  ju d g e  
w h e th e r  th e  E x p o sitio n  th a t  is to  follow w ill reach  th e  n ecessa ry  s ta n d a rd  of 
s p ir i tu a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o r not. I n  th e  In tro d u c tio n  th e  a u th o r  concerns h im 
s e l f  m ain ly  w ith  th e  co n sid e ra tio n  of th e  n a tu re  of th e  “ u n re a l an d  illu so ry  
M Syft,” w hich  he defines a s  ac tiv ity . H is  use of th e  w ord  “ u n re a l’* does n o t 
se e m  to  be  a  v e ry  h a p p y  o n e ; fo r a s  a c tiv ity  is  th e  b asis  of th e  whole M an i
fe s te d  U n iv erse , i t  is only  from  th e  p o in t of view  of th e  A bso lu te , th e  U n- 
m a n ife 8ted , th a t  i t  can  be re g a rd e d  as u n rea l. I t  w ould  r a th e r  seem  th a t  h is  
m e a n in g  is “ im p e rm an e n t” . Som e m ig h t a lso  h e s ita te  to  accep t h is s ta te 
m e n t  th a t  “  th e re  con ld  n o t p o ssib ly  be . . .  . a n y th in g  w h ich  can have th e  
le a s t  d if fe re n tia tin g  ten d en cy  in  th e  A b so lu te” . To th e  m in d s o f m ost 
W e s te rn  s tu d e n ts , i t  m u s t a t  lea s t rem ain  a n  o pen  q u es tio n  w h e th e r we 
h a v e  an y  r ig h t  to  say  w ha t th e re  m ay  o r m ay  n o t be in  th e  A bso lu te . A gain , 
h i s  s ta te m e n t th a t  “ I t  is f ru itle ss  to  sea rch  fo r  th e  so u rce  of M&y&, o r  a c t iv ity , 
f o r  as h a v in g  no  in d ep en d en t ex istence  i t  is  a n  illu sion , a n d  as su ch  h a s  none, 
n o r  can  i t  have an y ,” m ay a t  le a s t excite  s u r p r i s e ! T h e  log ic  here, is  su re ly  
so m e w h a t w eak. A lto g e th e r  h is t re a tm e n t  of th e  n a tu re  of M iy a  is, to  say  
t h e  least, n o t e n tire ly  sa tis fac to ry .

I t  is  som e re lie f to  tn rn  from  th a t  to  th e  acc o u n t of th e  c o u rse  of m a n i
fe s ta tio n  w hich  c o n s titu te s  fu lly  h a lf  th e  p am p h le t. T h e  fa c t t h a t  S p ir i t  
a n d  M a tte r  a re  th e  “ double a sp e c t” of th e  O ne, “ a n d  n o t two a spects, because 
th e y  a re  in sep arab le , one from  th e  o th e r ,’’ is  th e  v e ry  fo u n d a tio n  of th e  w hole 
ph ilosophy  of m a n ife s ta t io n ; a n d  it* is well i llu s tra te d  b y  th e  p o sitiv e  a n d  
n e g a tiv e  a sp ec ts  of e le c tr ic ity . T he  p ro g ress  of m an ifes ta tio n  is th en  tra c e d  
th ro u g h  th e  th ree  p lan es of “  la ten cy  of a c t iv ity ,” “ a o tu a l a c t iv ity ,” a n d  
*’ i m p r e s s i o n s a n d  it  is show n t h a t  each  of these  m ay  bo a g a in  d iv id ed  in to  
th re e  an a lo g o u s sub-p lanes, th e  low est d iv is ion  of th e  “ im p ress io n  p lan e” 
b e in g  th e  su b tle s t  physica l m a tte r . T he  co u rse  of d iffe re n tia tio n  is th en  
a p p lie d  to  m an, an d  i t  is p o in te d  o u t t h a t  “ th e  a im  of an  in d iv id u a lity  in  
se a rc h  fo r B liss  a n d  T ru th ,  is to  free  itse lf, o r  r a th e r  th e  R e a lity  in it, fro m  
w h a t  is im p e rm an e n t an d  u u rea l, in o th e r  w ords, from  a c t iv ity ”. T h is  can  
b e  dono, a s  show n in  th e  e a r lie r  p a r t  o f th e  p a m p h le t by a n y  one of th e  
th re e  M ftrgas, o r  P a th s , th e  K a rm a  M arg a, th e  Jn k n a  M irg a , o r  th e  B h a k ti 
M&rga, “ as lead in g  to  th e  sam e goal, th e  O ne E xistenoe, th ese  th re e  p a th s

* By Chhaganlal G. Kaji, L. M. and S., Printed a t the  Junagadh Sarakari Press.



converge , t i l l  finally  th ey  en d  in  a  p o in t, a n d  a re , so to  say , b lended in to  
one”.

T h ere  is p le n ty  of m a te ria l fo r th o u g h t  in  th e  p am p h le t, th o u g h  th e  
conclusions reach ed  b y  th e  w r i te r  m ay  n o t a lw ays a p p e a r  to th e  s tu d e n t  to  
be p e rfec tly  sound . I t  is to  be re g re tte d , how ever, th a t  th e  a rg u m e n ts  h ave  
n o t been  m ore  condensed. T h ere  is  a  ten d en cy  to  re p e titio n  an d  ted io u s  
v e rb o sity  w hich  g re a tly  m ars  w h a t is  o th erw ise  a  th o u g h tfu l an d , in  m an y  
w ays, su g g estiv e  p am p h le t.

L . E .

' T H E  C H IN E S E  H A D E S .

I n  th e  la s t  n u m b e r  of th e  J o u rn a l  of th e  C h in a  B ran ch  of th e  R o y a l 
A s ia tic  Society , * th e  R ev . G. W . C la rk e  g iv es  a  tra n s la tio n , w ith  C h inese  
illu s tra tio n s  of a  book called  th e  Y ii-L i o r  P re c io u s  R ecords.

T h is  w ork  w as com piled  a b o u t A . D . 960— 1127. S ev era l ed itio n s
of i t  hav e  ap p eared , a p p a re n tly  u n lik e  one an o th e r. T h e  book is n o t  to  be 
b o u g h t b n t  “ g re a t  m e r it  is a tta c h e d  to  th ose  w ho p u b lish  and  d is t r ib u te  i t” 
a n d  th ere fo re  i t  m u s t be o b ta in ed  by  g if t  a n d  no t b y  p u rch ase .

T he  book is  sa id  to  ex p la in  “ th e  d a rk  a n d  d o u b tfu l p o rtio n s  of th e  Ih- 
King  ( th e  C lassic  o f C h anges by  C o n fu c iu s ) ; i t  is  th e  in s tru c to r  of th e  igno
ra n t,  a  l ig h t  to  g u id e  th e m  in  th e  p a th  of v ir tu e .” I t  co n ta in s a  d esc rip tio n  
of th e  ten  H a lls  of J u d g m e n t,  to  each of th e  f irs t n in e  of w hich  a re  a tta c h e d  
six teen  hells, to  one o r m ore  of w hich  th e  w icked  a re  d e sp a tch ed  fo r p u n ish 
m en t, th e  te n th  h a ll co n ta in s  th e  w heel of tra n s fo rm a tio n .

T he c h a p te r  on each h a ll b eg ins w ith  th e  n am e o f i te  p re s id en t, i t s  posi
tion , i ts  ext< n t  a n d  a n  e n u m e ra tio n  of th e  six teen  h e lls  i t  co n ta in s. N ex t 
follow s a n  a d d re ss  by  th e  p re s id en t “ to  e x h o rt th e  ag e ,” in  w hich h e  en u m e
ra te s  th e  ch ief c rim es ju d g e d  in  h is  h a ll a n d  p rom ises p a rd o n  to  th o se  who 
re p en t, vow  n e v er to  s in  a g a in  as in  th e  p a s t, a n d  becom e v eg e ta rian s . T his 
la s t  co nd ition  is  no t, how ever, in v ariab le . Som etim es th ey  a re  to  b u y  coffins 
fo r th e  poor, an d  so on. N e x t follow s “ a  new  decree'* sp ec ify ing  tb e  p u n ish 
m en ts due  to  th e  specified sins. H e re  iB a  specim en  fro m  th e  fo u r th  h a l l :—

“ Those who kill the  ox (which ploughs the  field) or the  dog (who w atches the 
house), or animal life in general, their souls shall be placed before the  m irror of re
flection. After suffering the  torm ents of the  form er hells, npon their arrival, a  red- 
haired, black-faced demon shall cu t snch asunder from  the head downwards. Tbe 
suffering is intense. A fter healing, they shall be cast for ten years into a  g reat hell, 
then  in the scalding w ater hell for fifteen years. They shall appear before the  judge, 
who shall condemn them  to  receive 1,600 calam ities in the boundless hell. A t the 
expiration of th is ordeal they  shall be sent to  the  wheel of life and be born 
again as beasts.”

T he  b u lk  of th e  w o rk  is  tak e n  u p  w ith  c o n cre te  exam ples, ch ie fly  of re
w ards a n d  p u n ish m en ts  fo r good  o r ev il deeds ex perienced  in  th is  present 
life. O f th ese  exam ples th e re  a re  160, som e of w hich  a re  v e ry  curious. 
N u m b e r n in e  g ives an  acco u n t of w lia t M r. C h an g  Ta, w hose soul w as taken 
aw ay  by  a  m is tak e , saw  in  th e  C ity  of S u ic id es w h ith e r th e  ju d g e  of the 
f ir s t  h a ll  o rd e re d  a  dem on to  g u id e  h im  th a t  h e  m ig h t te l l  people in  the 
w orld  w h a t he  h ad  s e e n .—- _________________________________________ __



“ E very  day, a t  tho sam e tim e thafc th e ir  d ea th s  took place, they  fe lt th e  sam e 
k in d  of pains. Those who had  hanged fchemselves, th e ir  tongues cam e o u t o f fcheir 
m on th s, and  blood gushed  from  th e ir  n o strils , eyes and  ears. The g u ide  rem ark ed  :
* Men im agine th a t  dea th  ends all, an d  w hen th e ir  souls arrive  here, i t  is too la te  to  
re p e n t.* ”

H e re  is an exam ple of th e  p u n ish m en t of a  f ra u d u le n t rev en u e  C ollector.
“ Mr. Lin, w hen in office a t  Chi Cheo, w rote to  his se rv an ts  to  d efraud  th o  Gov

e rn m e n t revenue and  to  tak e  b ribes of th e  people ; by th is  m eans he soon becam e 
v e ry  rich. A t th e  expiration  of his te rm  he w as re tu rn in g  hom e w ith  his goods, w hen 
su d d e n ly  a  storm  arose and  nearly  sunk  th e  boat, a  fire soon a fte rw a rd s  broke o n t 
a n d  b u rn t all h is goods, bu t d id  n o t in ju re  th e  boat.”

In  a  note on th is  exam ple  M r. C lark e  says, “ it is a  know n  fac t th a t  fo r 
e v e ry  h u n d re d  ounces of s ilv e r fo r taxes p a id  to  th e  G o v ernm en t, from  180 to  
3 0 0  ounces of s ilv e r a re  ra ised  from  th e  people .” I f  a  p e ru sa l of th e  Yn-Li 
w ill p u t  an end  to  such rap ac ity  as th is , i ts  d is tr ib u tio n  w ill be a  n a tio n a l 
ben efit.

M r. C lark e  has g re a tly  ad d ed  to  th e  value  of h is tra n s la tio n  by th e  ad- 
d i tio n , as in  th e  in stan ce  ju s t  quo ted , of ex p lan ato ry  notes, fche re su lt  of h is 
ow n  observation , an d  we beg fco ten d e r h im  o u r th a n k s  fo r  in tro d u c in g  ns to  
t h i s  q u a in t a n d  cu rio u s m o ra l tex t-book.

A V I S I O N *

T h is  is a  poem  d esc rib in g  th e  v e te ran  re fo rm e r 's  p rophecy  of 
“ The reign of Love and Truth 

Of Justice, Order, Liberty, allied.”

T he  w rite r  beg ins w ith  a  d e sc rip tio n  of th e  p re sen t su ffe rin g s  of h u m an 
i ty  th ro u g h  greed , lu st, w ar, o p p ressio n  a n d  th en  in sleep is show n by  an  
a n g e l ” th e  hap p in ess th a t  y e t shall be.’’

W e fear we a re  fa r  from  th e  u n iv ersa l re ig n  of Love on e a rth , th o u g h  
se e in g  w ith  th e  p o e t’s eye th e  vision  of bet.ter th in g s  to  be, can n o t b u t s tim u la te  
n s  fco increase  o u r  e ffo rts in  th e  p re sen t a n d  re-echo h e r c losing  lines :—

“ F or hopes a re  k ind led  th a t  can never die ;

And th e  g re a t F u tu re , w ith  tr iu m p h a n t m ight,
S hall m ore th a n  fill th e  boldest Prophecy !"

T H E  M Y S T E R IE S  O F  K A R M A  R E V E A L E D .f  

T b e  w rite r  apologises fo r e rro rs  in th is  l i t t le  book “ caused  by th e  h u r 
ried n ess of its  c o m p ila tio n ’’ and we can n o t b u t th in k  th a t  bo th  lan g u ag e  an d  
a rra n g e m e n t w ould have been im proved , had  m ore tim e  been sp e n t in i ts  p ro 
d u c tio n . T he sensational tit le  rem in d s one of the  w orks of M r. R eynolds, b u t  
w e can a ssu re  th e  re a d e r  th a t t.he tre a tm e n t of th is  sn b jec t is  q u ite  ra tio n a l. 
T h e  a u th o r ’s conclusion of th e  whole m a tte r  is thafc th e  o b jec t of K artn a-y o g a  
is  fco co n tro l o u r desires an d  passions, to  w hich  end  pratyahara  o r  m en ta l a b 
s tra c tio n  is “ p a r ticu la r ly  ad v iced” an d  the  final re su lt  p rom ised  is a ssim ila 
tio n  to  th e  S u p rem e  Soul. T here  is m uch food fo r th o u g h t in th is  book th o u g h  
i t  does no t c o n ta in  m nch th a t  will be new to th e  w ell-read  T heosophist.

* A Vision by A nna Blackwell, London, Redw ay, 1898.
f  T he M ysteries of K arm a R evealed, or th e  eso teric  ph ilosophy of K arm a-yoga, 

by  D e Illu m an is t. a  B rahm in-Y ogee, A llahabad, 1898.



I n  1894 “ A m o,” th e  w r ite r  of m ost of th e  a rtic le s  co llected  in th is 
volum e, w ro te  in  th e  Paix UniverseUe, a  F re n c h  sp ir itu a lis tic  jo u rn a l, an 
a r tic le  in  fa v o u r of fo rm in g  a  Congress of Humanity to  be h e ld  in  1900 a t 
th e  P a r is  E x h ib itio n . T h is  p ro jec t seem s to  have been su g g ested  by tbe 
P a r lia m e n t of R e lig io n s held  a t  C hicago in  1893.

T h e  f irs t h a lf  of th e  book co n ta in s a rtic le s  specia lly  re la tin g  to  the 
C o ngress ; th e  second h a lf  con ta in s v a rio u s s tu d ie s  less d irec tly  connected 
th e re w ith . I n  th e  second p a r t  a re  pap ers  on a ltru ism , to le rance , u n ity , the 
void, love a n d  d o c trin e , th e  sec ta rian  sp ir it ,  a  tra n s la tio n  of M adam e Bla
v a ts k y ’s ‘ o b jec t of th e  T heosophical Soc iety ,’ etc.

A  P ro v isio n a l C om m ittee  has been fo rm ed  fo r th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  of the 
C o n g ress  an d  i t  is p roposed  to  issue a  d e ta iled  p ro g ram m e  a b o u t O ctober 
nex t. F o r  th e  p re se n t  we a re  in fo rm ed  th a t  th e  w ork  of th e  C o n g ress  will 
be d iv id ed  in to  th re e  categories, viz., h u m an ity , social g ro u p s  (races, re lig ions, 
schools, peoples, fam ilies) an d  th e  in d iv id u a l.

H u m a n ity  is to  be co n sidered  1. in  th e  a b s tra c t,  2. in its  p a s t  h isto ry , 
3. in  ita  re la tio n  to  social g ro u p s, to  in d iv id u a ls  an d  to th e  un iverse.

S ocieties w ill be considered  1 . in re la tio n  to  th e  p rin c ip les  on whioh a 
soc ie ty  o u g h t  to  be based, 2. th e  b es t fo rm  t>f g o v e rn m en t, 3. th e  o rgans 
a n d  m eans of defence a g a in s t  ex te rn a l and  in te rn a l d an g ers , 4. the  re la tio n s 
betw een d iffe ren t societies, 5. p o litica l an d  social econom y.

T h e  in d iv id u a l w ill be co n sidered  in re la tio n  to  1 . h u m an ity , 2. society 
(people, n a tio n , re lig io n , etc.,), 3. th e  fam ily . 4. him self.

A N  IM P O R T A N T  A L C H E M IC A L  W O R K .f

T h is  is  “ in d isp u ta b ly  th e  m ost a n c ien t ex tan t trea tise  on A lchem y in  the 
L a tin  to n g u e ” th o u g h  a p p a re n tly  the  o rig ina l com piler w ro te  e ith e r  in  He
brew  o r  A rab ic .

T he nam e of th e  tra n s la to r  is a  sufficient g u a ra n te e  of th e  excellence of 
h is w ork . Few  in d eed  am ong  th e  m o d ern s can  riv a l h is w ide  learn- 
in g  in  th iB  olass of l ite ra tu re . T he p re sen t volum e is n o t only a  tran s la tio n  
b u t  a n  exam ple  of p a in s ta k in g  resea rch , fo r a lm o st every  page  is accom 
p an ied  b y  e lu c id a to ry  no tes w hich  a lso  “ illu s tra te  th e  s tr ik in g  analogies 
betw een  th e  G reek  H erm etic  w rite rs  of th e  fo u rth  «-entury a n d  th e  T u rb a .’’ 
E v en  M r. W aite, how ever, has to  confess th a t  of e ig h t of th e  te ch n ica l term s 
em ployed  no exp lan atio n  can  a t  p re sen t be found.

A ll H e rm etic  s tu d e n ts  sh o u ld  a d d  th is  w ork to  th e ir  lib ra rie s , b u t  th e  
ty ro  sh o u ld  be w arn ed  th a t  th is  book fu rn ish es no  p lain  a n d  easy  m ethod 
of t ra n s m u tin g  th e  b a se r m eta ls in to  gold : i t  is on th e  c o n tra ry  w ritten  
th ro u g h o u t in  th e  m y sterio u s lan g u ag e  em ployed by a ll an c ien t A lchem ists 
a n d , to  th e  u n in itia te d , i t  ap p ea rs  like a  com plica ted  m aze w ith o u t a  clue.

* Le Congrfis de 1’Humanit^, Articles group&s et annotta par Marions Descnspe. 
Paris. Channel. 1897.

f  The Turba Philosophornm or Assembly of the Sages, translated from the 
Latin by A. E. Waite. London, Redway, 1896.



M A G A Z IN E S .

In  th e  Theosophical Review  fo r Ju n e , M rs. B esan t co n tin u es “ P ro b lem s 
o f  Sociology.” S h e  fram es a  s tro n g  in d ic tm e n t a g a in s t th e  ten d en cy  of 
m a c h in e ry  to  c ru sh  ou t in d iv id u a l facu lty , to  p a r tia lly  a tro p h y  th e  b ra iu  a n d  
a r r e s t  th e  p h y sica l d ev elopm en t of th e  w o rk er an d  su g g e sts  th a t  “ th e  
en o rm o u s pow ers of p ro d u c tio n  du e  to  m ach in ery  m u s t be u tilise d  to  g ive  
m o re  le isu re  to  th e  m ach in e-w o rk ers  so th a t  th e ir  facu ltie s  m ay be c u ltiv a te d  
otdside th e ir  lab o u r.” N o d o u b t M rs. B e sa n t is r ig h t,  b u t  in  th e  North 
American Review  fo r M ay, M r. N icho lls m a in ta in s  th a t  m onotonous lab o u r 
le a v es  th e  in te lle c t free  to  g ra p p le  w ith  o th e r  questions. P o ssib ly  a  d istinct*  
io n  should  be d ra w n  betw een m onotonous la b o u r  done  b y  h a n d  a n d  m ono
to n o u s  lab o u r done by m achine. O f th e  fo rm er, S p in o za 's  g r in d in g  of 
o p tic  g lasses is a n  in stan ce , a n d  som e y e a rs  ago  M r. G ra n t  A llen  w ro te  
a  su g g estiv e  a r tic le  in  th e  (Jomhill on “ sc ra p in g  a  co co an u t” show 
i n g  th a t  th e  sc ra p in g  was on  th e  w hole conducive  to  in te lle c tu a l a c tiv ity . 
M rs . B esan t goes on to  show  th e  in fluence of a  belief in  re in c a rn a tio n  a n d  
K a rm a  on  th e  ideal of th e  S ta te . W e look fo rw ard  w ith  in te re s t  to  th e  n e x t 
a r tic le  in  w hich  we a re  p ro m ised  p ra c tic a l ap p lica tio n  in  socio logy of th e  
p r in c ip le s  la id  down. M r. M ead concludes h is  ad m irab le  “ N o te s  on th e  
E le u sin ian  M y ste ries .” M rs. C ooper-O akley concludes h e r  s tu d y  on th e  
C o m te  d e  S t. G erm ain , w hich  has th ro w n  m n ch  new l ig h t  on th e  m y ste rio u s  
p e rso n a lity  of th e  g re a t  occu ltis t. D r. R ich a rd so n  d isco u rses on “ T h e  
M odern  A lk a h es t”— fluorine. M r. L ead b ea te r en d s h is  e ru d ite  ex p osition  of 
tb e  A th an as ian  C reed  p o in tin g  o u t th e  deep t r u th s  em bedded  in  th ese  “  time* 
h o n o u red  form ulas of th e  C h ris tia n  C h u rc h ” w hich  m u s t have  o ften  perp lex ed  
m an y  of h is read ers. M rs. H o o p er apologises “ for th e  su perfic ia l m an n e r in  
w h ich  th e  co n sid era tio n s of space” com pel h e r to  t r e a t  “ E sk im o  a n d  N ew  
W o rld  F o lk -lo re” an d  we only hope she w ill co n tin u e  h e r  fa sc in a tin g  s tu d ie s  
a t  g re a te r  len g th . “ T he G re a t O rig in a tio n  as ta u g h t  by  th e  B u d d h a ” is con
tin u e d  by P a n d it  J .  C. C h a tte r ji—a  p ap er we can n o t too h ig h ly  p ra ise . M r. 
K e ig h tley  g ives a  b rie f sk e tch  of Jaco b  Boh me a n d  h is  tim es. “ E a rly  
C h r is tia n  H u m o u r” g ives an  a m u sin g  accoun t of th e  L eg en d s of Jo h n  an d  th e  
B u g s a n d  of th e  P a lace  th a t  T hom as b u ilt. “ In  th e  T w ilig h t” fu lly  m a in 
ta in s  i ts  re p u ta tio n .

Mercury (M ay) b eg ins w ith  tlie  conclusion  of M rs. B esan t’s “ P roofs of th e  
E x is ten ce  of th e  S o u l” . A . M arques concludes h is  th o u g h tfu l  p a p e r  on “ R e 
in c a rn a tio n "  w hich we recom m end  fo r serious s tu d y . W ith  re fe ren ce  to  b is  
re m a rk  th a t  “ all liv in g  e n titie s  .a re  a p p o rtio n ed  to .. . th e  seven p r im o rd ia l 
ra y s  of th e  m an ifes ted  L o g o s” , we m ay  a d d  th a t  i t  is th is  law  w hich  g o v e rn s  
th e  re la tio n s  of th e  d e itie s  of th e  H in d u  P a n th eo n  to  th e  flowers, p lan ts , 
an im a ls  a n d  gem s sac red  to  them . M r. Solley c o n tin u es  th e  “ T heosophical 
S tu d ie s  in  th e  B ib le .” T . S. E choes g ives th e  G en era l S e c re ta ry ’s R e p o rt of 
th e  T w e lfth  A n n u a l C o nven tion  of th e  A m erican  S ec tio n  of th e  T . S.

Theosophy in Australia  (Jn n e ) b eg in s a  c lev er series “ A m o n g  th e  P h ilis 
t in e s”—  a  colloquy betw een th e  cyn ical m an an d  th e  T heosoph ist. “ A n c ien t 
R e lig io n s” is a  good p a p e r on  “ the  correspondence  if  no t fu n d a m e n ta l id e n tity  
to  be fo u n d  be tw een  th e  m ain  tea ch in g s  o r b ro ad  o u tlin es of T beosophy  an d  
m o st, if  n o t  a ll, a n c ien t re lig io n s” .

Theosophia (Rom e, Ju n eJ  co n ta in s an  a r tic le  on so lid a rity  a n d  t r a n s la 
tio n s  of “  S c ien tific  C o rro b o ra tio n s of T heosophy’’ (A M arques), a n d  “ S p ir i
tu a l is m  in  tb e  l ig h t  of T heosophy” (C. W ach tm e is te r).



Sophia (M ad rid , J  une) co n ta ins a  c o n tin u a tio n  of S en o r S o ria  y  M a ta ’s  
“ G enesis,” w hich we hope to  see tra n s la te d , an d  tran s la tio n s  of T h eosoph ical 
a rtic le s .

Theosophisk Tidskrift (S tockho lm , Ju n e )  g ives a  re p o rt  of th e  m e e tin g  
of th e  S can d in av ian  Section  an d  a tra n s la tio n  of M rs. B esan t’s lec tu re .

Theosophia (H o lland , Ju n e ) co n ta in s “ N o t look ing  back ,’’ “ In  th e  
O u te r  C o u r t’’, “ T ao te  K in g ” , “ T he M aste rs  a - facts an d  a s  idea ls,’ etc., a n d  
local T heosophical ac tiv itie s .

The Prasnottara  (Ju n e), co n ta in s  “ T he  O rig in  of L e tte rs ,” “ G row th  o f 
T rees’’ in  w hich  A. S. W atso n  co n sid ers th a t  tb e  o rd in a ry  sc ientific  ex p lan a tio n  
is in ad eq u a te , an d  th a t  to  accoun t fo r th e  o b served  fac ts  th e  “ v ita l  force”  
sh ou ld  be c re d ite d  “ 1st w ith  a  positive ly  c rea tiv e  pow er, 2nd w ith  a  pow er o f 
tran s fo rm a tio n  of m a te ria l a n d  c o n se rv a tio n ” w hence i t  follow s th a t  “ th e re  
m u s t be beh ind  i t  o r  in  i t  an  in te llig en ce  w hich  m an  has n e v e r y e t possessed n o r  
fa thom ed  by a ll h is  science an d  le a rn in g ”. In  “ A v a ta rs ”, P . S. S u b ra m a n ia  
A iy a r  ex p la ins th e  g e n e ra l th e o ry  of th e ir  ap p ea ran ce  a n d  desc rib es th e  
fo u r  k in d s  : “ I . A virbhavam : G od’s a p p e a r in g  in  th e  fo rm  a n d  a t t r ib u te s  
w ith  w h ich  be  is in v ested  w hen called  by a  v o tary . 2. Avesam  : in sp ira tio n  
u n d e r w hose effect a  m o rta l p e rfo rm s in  th e  w orld  su p e rn a tu ra l  fu n c tio n s . 
3. Sam bhavam : in ca rn a tio n  by  b ir th  as in  th e  case of R am a. 4. Vibhutima- 
twarn : G od’s m an ife s tin g  in g race , w isdom , love, pow er o r heroism , a  c lass 
w hich inclu d es in d iv id u a ls  of e x tra o rd in a ry  v ir tu e s .’’

The Theosophic Gleaner (Ju ly )  co n ta in s th e  c o n tin u a tio n  of “ A  new  T h eo ry  
of th e  S ta r ry  H e av e n s”, “ L em u ria  a  F a c t”—a synopsis of th e  a rg u m e n ts  in 
fa v o u r of th e  ex is tence  of th a t  co n tin en t, an d  v a rio u s  e x tra c ts .

L ‘Initiation  (P a ris , Ju n e )  h as  an  in te re s tin g  a r tic le  on  th e  a s tro n o m ica l 
th e o ry  of D eluges. C o m bin ing  a stro n o m ical, physical, geo log ical an d  t r a d i 
tio n a l da ta , I .  T . U lic  co n clu d es th a t  th e  la s t g re a t  de lu g e  (.the A tla n tia n )  
to o k  p lace  betw een  10,000 an d  9,000 6 . C. an d  th a t  th e  n ex t is d u e  ab o u t 
A . D. 3,200.

The Journal of the Mafia Bodhi Society co n ta in s  a  v e ry  in te re s t in g  acco u n t 
of a  v is it to  th e  L u m b u ri G arden  a n d  K ap ila  v astu . We a re  to ld  th e  v is ito rs  
w ere show n a  ch es t in  w hich w ere “ five sm all cask e ts  co n ta in in g  th e  bones of 
five perso n s supposed  to be those  of B u d d h a , h is  fa th e r , h is g ra n d fa th e r , b is  
m o th e r a n d  his so n .'’ T he cask e ts  b ea r in sc rip tio n s  in som e a n c ien t M ag ad h i 
lan g u ag e . I f  th is  is tru e , su re ly  som e specia l m easu re s  shou ld  be tak e n  fo r 
th e  p re se rv a tio n  of th is  p rice less chest, we h e a r  th e  in sc rip tio n s  have  been 
pho to g rap h ed .

Le Lotus Bleu (P a r is , J u n e ) ,  co n ta in s tran s la tio n s  from  th e  w orks of 
M rs. Besant and M r. L ead b ea ter. th e  en d  of “ tb e  s p ir i t  a n d  th e  le t te r  in  
C h ris tia n ity ” in  w hich D r. P asca l b r in g s  fo rw ard  g ro u n d s  fo r believ ing  th a t  
th a t, in  th e  beg in n in g , th e  C h ris tia n  ch u rch  h a d  its  in itia te s  a n d  its  “  S e c re t  
D octrine .” W ith  th is  n u m b er comes also  th e  la s t p a r t  of th e  F re n c h  t r a n s la 
tio n  of vol. I  of th e  “ S e c re t D o c trin e ,” a  m ost c red ita b le  piece of w ork , a n d  w e 
have m uch  p lea su re  in  c o n g ra tu la tin g  o u r F ren ch  B re th re n  on th e ir  a r r iv a l  
a t  th e  en d  of th e  firs t-s tag e  of th e ir  im p o rta n t a n d  d ifficu lt u n d e rta k in g .

M. F .

W e have also  received Review of Reviews, Metaphysical Magazine, M odem  
Astrology, Sophia {Monthly Catholic Journal, Hydrabad), The Astrological 
Magazine fo r A p ril, M ay a n d  Ju n e , (B ellary), The Light of the East, Ohaloaha-



lanabodh, No. *2, a  m oral te x t book fo r Schools by  P a n d it  B ih arila l C haubc 
(C a lc u tta ) , Nova Lux (Rom e, Ju n e ), Tlie Douum {C alcu tta ), Notices of Sanscrit, 
M . S ., V ol. I ., p a r ts  1 a n d  2 by M aham ahop& daya H arapras& d S&stri.

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.
“ T h o u g h t s ,  l i k e  t h e  p o l le n  o f  f l o w e r s ,  l e a v e  o n e  b r a in  a n d  f a s t e n  t o  a n o t h e r ."

In  th e  Theosophist fo r  F e b r u a r y ,  18 9 6 , a p p e a re d  a  
The f ie r y  v e ry  in te re s tin g -  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  F i r e - tr e a d in g 1 f e s tiv a l 

ordeal o f  Fiji* p e r io d ic a l ly  c e le b r a te d  a t  th e  D h a r m a r a ja ’s te m p ie ,  a t  
M u la p e t ,  N e lio re , to  w h ic h  th e  r e a d e r  i s  re fe r r e d  in  

c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  fo llo w in g 1 d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  s im ila r  r i te  a m o n g  th e  
F i j ia n s ,  b y  M r. M a m ic a  D e lc a s s e  in  th e  W orld  W ide M agazine. T h e  
I s l a n d  o f B e n g a  w a s  th e  s u p p o s e d  re s id e n c e  o f  so m e  o f  th e  o ld  g o d s  
o f  F iji,  h e n c e  a  s a c re d  p la c e . A lovo , o r  p i t,  w ith  a  d ia m e te r  o f  f ro m  18  
t o  24  f e e t  is  filled  w ith  lo g s  o f  w o o d  p ile d  u p  9  o r  10  fe e t  h ig h ,  a n d  
o n  to p  o f  th e s e  a r e  la id  s to n e s .  T h e  w o o d  is ig n i te d  a n d  th e  f la m e s  
f e d  u n t i l  th e  lo g s  a r e  re d u c e d  to  liv e  c o a ls  a n d  th e  s to n e s  a r e  h e a te d  
a lm o s t  w h i te -h o t .  T h e  s to n e s  a r e  p u s h e d  w ith  g r e e n  p o le s  in to  p lac e ,' 
s o  a s  to  fo rm  a  to le ra b ly  e v e n  flo o r, a n d  th e n  s w e p t  c le a r  o f a s h e s  b y  
m e a n s  o f  w h is k s  f a s te n e d  to  th e  e n d s  o f  lo n g  s t i c k s .  T h e  h e a t  is  so  
te r r i f ic  t h a t  t h e  F i j ia n s  w h o  w o r k  a b o u t  th e  p i t  h a v e  to  s c re e n  t h e i r  
w h o le  b o d ie s  w ith  g a r m e n ts  m a d e  o f  g r e e n  b a n a n a  le a v e s  s t i tc h e d  t o 
g e th e r .  A t  a  g iv e n  s ig n a l  th e  p e r fo r m e r s ,  b a re - le g g e d  a n d  b a r e 
fo o te d ,  e x c e p t in g  fo r  a n k le t s  o f  d r ie d  fe rn  le a v e s ,  c ro w d  in to  th e  p i t  
a n d  w a lk  a b o u t  a s  q u ie t ly  a n d  le is u re ly  a s  if o n  co o l, g r e e n  so d .

H ere  is th e  n a r ra t iv e  of a  p e rso n  who w itnessed  th e  cerem o n y :— J o n a 
th a n ,  a  n a tiv e  M ag is tra te , led  th e  w ay in to  th e  p it, closely follow ed by fo u r
te e n  o th ers . T h ey  m arch ed  ro u n d  a b o u t th e  oven, m ov ing  slow ly and  le isu re 
ly ,  a n d  tre a d in g  firm ly  on th e  re d -h o t stones. T h e  spectacle  held  m e spe ll
b o u n d . E v e ry  m o m en t I  expected  m y n o s tr ils  to  be assa iled  w ith  th e  sm ell 
o f  b u rn in g  h u m an  flesh, b u t i t  w as n o t s o ; an d  as I looked iu  th e  faces of 
t l ie  m en  s tro llin g  a b o u t in  th e  lovo, I  cou ld  see no  em otion w h a tev er dep ic ted , 
b n t  m ere ly  th e  in sc ru tab le  im p ass iv ity  of fe a tu re  com m on to  m any  savage 
races. Som e of th e  b y s ta n d e rs  th re w  b u n d les  of g reen  leaves an d  b ran ch es 
in to  th e  oven, a n d  im m ed ia te ly  th e  m en  in side  were h a lf  h id d en  in  th e  c louds 
o f  steam  th a t  arose  fro m  th e  h issin g , b o ilin g  sap. H a n d k erc h ie fs  w ere a lso  
th ro w n  in, a n d  affo rded  an u n m is ta k a b le  p roof th a t  th e re  w as “ no decep
tio n .’* B efore  th ese  lace trifles reached  th e  floor of th e  oven th ey  w ere a lig h t 
a n d  a lm o st consum ed by th e  g re a t  h eat. P re se n tly  Jo n a th a n  an d  h is fo llow ers 
m arc h ed  o u t of th e  in ferno , a n d  were p ro m p tly  exam ined  by  th e  G o v ern o r’s 
com m issioner. N o t on ly  w as th e re  n o t th e  lea s t trac e  of b u rn in g , b n t even 
th e i r  a n k le ts , w hich w ere  of d ried  fe rn  leaves, an d  th ere fo re  ex trem ely  in 
flam m able , w ore n o t so m u ch  as s in g ed .” J o n a th a n  h im self w as closely 
c ro ss-ex am in ed  by  th e  G o vernm en t official p re sen t— of whom he stood  in  
g re a t  aw e— a u d  he d eclared  w ith  pe rfec t c an d o u r, “ T h ere  is no  tr ic k . W h y  
sh o u ld  th e re  be P I a n d  m y fo re fa th e rs  have done th is  th in g  fo r g en era tio n s, 
lo n g  b e fo re  th e  w h ite  m an  cam e in to  tb e  islands. Som e of us m ay  n o t 
believe th e  legend  of th e  F a iry  C hief M oliw ai, b u t  I  do believe th a t  i t  has 
b een  g iv en  to  m y  tr ib e  to  pass u n h a rm e d  a t  all tim e s  th ro u g h  th e  masawe 
oven .” A n o th e r  official eye-w itness d eclares “ th e  m en h ad  n o t a n o in te d  
th em se lv es w ith  a n y  p re p a ra tio n  w h a tso ev er.’’ T rad e rs , m issionaries, a n d  
o th e rs  w ho have  w itn essed  th e  cerem ony  c an n o t exp la in  it, an d  som e h ave  
en d ea v o u red  to  do  th e  th in g  them selves, w ith  th e  m ost h o rrib le  a n d  d isa s
t ro u s  re su lts .



T h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  o ld  c o n t i n e n t s  o f  
L e m u r ia  a n d  A t l a n t i s  m a y  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  N e w  Z e a l a n d  
f o r m e d  a  p a r t  o f  L e m u r ia ,  a n d  h a s  r e m a in e d  m o r e  o r  
l e s s  u n t o u c h e d  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  c a t a c l y s m s  t h a t  a f f e c t 
e d  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g -  p a r t s .  I t  a p p e a r s  f r o m  a  l e t t e r  
in  t h e  New Zealand Times o f  J a n u a r y  19, 1898. b y  

M r . S t o w e ! ! ,  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  M a o r i e s  ( t h e  n a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  N e w  
Z e a l a n d )  h a d  r e t a i n e d ,  u p  t o  l e s s  t h a n  a  c e n t u r y  a g o ,  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  L e m u r ia .  T h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  4< p r o g e n i t o r s  
h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  b e l o n g e d  to  a  l a r g e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  w h i c h  
a l m o s t  e x t e n d e d  t o  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t  o f  t h a t  
c o u n t r y  w a s  s u d d e n l y  s u b m e r g e d  b y  s u b t e r r a n e a n  f o r c e s ,  a n d  t h a t  a  
l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e i r  r a c e  p e r i s h e d ,  a n d  a t  t h e  
s a m e  t im e  h i s t o r i c a l  b u i l d i n g s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  r e c o r d s ,  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  
a l l  o t h e r  t r e a s u r e s  w e r e  l o s t ,  a n d  t h a t  t h a t  c o u n t r y  i s  n o w  r e p r e s e n t *  
e d  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  i s l a n d s  in  t h e  P a c i f i c . ”  I t  i s  a l s o  in t e r e s t in g *  t o  
k n o w  t h a t  t h e s e  s a m e  M a o r i e s  p o s s e s s e d  g r e a t  k n o w l e d g e  a s  t o  t h e
“  p r in c ip l e s  o f  c r e a t i o n ..........t h e  e v o l u t i o n  a n d  i n v o l u t i o n  o f  a  g e r m . . .
. . . t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ” ; t h e y  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  “  n e w  w o r l d s  
w e r e  e v e r  b e i n g  c r e a t e d ” , a n d  t h a t  “  a l l  m a t e r ia l  a n d  v i s i b l e  p h e n o 
m e n a  w e r e  h a s t e n i n g  o n w a r d s  t o  t h e i r  f in a l  e q u i l ib r iu m .* ’

A n o t h e r  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a l r e a d y  n u m e r o u s  c o n f i r m a t i o n s  t o  
s t a t e m e n t s  in  t h e  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e ” !

A  C o i m b a t o r e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  w r i t e s —

“ A n  ag ed  Y ogi of re sp ec tab le  ap p earan ce , w as, a  few  
d ay s ago, in tro d u c ed  to  o u r  T ah s ild a r, M r. M een ak sh i*  
su n d ra m  P illa i, as a  person  w ell versed  in  Y ogic p ra c t ic e s .  
M r. P illa i is an  F . T. S., a n d  h a s  g re a t  belief in  Y o g a , a n d  

he th e re fo re  e n te r ta in e d  th e  Y ogi w ith g re a t  respect. O n a  fine m o r n in g  
on ly  a  few d ay s ago, w hen th e  a tm o sp h e re  w as fit fo r Y og ic  p ra c tic e s , t h e  
T a h s ild a r  w en t o u t on business, leav ing  som e c u rre n c y  no tes upon h ia  b o x . 
T he Y ogi saw th e  n o tes  a n d  th in k in g  th a t  th e  T a h s ild a r  w ould  n o t m a k e  
au y  p ro g ress in Y oga  if he cared  m uch  fo r such  p apers, th e  Y ogi to o k  th e m  
h im self a u d  safely  dep o sited  th em  in  th e  roof of a  f r ie n d ’s house . M r. P i l la i  
re tu rn e d  hom e a n d , as a  t ru e  d isc ip le , su sp ec ted  ev ery o n e  excep t h is  te a c h e r .  
A ll a tte m p ts  to  find o u t th e  t ru e  c u lp r i t  p ro v ed  useless, w hen a t  l a s t  a  
y o u n g  M ahom m edan  of a b o u t th ir ty ,  a n n o u n c e d  tb a t  he  w ou ld  w ith  h is  
m an tram s , Und o u t th e  real th ie f  and* tra c e  ou t, if n ecessary , thp v e ry  p la c e  
w here  th e  no tes h a d  been secre ted . M any d o u b ted  h is a b ility , b u t a ll w e re  
w illin g  to  give him  a  chance. A  ra ised  sp o t was fixed, an d  i t  w*s w a sh e d  
a n d  scen ted  w ith  perfum es. A ll th e  su sp ec ted  nam es w ere w ritte n , each  o n  a  
b it  of p ap er, an d , by chance ; som e unyog ic  pe rso n  in c lu d ed  th e  n am e  o f  tb e  
lea rn ed  Y ogi also. A  y o u n g  s tu d e n t w as selec ted  from  am ong  th e  s p e c ta to r s  
a n d  he was a sk e d  to  place h is  r ig h t  p a lm  on th e  g ro u n d . T h e  M a h o m 
m ed an  b egan  to  c h a n t  h is m an tram s  and  th e  s tu d e n t’s h a n d  b e g a n  to  
m ove. A nd  in  sp ite  of h is s tre n u o u s  e ffo rts  to  keep i t  in  th e  sam e p o s itio n , 
i t  m oved ra p id ly , d ra g g in g  th e  ow ner a lo n g  w ith  it, nnd  did  n o t s to p  t i l l  i t  g o t  
ho ld  of a  p a p e r  n e a r  a  d is ta n t  w all. T he  p a p er w as opened a n d  th e  n a m e  
thereo n  re ad , a n d  l o ! i t  w as o u r Y o g i’s. A f te r  in s is tin g  011 h is  in n o cen ce  
sev e ra l tim es, th e  poor Y ogi w as finally  com pelled  to  ta k e  o u t th e  n o te s  
a n d  h a n d  th em  over to  th e  T ah s ild a r. T h is  it; a  sim ple  in c id e n t a s  i t  
o c cu rre d  a n d  i ts  t r u th  w ill be  vouched  by th e  T a h s ild a r  a n d  sev e ra l o f  
h is  e d u ca ted  frien d s . A s fo r th e  Y ogi, he has found  th e  tow n  of C o im b a 
to re  v e ry  im p u re  fo r h is Y oga, a n d  h as been g iv en  a  room  in th e  su b -ja il 
w h ere  he can  p ra c tise  h is Y ogam  in  a  solem n, u n d is tu rb e d  a tm o sp h ere .”

The Yogi
and
Occultism.

Confirma
tions of the 

‘ ‘ Secret 
Doctrine.”



A  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  t h e  Hindu w r i t e s  “ O n  t h e  
Panchamas 8th  o f  M a y  l a s t ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
Originally P a n c h a m a c o m m u n i t y  a p p r o a c h e d  C o l o n e l  H .  S .  O l c o t t  
Buddhists. a n d ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  w e r e  o r i g i n a l 

ly  B u d d h i s t s ,  r e q u e s t e d  h i s  h e lp  in  t h e i r  b e i n g  r e s t o r e d  
t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  f a i t h .  L a s t  S u n d a y  a g a i n  t h e y  p r e s e n t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  
s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  s a m e  p r a y e r  in  w r i t i n g .  T h e  m e n  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  
s o m e  c u l t u r e  a n d  a p p e a r e d  a n x i o u s  t o  h a v e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  w h o l e  
c l a s s  m u c h  im p r o v e d .  T h e y  h a d  f a i t h  t h a t  i f  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  r e s c u e d  
f r o m  t h e  quasi b o n d a g e  in  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  t o - d a y ,  i f  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e 
l o n g  t o  a  f a i t h  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  H i n d u ,  t h e  H in d u  m a s t e r s  t h e m 
s e l v e s  w o u l d  t r e a t  t h e m  w i t h  g r e a t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A t  t h e  t im e  t h e y  
m e t  C o l .  O l c o t t ,  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  M r . D h a r m a p a l a ,  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  t h e  M a h a  B o d h i  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  R e v .  M r . G n a n a r a t n a ,  a  B u d d h i s t  
p r i e s t  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  i d e a .  I n  p u r s u a n c e  o f  C o l o n e l  
O l c o t t ’s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  a  p r e l im in a r y  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  w i l l  b e  
h e ld  t h i s  e v e n i n g ,  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  M r . D o r a s w a m i  N a i d u ,  o p p o s i t e  t o  
t h e  o i l - m i l l s ,  R o y a p e t t a  H i g h  R o a d .  T h e  m o v e m e n t  i s  o n e  o f  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  i t s  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  b e  c e r t a i n  t o  b e  w a t c h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  c o u n t r y  b y  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  p e o p l e . ”

*
*  *

M r . E d w a r d  W i m b r i d g e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  q u a r -  
The late t e t t e  w h o  b r o u g h t  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  t o  I n d i a ,  

Mr. Wim- in  F e b r u a r y  1879, d ie d  a t  B o m b a y  o n  t h e  13t h  M a y ,  
bridge. l a s t .  H e  w a s  b y  p r o f e s s io n  a n  " a r c h i t e c t  a n d  

d e s i g n e r ,  a n d  e t c h e d  o n  c o p p e r  t h e  p o r t r a i t  o f H .  P .  B .  
w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  1s t  E d i t i o n ,  o f  “  I s i s  U n v e i l e d . ”  H e  l i v e d  w i t h  
H . P .  B .  a n d  m y s e l f  s o m e  18 m o n t h s ,  b u t  t h e n  l e f t  u s  a n d  t h e  S o c i e t y  
b e c a u s e  o f  a  b i t t e r  q u a r r e l  b e t w e e n  M is s .  B a t e s ,  t h e  f o u r t h  o f  t h e  p a r t y  
o f  f o u r ,  a n d  M m e .  C o u lo m b .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  a  f u r n i t u r e - m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
b u s i n e s s ,  fo r  w h ic h  I  h e lp e d  h im ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  l a t e  K . N .  S e e r v a i ,  
t o  f in d  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  e n r i c h e d  h im ,  b u t  I h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  t h a t  h i s  
t h i r s t  fo r  s p i r i t u a l i t y  s u r v i v e d  t h e  s h o c k .  H e  m a d e  t h e  b e s t  f u r n i t u r e  
in  I n d ia ,  h o w e v e r .

#
*  *

T h e  p r o d i g i o u s l y  p r e c o c i o u s  c h i ld ,  B y r o n  G i lb e r t ,  
There-born o f  T o p e k a ,  K a n s a s ,  w h o  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  s e v e n  h a s  p a s s -  
Blackstone. e d ,  a s  p e r f e c t  o n  a l l  p o i n t s ,  t h e  s e v e r e s t  e x a m i n a t i o n  

g i v e n  t o  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  a d m is s io n  t o  t h e  B a r  h a s ,  i t  
s e e m s ,  b e e n  g r a n t e d  a  c o n d i t i o n a l  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i s e  la w  b e f o r e  t h e  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o *  K a n s a s .  T h e  l i c e n s e  i s  t o  t a k e  t o  e f f e c t  w h e n  t h e  
la d  s h a l l  b e c o m e  21 y e a r s  o f  a g e .  H e  i s  t h e  y o u n g e s t  p r a c t i t i o n e r  e v e r  
a d m i t t e d  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  j u r i s p r u d e n c e .  H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  f o r m e r ly  
J u d g e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  o f  A t c h i s o n  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  i s  w e l l - k n o w n  in  
l e g a l  c i r c l e s .  I f  t h i s  b o y  i s  n o t  a  g r e a t  l a w y e r  o f  s o m e  p a s t  a g e  r e 
b o r n  w h a t ,  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  i s  h e  ?

• %

A l a t e r  c u r r e n t  p a r a g r a p h  a b o u t  D r .  C a r l S c h -  
The exci- l a t t e r  s  b o ld  s u r g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  c u t t i n g  o u t  t h e  
sion of the s t o m a c h  o f  a  w o m a n  a t  Z u r ic h ,  s u p p l i e s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  
stomach in w h i c h  w a s  h in t e d  a t  b u t  n o t  c l e a r ly  s h o w n  in  t h e  p a r a -  
a l i v i n g  g r a p h  in  o u r  J u n e  n u m b e r .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  S u r g e o n ,  
woman. a f t e r  r e m o v i n g  t h e  s t o m a c h ,  j o i n e d  t h e  i n t e s t i n e  t o  

t h e  d i g e s t i v e  t u b e .  I t  w a s  k n o w n ,  t h a t  d i g e s t i o n  i s



n o t  c o m p l e t e d  in  t h e  s t o m a c h ,  b u t  g o e s  o n  in  t h e  i n t e s t i n e ,  b y  m e a n s  
o f  t h e  p a n c r e a t i c  j u ic e ,  a n d  t h e  i n t e s t i n e  n o w  d o e s  d u t y  f o r  a  s t o m a c h .  
T h e  w o m a n  l i v e s  c h ie f ly  o n  m i l k ,  b o u i l l o n ,  a n d  m e a t  c u t  s m a l l .

• • •

O f  m y  f i r s t  b o o k  ( “  S o r g h u m  a n d  I m p h e e ,  t h e  
After many C h i n e s e  a n d  A f r ic a n  S u g a r  C a n e s . ” N e w  Y o r k  1857.) 

days. I  b r o u g h t  a  c o p y  t o  I n d i a  w i t h  m e  in  1879. T h i s  w a s  
b o r r o w e d  a t  M a d r a s  b u t  n e v e r  r e t u r n e d ,  s o  a s  o n e  n a t u 

r a l ly  l i k e s  t o  k e e p  a  c o p y  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h e  f ir s t  b o o k  h e  w r o t e ,  h o w e v e r  
in d i f f e r e n t  h e  m a y  b e  to  t h e  o t h e r s — I  h a v e  t r ie d  in  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  w a y  
d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s  t<* s e c u r e  a n o t h e r  c o p y ,  b u t  in  v a i n .  I  h a v e  
h u n t e d  f o r  i t  in  s e c o n d h a n d  b o o k s e l l e r s ’ s h o p s ,  g i v e n  t h e i r  p r o p r ie t o r s  
com m ission^ , a n d  r u m m a g e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o o k s t a l l s  o n  t h e  Q u a i  
V o l t a i r e ,  P a r i s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  in  t h e  G u z l i ,  a t  M a d r a s ,  a n d  in  o t h e r  c i t i e s .  
T h o u g h  t h e  b o o k  r a n  t h r o u g h  s e v e n  e d i t i o n s ,  i t  s e e m e d  a s  i f  e v e r y  
c o p y  h a d  b e e n  d r o p p e d  d o w n  a  w e l l ,  s o  o u t  o f  t h e  b u y e r ’s  r e a c h  w e r e  
t h e y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  b e n e v o l e n t  p e r t i n a c i t y  o f  M r . S .  C . 
G o u l d ,  F .  T .  S . ,  o f  M a n c h e s t e r ,  N .  H . ,  a  c o p y  h a s  a t  l a s t  b e e n  s e c u r e d  
in  t h e  f a r  d i s t a n t  S t a t e  o f  M ic h ig a n  a n d  i s  n o w  in  i t s  p l a c e  in  t h e  
A d y a r  L ib r a r y .  I n  l o o k i n g  i t  o v e r ,  I  a m  g l a d  t o  f in d  t h a t  o n  t h e  f i r s t  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p la n t  i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  I  c o r r e c t ly  p r e d ic t e d  
i t s  f u t u r e  e c o n o m i c a l  im p o r t a n c e .  F o r  t h i s  I  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d e r id e d  
b y  t h a t  c l a s s  o f  w i s e a c r e s  w h o  j u d g e  n e w  t h i n g s  w i t h o u t  w i s d o m  a n d  
m a k e  t h e m s e l v e s  r i d i c u l o u s  t o  p o s t e r i t y  t h r o u g h  s e l f - c o n c e i t .  T h e  
S o r g h u m  p r o p h e c v  o f  1857 i s  m o s t  a m p ly  f u l f i l le d  in  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  
1898.

# * #

P r o f .  A l e x a n d e r  W i l d e r ,  t h e  w e l l  k n o w n  A m e r ic a n  
The quotations P l a t o n i s t ,  w h o  c o m p i l e d  t h e  I n d e x  o f  “ I s i s ”  fo r  

in H .  P . B . a n d  h e lp e d  t o  r e v i s e  h e r  M S S .  w r i t e s  :
Isis Unveiled. “ I d o  n o t  th in k  t h a t  m a n y  q u o ta t io n  m a r k s  w e r e  o m it

t e d  in  a n y  s e r io u s  d e g r e e . W e  o f t e n  a d o p t  la n g u a g e  a s  o n r  
o w n  th a t  o th e r s  h a v e  u s e d ; a n d  s o m e t im e s  t h in g s  t h a t  w e  b a v e  r e a d  have  
o o m e  n p  to  n s  o u t  o f  th e  s u b -c o n s c io u s  m e m o r y  in  a  w a y  th a t  s e e m s  to  u s  
l ik e  th e  in t u it iv e  a c t io n  o f  o u r  o w n  m in d s . I  h a v e  o f t e n  fo u n d  m y  o w n  e x 
p r e s s io n s  ‘ c r ib b e d ’ b y  s o m e  o n e  e ls e ,  b u t  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  h o ld in g  h im  to  
a c c o u n t . I d e » s  o n c e  u t te r e d ,  b e c o m e  e v e r y b o d y 's  p r o p e r ty .”

. %

I n  T a t a m a n g a l a m ,  s a y s  a  P a l g h a t  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  
A buried o f  t h e  Kerala Sanchari, a  H in d u  Y o g i  h a d  h im s e l f

Yogi. b u r ie d  a l i v e  r e c e n t l y  in  a  g r a v e ,  t h e  s id e R  a n d  b o t t o m
o f  w h ic h  w e r e  o f  m a s o n r y .  H e  g a v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  

t h e  g r a v e  s b o u id  b e  p r o p e r ly  c l o s e d  a n d  n o t  r e - o p e n e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  
l a p s e  o f  a  f o r t n i g h t .  O n  t h e  f i f th  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  in t e r m e n t ,  a  M a g i s 
t r a t e  h e a r d  o f  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  b u r ia l  a n d  f o r t h w i t h  w e n t  a n d  h a d  
t h e  g r a v e  o p e n e d ,  w h e n  t o  a n d  b e h o ld  ! t h e  Yogi w a s  f o u n d  l y i n g  w i t h in  
a l i v e  a n d  w e l l .  T h i s  a p p a r e n t ly  a l l a y e d  a l l  a p p r e h e n s i o n s ,  f o r ,  t h e  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  s a y s ,  t h e  g r a v e  w a s  a g a i n  c l o s e d  o v e r  t h e  e c c e n t r i c  
m a n .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  a d d e d  t h a t  th e  m a n  t o o k  w i t h  h im  i n t o  h i s  g r a v e  
t h r e e  p l a n t a i n s —Madras Times, 5th fu ly  1898.


